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Distinguished  Service  Award  receipient 


Stephen  Victor, 
receive  highest 


Q.C.  to 
award 


By  Cynthia  Engel 

Well-known  lawyer  Stephen 
Victor,  Q.C.,  an  outstanding 
leader  in  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community,  has  been  named 
to  receive  the  coveted  Gilbert 
Greenberg  Distinguished  Ser- 
vice Award  for  1992. 

The  designation  of  Mr.  Vic- 
tor as  this  year’s  honoree  was 
announced  by  Dr.  Maureen 
Molot,  president  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council  and  Dr. 
Eli  Rabin,  chairman  of  the 
Distinguished  Service  Award 
Committee. 

Exceptional  service 

The  Gilbert  Greenberg 
Award  is  the  highest  tribute 
which  the  Jewish  Community 
can  give  to  an  individual  for  ex- 
ceptional service  over  the 
course  of  many  years.  It  bears 


the  name  of  Past  President 
Gilbert  Greenberg  who  ex- 
emplified the  qualities  of 
leadership  which  the  award 
seeks  to  recognize  each  year. 

Initiated  in  1980,  it  was  first 
presented  to  the  Ottawa  Chevra 
Kadisha.  The  late  Lawrence 
Freiman  was  the  recipient  in 
1981.  He  was  followed  by 
Hyman  Gould  in  1982;  Thomas 
Sachs  in  1983;  Norman  Zager- 
man  in  1984;  the  late  Hy 
Hochberg  in  1985;  and  Sol  B. 
Shinder,  Q.C.,  in  1986. 

Hyman  Soloway,  Q.C., 
received  the  award  in  1987; 
Greta  Cohen  in  1988;  The  Hon. 
Justice  Abraham  H.  Lieff  in 
1989;  Abe  and  Bertha  Palmer 
in  1990;  and  the  late  Irving 
Greenberg  in  1991. 

The  formal  presentation  to 


Mr.  Victor  will  be  made  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  com- 
munity on  Wednesday  evening, 
June  10.  The  meeting  marks  the 
58th  Anniversary  of  the  foun- 
ding of  the  organization  in 
1934. 

Youngest  ever 

At  the  age  of  24,  Stephen 
Victor  was  the  youngest-ever 
director  of  Camp  B’nai  Brith, 
a record  that  is  still  intact. 
Twenty-six  years  later,  at  50,  he 
is  the  youngest-ever  recipient  of 
the  Gilbert  Greenberg 
Distinguished  Service  award. 

His  accomplishments  come 
as  no  surprise  to  those  who 
know  him. 

Stephen  Victor’s  inborn 
drive,  his  commitment  to  ex- 
cellence and  devotion  to  the  Ot- 
tawa Jewish  Community  are 
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Leadership  and  commitment 

Howard  Osterer  chosen 
Freiman  Award  winner 


Twenty-five  years  ago  Howard  Osterer  was 
introduced  to  the  Jewish  Community  Centre 
by  family  friend  Jack  Steinberg.  That  in- 
troduction changed  the  12-year-old’s  life. 

“I  was  one  of  those  kids  who  was  trouble 
just  looking  to  happen,”  Osterer  says.  “If  I 
hadn’t  gotten  into  the  JCC,  I would  have  got- 
ten into  trouble.  Big  trouble. 

“I’m  a product  of  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre programming,”  he  says.  “It  channelled  my 
energy  in  the  right  direction.” 

Now  37  and  the  father  of  five  children^ 
Osterer  continues  to  channel  a good  deal  of 
his  time  and  boundless  energy  back  into  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community,  in  particular  for 
the  benefit  of  its  children. 

“Our  kids  are  our  future,”  he  says.  “It’s 
important  for  them  to  learn  leadership  and 
common  sense  and  a pride  in  being  Jevvish.” 

For  the  quality  leadership  and  commitment 
he  has  demonstrated  for  many  years,  he  is  be- 
ing singled  out  for  honor  by  the  community. 
Dr.  Eli  Rabin,  chair  of  the  selection  commit- 
tee, has  announced  that  Howard  Osterer  has 
been- chosen  1992  recipient  of  the  Freiman 
Family  Young  Leadership  Award. 

Established  in  1988,  the  Freiman  Family 
Young  Leadership  Award  recognizes  a 
member  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
under  the  age  of  40  who  has  contributed  ac- 
tively to  the  Jewish  community  in  the  two  or 
more  years  following  his/her  participation  in 
the  Young  Leadership  Development  Program, 
or  who  as  a young  leader  rendered  exceptional 
service  to  the  Jewish  community. 

The  first  recipient  was  Barbara  Farber  in 
1988.  She  was  followed  by  Stephen  Greenberg 
in  1989;  Morris  Presser  in  1990;  and  Arncsn 
Vered  in  1992. 

The  Award  will  be  presented  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  community  on  Wednesday, 
June  10. 


The  son  of  Blanche  and  Joe  Osterer, 
Howard  was  born  and  raised  in  Ottawa.  He 
holds  a Bachelor  of  Education,  Hon.  Phys. 
Ed.,  from  the  University  of  Ottawa,  and  a 
diploma  in  Recreation  Leadership  and 
Management  from  Algonquin  College.  He 
presently  works  with  his  father-in-law,  Irving 
Rivers. 

Howard’s  community  involvement  includes 
affiliation  with  Young  Leadership  Develop- 
ment; UJA;  Hillel  Academy;  BBYO;  Jewish 
Men’s  Softball  League;  Media  Monitoring 
Committee;  and  the  Chevra  Kadisha.  He  is 
also  active  in  the  general  community. 

His  most  satisfying  moment  came  with  the 
re-establishment  at  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre  of  the  39th  Henry  ‘Hank’  Torontow 
Cub  Pack  & Beaver  Colony,  a feat  he  ac- 
complished in  1989.  It  was  through  his  own 
participation  in  the  original  cub  pack,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  late  Hank  Torontow, 
that  Osterer  came  to  realize  the  range  of  his 
potential.  In  the  four  years  his  troop  has  been 
in  existence,  it  has  grown  from  52  to  over  100 
scouts  and  beavers  who  revel  in  the  program- 
ming conceived  and  provided  by  their 
dedicated  leader. 

Howard  is  married  to  the  former  Ellen 
Rivers.  The  couple  are  the  parents  of  Erin,  12; 
Michael,  10;  Nina,  7;  Shayna,  5;  and  Natalie. 
2. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  award,  the  Selection 
Committee  is  composed  of  the  past  president 
of  the  Council  who  acts  as  chair;  the  chair  of 
the  Young  Leadership  Development  Program; 
chair  of  the  Board  of  Rabbis;  and  two  trustees 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Council.  This  year's  com- 
mittee included  Dr.  Eli  Rabin;  Dr.  Maureen 
Molot;  Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka;  Robert 
Greenberg;  Arnon  Vered;  Linda  Nadolny 
Cogan;  Dr.  Andr6  Engel;  and  A.J.  Freiman. 
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Stephen  Victor,  Q.C. 


legend. 

In  the  quarter  century  that 
has  passed  since  his  camp  days, 
Stephen  managed  to  build  up  a 
highly  successful  law  practice 
and,  simultaneously,  find  the 
time  to  serve  with  great  distinc- 
tion in  the  three  key  positions 
around  which  this  vibrant  com- 
munity pivots:  president  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre 
(1978-80);  general  chairman  of 
United  Jewish  Appeal,  (1984); 
and  president  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council/Vaad 
Ha’Ir,  (1987-89).  He  is  the  on- 
ly person  in  the  community’s 
history,  thus  far,  who  has  serv- 
ed as  CEO  of  ail  three  major 
organizations. 

A native  Ottawan,  Stephen  is 
the  son  of  Rhea  and  the  late 
Sam  Victor.  He  attended  York 
Street  Public  School  and  Lisgar 
Collegiate  Institute. 

Following  graduation  from 
Carleton  University  in  1963 
with  a B.Comm.,  he  attended 
the  University  of  Ottawa  from 
which  he  obtained  his  Bachelor 
of  Law  (LL.B.)  in  1966. 

After  completing  the  Bar  Ad- 
mission Course  at  Osgoode 
Hall,  he  was  called  to  the  Bar 
in  1968.  A senior  partner  in  the 
firm  Kimmel,  Victor  & Ages,  he 
was  appointed  Queen’s  Counsel 
in  1981. 

Mission  was  catalyst 

Victor  credits  his  participa- 
tion in  the  1972  UJA  Mission  to 
Israel,  and  subsequent  en- 
couragement from  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive Director  Hy  Hochberg, 
as  the  catalyst  that  sparked  his 
communal  involvement. 

“I  fell  in  love  with  the  coun- 
try (Israel),”  he  says,  “and  Hy 
prodded  me  and  got  me  involv- 
ed with  UJA  and  Vaad  work.” 

The  rest  is  history. 

The  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre was  the  first  to  benefit  from 
his  considerable  energy  and  ex- 
pertise. In  1975  he  became  a 
member  of  that  institution’s 
board  of  directors,  in  1978  its 
president. 

Community  fundraising 
beckoned  next  when  he  headed 
up  the  Legal,  Financial  and 
Professional  Division  of  United 
Jewish  Appeal.  He  served  as 
both  associate  and  deputy 
chair  before  becoming  general 
chair  of  the  very  successful  1984 
campaign. 

His  appointment  in  1978  as 
a trustee  and  in  1980  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Council 
culminated  in  his  election  as 
president  of  the  community’s 


governing  body  in  1987. 

He  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  Camp  B’nai  Brith  board 
of  directors  and  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  Hillel 
Lodge.  A founding  member  of 
the  Jewish  Social  Services 
Agency  (now  the  Jewish  Fami- 
ly Services),  he  has  also  chaired 
the  Community  Relations 
Committee  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Council.  As  well,  he  is 
a member  of  Parliament 
Lodge,  B’nai  Brith. 

National  affiliation 

On  the  national  level,  Victor 
is  an  officer  of  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  (CJC)  and  a 
member  of  that  organization’s 
national  executive.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Israel 
Appeal’s  board  of  directors  and 
executive;  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Budgeting  Conference  of 
CJC;  member  of  the  executive 
of  the  Council  of  Jewish 
Federations;  member  of  Na- 
tional Canada  Israel  Commit- 
tee; and  inaugural  chair  of  the 
board  of  directors,  United 
Jewish  Appeal  of  Ottawa. 

Active  in  the  general  com- 
munity, he  is  a past  associate 
chair  of  the  Ottawa  Civic 
Hospital’s  Heart  Institute  Re- 
search Centre  Campaign  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Heart  Institute 
Alumni,  for  which  he  has  acted 
as  counsel  since  1985. 

As  well,  he  has  taken  an  ac- 
tive role  in  fundraising  cam- 
paigns for  the  Foundation  for 
Ileitis  and  Colitis  and  the  On- 
tario Heart  Fund. 

He  is  a member  of  the 
Carleton  County  Law  Associa- 
tion,  the  Canadian  Bar 
Association  and  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Jewish 
Lawyers  and  Jurists. 

Stephen  is  married  to  the 
former  Gail  Steinman.  The 
couple  has  two  daughters, 
Jodie,  a graduate  student  at  the 
University  of  Toronto,  and  An- 
drea, who  attends  York 
University. 

Under  the  terms  of  the 
Award,  the  Selection  Commit- 
tee is  composed  of  the  past 
president  of  the  Council  who 
acts  as  chair;  the  chair  of  the 
Women’s  Federation;  chair  of 
the  Board  of  Rabbis;  and  two 
trustees  appointed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  This  year’s 
committee  included  Dr.  Eli 
Rabin,  Dr.  Maureen  Molot, 
Roslyn  Kimmel,  Rabbi  Reuven 
Bulka,  Sol  Shinder,  Ruth 
Freiman  and  Robert 
Greenberg. 
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President's  Report 


Dr.  Maureen  Molot 


This  past  year  has  been  one 
of  growth,  evolution,  and 
change  for  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Community.  As  a 
community,  we  are  busy  juggling 
the  current  needs  and  demands 
with  providing  direction  and 
vision  for  the  future.  This  past 
year  has  been  a microcosm  of  the 
diversity  and  breadth  of  our 
community  activities.  I hope  my 
report  provides  you  with  a 
“snapshot”  of  our  community 
over  the  past  twelve  months. 

This  past  year,  the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  of  Ottawa  not 
only  raised  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  money  in  difficult 
economic  times,  but  raised  the 
consciousness  of  our  community. 
Our  sensitivities  were  alerted  to 
the  incredible  miracle  of  rescue, 
resettlement  and  redemption  of 
our  fellow  Jews  from  not  only  the 
Soviet  Union  to  Israel,  but  from 
Ethiopia.  Albania,  and  other 
Jews  in  distress.  As  well,  the 
UJA  sensitized  us  to  the  needs  of 
our  local  community.  UJA  was 
the  cornerstone  in  building  and 
keeping  our  community  together. 
More  than  any  other  year,  the 
UJA  identified  and  reached  out 
to  new  contributors,  additional 
people  in  the  community  that 
became  involved  in  the  annual 
campaign.  It  is  important  to  note 
that  in  the  last  twelve  months 
Ottawa  sent  delegations  on  a 
Mission  to  Russia  and  Israel,  and 
in  1992,  to  Poland  and  Israel. 

Our  commitment  to  our  links 
with  the  people  of  Israel  are  as 
strong  as  ever.  There  is  also  a 
commitment  to  raise  the  dollars 
necessary  with  a careful  eye  to 
the  expenditure  side.  We  are 
proud  that  our  campaign  is 
fiscally  responsible  and  is 
actually  raising  more  dollars  on  a 
smaller  expenditure  base  for  the 
last  two  years.  A heartfelt 
Yasher  Koach  goes  to  John 
Tavel,  Lynda  Greenberg,  Bonnie 
Mcrovitz  and  their  hard  working 
Campaign  Cabinet,  as  well  as  all 
the  canvassers  and  contributors 


who  made  UJA  so  successful. 

This  is  an  appropriate  place  to 
also  recognize  the  efforts  of 
Linda  Nadolny  Cogan  and  her 
committee  in  the  formulation 
and  successful  implementation  of 
the  Young  Women’s  Leadership 
Council.  It  has  been  an 
important  vehicle  to  identify, 
recruit  and  train  young  upcoming 
leaders  in  our  community. 

However,  UJA  progress  must 
be  ongoing  and  improvements 
cannot  be  counted  on  without 
hard  work  and  dedication.  This 
was  an  important  year  for  UJA 
with  the  creation  of  the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  Board  of 
Directors,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Stephen  Victor. 
Serving  as  a standing  committee 
of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir,  the  UJA 
Board  of  Directors  deals  with 
issues  such  as  recruitment, 
selection,  and  succession;  the 
UJA  Budget;  campaign  goal 
setting;  pledge  redemption;  and 
missions.  It  is  heart  warming  to 
note  that  many  veteran  campaign 
leadership  are  taking  an  active 
role  in  the  UJA  Board  of 
Directors. 

Community  Relations 
continues  to  be  a pivotal  aspect 
of  our  Vaad  operations.  Under 
the  hard  working  leadership  of 
Sunny  Tavel.  this  committee  has 
been  dealing  on  an  ongoing  basis 
with  the  two-pronged  efforts  of 
combatting  racism  and  anti- 
Semitism,  as  well  as  building 
bridges  with  other  ethnocultural 
groups.  Our  battle  to  protect  our 


society  from  such  hate  mongers 
and  Holocaust  Revisionists  such 
as  David  Irving,  gathered  more 
support  this  past  year. 
Parenthetically,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  just  recently  Mr.  Irving 
was  fined  by  a German  Court  for 
propagating  hatred  and  denying 
the  existence  of  the  Holocaust. 
We  also  reached  out  to  the 
community  in  the  area  of  media 
relations,  the  monitoring  of  the 
media's  response  to  issues  of 
Jewish  concern,  and  our  reaction 
to  the  media.  This  took  the  form 
of  a special  seminar  on  writing 
letters  to  the  Editor.  As  well,  the 
sub-committees  of  Community 
Relations  such  as  World  Jewry 
Committee,  the  Holocaust 
Remembrance  Committee,  and 
the  Interfaith  Committee  were 
very  active.  Community 
Relations  continues  to  be  a 
linchpin  in  informing,  educating, 
and  involving  our  community. 

On  that  topic,  our  community 
recognized  the  year  of  hidden 
children.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  this  group  of  survivors  has 
taken  its  proper  place  in  the 
community.  In  December  of 
1991,  the  community  came  out  in 
extraordinary  numbers  to 
recognize  the  heroic  efforts  of 
Arie  Van  Mansum  and  his  role  in 
hiding  and  protecting  Jewish 
children  during  the  Holocaust. 
Our  Yom  Hashoa  Program  this 
year  was  extremely  successful, 
both  in  the  number  of  people 
attending  and  the  quality  of  the 
program.  We  were  also 


fortunate  to  have  as  our  guests 
the  Anne  Frank  Choir  from 
Budapest,  Hungary.  For  these 
programs  we  are  eternally 
grateful  to  Vera  Gara  for  her 
efforts  and  hard  work. 

Another  highlight  in  this  regard 
this  year  was  the  "Anne  Frank  in 
the  World”  exhibit  which  was  so 
ably  chaired  by  Sara  Vered.  Once 
again,  not  only  the  Jewish 
Community,  but  the  community 
at  large  came  to  learn  and 
remember. 

This  year  has  also  been  the  year 
of  Sepharade  ‘92.  In  conjunction 
with  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre  and  the  Sephardi 
Association  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir 
participated  in  commemorating 
the  500th  anniversary  of  the 
expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Spain, 
and  to  learn  from  the  lesson 
taught  from  history.  The  theme 
of  Sepharade  ‘92  wound  its  way 
through  a number  of  community 
activities  this  year,  such  as  Yom 
Ha’atzmaut. 

Once  again,  Jewish  Education 
remains  a top  priority  for  the 
community.  We  not  only  fund 
our  Jewish  educational 
institutions  to  a high  degree,  our 
community  responds  by  sending 
larger  and  larger  numbers  of  their 
children  to  the  Jewish  educational 
facilities.  We  also  continue  to 
work  with  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress  in  attempting  to  secure 
Provincial  Government  funding 
for  our  independent  schools. 

Due  to  a number  of 


circumstances,  some  of  our 
community  institutions  including 
the  Vaad  and  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre  have  found 
themselves  in  some  financial 
difficulties.  When  these 
difficulties  became  known  we 
identified  the  situation, 
confronted  the  issues,  and  are 
dealing  cooperatively  with  the  | 

other  agencies  such  as  the  Jewish 
Community. Centre  in  efforts  to 
resolve  the  problems.  : 

There  have  been  some  changes 
in  the  community  structure  and 
organization.  This  past  year  saw 
the  establishment  of  the  Property 
Management  Board  and  we  are 
grateful  that  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Stephen 
Greenberg  this  entity  has 
facilitated  the  administration  of 
the  community  owned  properties. 
As  well,  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir  has 
established  a Financial 
Management  Committee  to 
oversee  the  assembling  of 
financial  information,  financial 
reporting,  and  more  efficient  j 

administration  of  the  Jewish  ; 

Community  Council.  The 
community  owes  a debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  work  of  Issie 
Landau  for  his  assistance  in  the 
financial  management  area.  His 
wise  counsel  and  helpful 
demeanour  contributed  to 
improvements  in  this  area. 

None  of  these  myriad  activities 
and  grappling  with  policies  and 
issues  could  have  taken  place 
without  the  untiring  efforts  of  my 
Officers  and  Executive 
Committee.  As  well,  I wish  to 
acknowledge  the  excellent 
professional  staff  at  the  Vaad 
Ha’Ir  for  their  dedication  to  the 
organization  and  to  the  : 

community.  i 

Our  ever  evolving  community 
constantly  presents  a new  host  of 
challenges.  I am  honoured  to  , 
participate  in  these  challenges 
and  along  with  you,  our  collective 
Jewish  Community,  help 
strengthen  our  Jewish  identity 
and  continuity. 


J 

1 


Executive  Director's 
Report 


We  are  at  a watershed  in 
our  community.  The 
growth  continues  at  a 
dizzying  pace,  as  witnessed  by 
just  a glimpse  of  the  activities  in 
our  community  as  outlined  in 
this  Special  Edition  of  the 
Bulletin.  However,  although  our 
numbers  are  increasing,  the 
development  of  facilities, 
programs,  and  services,  have  not 
kept  pace  with  this  growth. 

While  more  people  are  settling 
here  and  choosing  our 
community  as  a place  to  live, 
there  is  not  a proportionate 
number  of  people  being  involved 
in  the  ongoing  business  of 
community  participation.  In 
addition,  while  our  UJA 
Campaign  under  the  leadership 
of  John  Tavel,  General 
Chairman,  and  Lynda 
Greenberg  and  Bonnie  Merovitz 
as  Women's  Division  Chairs,  did 
an  outstanding  job  in  difficult 
economic  times,  the  campaign's 
growth  does  not  reflect  the 
community's  growth. 


Gerry  Koffman 


It  is  the  task  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council/Oltawa 
Vaad  Ha’Ir  to  reach  out  to  the 
community  - to  nurture 
participation,  to  cultivate 
leadership,  to  encourage  people 
to  “gel  involved”.  This  is  a 
responsibility  of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir. 
Another  responsibility  of  the 
Vaad  is  to  use  the  powers  of 
dissemination  of  information 
available  to  it,  to  promote  the 
strength  of  our  beneficiary 
agencies  and  the  wide  array  of 
services  they  provide.  The’ Vaad 
has  a role  to  play  in  reinforcing 


the  work  done  by  the  beneficiary 
agencies  and  showing  the 
community  the  good  fortune  we 
enjoy  in  having  the  kind  of 
Jewish  Community  Centre  we 
have  (and  all  it  has  to  offer);  we 
must  promote  to  the  community 
the  strength  of  our  educational 
institutions,  particularly  Hillel 
Academy  and  the  afternoon 
schools;  we  must  "get  the  word 
out”  regarding  our  sophisticated 
social  services  agency  (Jewish 
Family  Services),  and  of  course 
our  Home  for  the  Aged  (Hillel 
Lodge).  Our  community  also 


supports  a home  for  Jewish 
developmental^  handicapped 
adults  (Tamir  Foundation)  and 
various  Jewish  camping 
experiences.  The  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  is  also  alive  and 
vibrant  with  a myriad  of 
fraternal  organizations  and  as 
well,  Israeli  based  institutions. 

I urge  you  to  read  this  Special 
Edition  from  cover  to  cover  to 
experience  and  “taste”  this 
vibrant,  dynamic  community. 
However  our  Jewish  Community 
can  only  maintain  its  vitality  with 
an  ever  growing  cadre  of 


involved,  committed  people  - not 
only  committed  with  their 
financial  resources,  but  with 
their  participation  in  the  policy 
formulation  and  decision  making 
process  of  the  community. 

Please  be  assured,  your  voice 
will  be  heard,  your  opinion 
valued. 

Finally,  allow  me,  during  this 
format  of  the  Annual  Report  to 
the  Community,  to  pay  special 
tribute  to  Dr.  Maureen  Molot, 
President  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council  of  Ottawa, 
her  Officers,  Executive,  and 
Trustees,  for  guiding  us  through 
a hectic  year  with  wisdom, 
compassion,  and  complete 
dedication  to  duty.  Lastly, 
appreciation  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
staff  of  the  Vaad,  UJA,  and 
Foundation,  who  have 
demonstrated  selfless  devotion 
to  making  this  an  even  better 
community  to  live  in. 

With  our  collective  efforts  we 
can  realize  an  unfettered  pride  in 
our  community. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Planning,  Priorities 
and  Budget 
Committee 

Lester  Aronson,  Chairman 


he  Planning,  Priorities  and 
Budget  (PP&B) 

Committee  is  mandated 
with  the  overall  responsibility  for 
planning  for  present  and 
emerging  community  needs, 
allocating  community  resources 
and  overseeing  the  budgeting 
process  that  ensures  communal 
fiscal  responsibility. 

PP&B  worked  under  the  100 
percent  rule  to  make  allocations 
to  beneficiary  agencies  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30lh, 

1993.  The  prudent  use  of 
community  funds  towards  this 
end  was  to  ensure  that 
beneficiary  agencies  would 
receive  100  percent  of  last  year’s 
allocation. 

The  committee  instituted  a new 
system  of  budget  review.  Instead 


of  the  panel  system,  the 
committee  was  divided  up  into 
three  subcommittees:  Education, 
Elderly  and  Social  Services  and 
Jewish  Organizations  and 
Camping  Services.  The 
subcommittees  reviewed  the 
budgets  of  agencies  in  related 
service  areas.  During  this 
process,  questions  were  asked  of 
agencies  and  additional 
information  was  received  from 
agencies. 

Before  the  subcommittees 
made  recommendations,  some 
agency  presentations  were  made 
to  the  whole  committee.  The 
committee  then  heard 
subcommittee  reports  and 
recommendations  and  made  final 
recommendation  to  the  Vaad 
Executive. 


The  committee  as  part  of  its 
mandate  began  the  process  of 
developing  community  priorities 
and  will  be  working  over  the  next 
year  to  put  in  priority  system.  In 
addition,  over  the  next  year  the 
committee  will  begin  reviewing 
and  recommending  changes  to  a 
number  of  areas  in  the  present 
community  structure. 

I would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  members  of 
the  PP&B  committee:  Paula 
Bennett,  Susannah  Dalfen,  Dr. 
Bernard  Dolansky,  Dr.  Charles 
Freedman,  Lawrence  Greenberg, 
Issie  Landau,  Stuart  Levine,  Dr. 
Eli  Rabin,  Francoise  Vexler, 
Samuel  Wex,  Lawrence  Zinman 
and  Dr.  Maureen  Molot  and  the 
staff  of  the  Vaad  Ha'Ir:  Gerry 
Koffman  and  Evan  J.  Grill  for 
their  dedicated  and  hard  work 
this  year. 


Jewish  Teen 
Leadership 
Council 

Adam  Katz,  Chair 


The  Jewish  Teen  Leadership  Council  (J.T.L.C.)  is  an  "umbrella” 
organization  encompassing  all  of  Ottawa’s  Jewish  senior  youth. 
The  Council  not  only  programs  many  community  events  but 
also  co-ordinates  all  youth  group/organizations’  programs  so  as  not  to 
conflict  with  each  other’s  schedule  of  events.  This  is  not  an  easy  task 
since  each  group  is  trying  to  have  a successful  programming  year. 
These  groups  include:  the  United  Synagogue  Youth  (U.S.Y.)  headed 
by  Shira  Fine;  Habonim-Dror  headed  jointly  by  Danny  Friedman  and 
Lori  Rabin;  the  Federation  of  Reform  Ottawa  Synagogue  Temple 
Youth  (F.R.O.S.T.Y.)  represented  by  Aaron  Good;  the  National 
Conference  Synagogue  Youth  (N.C.S.Y.)  represented  by  Julia 
Goldberg;  and  the  B'nai  Brith  Youth  Organization  (B.B.Y.O.) 
consisting  of  one  AZA  component  headed  by  Rob  Mittelman  and  a 
BBG  component  represented  by  Jcnn  Kassie.  Ail  of  these  groups 
keep  the  constantly  juggling  hands  of  (he  chair,  Adam  Katz,  and  the 
vice-chair,  Dafna  Jalon,  very  busy. 

In  addition  to  meeting  frequently  throughout  the  year,  the  J.T.L.C. 
also  programs  its  own  events  for  the  entire  Jewish  community.  This 
year  we  held  a successful  dance  at  the  beautiful  Minto  Place  Suites 
Hotel  attended  by  over  60  high  school  students.  Also  into  this  year’s 
schedule,  we  fit  our  2nd  Annual  Comedy  Night  with  comedians  from 
Yuk  Yuk’s  Komedy  Klub  to  entertain  over  100  of  our  guests!  A good 
time  was  had  by  all!!!  A program  to  dose  this  spectacular  year  is  now 
in  the  works  and  may  include  a huge  community  picnic. 

Not  only  docs  the  J.T.L.C.  program  teen  events  but  it  also  co- 
ordinates ihe  Purim  Carnival  for  our  upcoming  teens  (most  children 
aged  3-10).  The  Purim  Carnival  this  year  was  visited  by  a down  and  a 
Teenaged  Mutant  Ninja  Turtle.  Entertainment  was  found  in  the  form 
of  games  of  skill,  and  after  the  children  won  their  prize(s),  they 
watched  a puppet  show  filled  with  Sols  of  songs  in  which  they  could 
participate.  As  in  the  past  year,  the  J.T.L.C.  will  also  lend  a helping 
hand  in  making  this  year’s  U.J.A.  Walkathon  a success.  Our  job  is  to 
make  sure  all  the  checkpoints  are  manned  and  that  of  course,  all 
children — old  and  young — have  a great  time! 

If  you  would  like  additional  information  regarding  the  Jewish  Teen 
Leadership  Council,  please  feel  free  to  contacl  Jon  Braun  at  238-1818 
or  Adam  Katz  at  820-6152. 


Adequate  storage  facilities 
are  the  basis  of  any 
institution  that 

endeavours  to  preserve  archival 
records  for  a long  time.  This  year, 
a major  goal  was  achieved 
when  automatic  environmental 
apparatus  was  installed  in  the 
storage  vault  where  our 
community  records  are  preserved. 
Constant  temperature  and 
humidity  are  now  provided  for 
the  documents,  photographs  and 
other  valuable  records  being 
preserved  in  our  community 
archives.  Our  preservation 
capabilities  are  in  line  with 
Canadian  archival  standards. 

The  realization  of  this  goal  is  a 
major  achievement  for  our  small 
archives,  and  one  in  which  all 
members  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Historical  Society  can  take 
singular  pride.  This 
accomplishment  would  not  have 
taken  place  without  the  generous 
gift  of  the  grandchildren  and 
great  grandchildren  of  Jacob 
Freedman  who  provided  the 


Israel  Teen 


Trip  Subsidies 


Mark  L.  Berlin,  Chairman 


Each  year  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'Ir  sets  aside  a sum  of  money  to 
provide  subsidies  for  Ottawa  teens  in  grades  10-13  who  wish  to 
enroll  in  a recognized  program  in  Israel,  ranging  from  those 
offered  by  the  Canadian  Zionist  Federation  to  University  Study 
Programs.  This  past  year  participants  engaged  in  the  following 
programs:  S.H.K.,  Youth  to  Youth  Exchange;  Chetz  Vakeshet; 
Student  Summer  Tours,  etc.  Granted  our  subsidies  are  a token  gift. 
However,  this  policy  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  North  America! 

Last  year  we  were  able  to  provide  26  Ottawa  Teens  with  such  a gift. 
We  see  this  as  a small  investment  in  the  youth  of  our  community. 

As  in  the  past  years,  it  remains  our  continuing  hope  that  those. who 
have  travelled  to  Israel  under  the  auspices  of  this  program  will  return 
wish  a newly  found  love  and  dedication  towards  the  State  of  Israel, 
and  they  will  maintain  their  commitment  within  our  own  community. 

This  past  year  we  have  asked  participants  to  volunteer  at 
community  events,  or  be  willing  to  speak  to  various  community 
groups  and  take  a more  active  role  in  UJA. 

In  dosing,  I would  like  to  thank  my  colleagues  who  have  worked  on 
this  committee:  Debra  Cohen,  Henry  Molot,  Rabbi  Arnold  Fine,  Ron 
Boro  and  our  staff  member  Evan  Grill.  I would  also  like  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  to  Michal  Strassberg,  whose  enthusiasm  will 
ensure  continued  success  for  our  program. 


Ottawa  Jewish 
Historical  Society 

Shirley  Berman,  Archivist 


initial  funds  to  get  the  project 
started,  and  funding  from  the 
Ministry  of  Culture  and 
Communications.  A fire  door  has 
been  installed  and  the  project  will 
be  completed  when  funding 
becomes  available  to  install 
automatic  fire  inhibiting 
equipment. 

The  major  collection  arranged 
during  the  past  year  was  the 
records  of  the  Agudath  Israel 
Congregation  for  which  a grant 
was  awarded  by  the  Ontario 
Council  of  Archives.  Another 
small  although  significant 
collection  donated  to  the  archives 
are  the  papers  and  publications  of 
the  late  Hyman  Edelstein,  poet, 
author  and  translator.  Mr. 
Edelstein  was  the  editor  of  "The 
Canadian  Jewish  Chronicle"  from 
1914  to  1917,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  Jew 
in  Canada  to  publish  a book  of 
verse  in  the  English  language. 

Sadly,  the  Society  lost  its 
dynamic  president,  Ben  Karp  late 
in  1991.  A popular  and  much 


beloved  personality  Ben 
publicized  the  Society’s 
achievements  which  increased 
membership  considerably.  Ben 
also  initiated  a popular  speakers 
program  at  which  many 
accomplished  Jewish  personalities 
recounted  their  family  histories. 
The  Society  is  planning  a Ben 
Karp  memorial  lecture. 

An  endowment  fund 
generously  established  with  the 
Ottawa  Community  Foundation 
.by  veteran  member  Joe 
Shenkman  will  help  provide 
future  funding  for  the  Society’s 
important  work.  Our  major 
source  of  funding  is  secured 
through  government  grants  for 
which  matching  monies  are 
usually  required.  We  encourage 
the  community  to  help  us  meet 
this  requirement  through 
membership  in  the  Society  or  by 
utilizing  the  OJHS  foundation. 

We  welcome  our  new 
President,  Lawrence  Freedman, 
and  look  forward  to  another  year 
of  accomplishment. 
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STANDING 


Jewish 

Community 

Cemeteries 


World  Jewry 
Committee 

Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka,  Lillian  Laks,  Co-Chairs 


Israel  Shinder,  Chair 


The  Jewish  cemeteries  are  in  excellent  shape.  Our  staff  of 
Groundskeepers  can  take  pride  in  the  appearance  and 
maintenance  of  our  cemeteries.  New  signs  have  been  put  up  on 
RR  No.8,  and  old  ones  have  been  repainted. 

We  have  planted  one  hundred  trees  in  the  new  addition  to  the 
Agudath  Israel  section  in  the  new  cemetery,  and  other  trees  have 
been  planted  on  the  perimeter  of  the  Temple  Israel  section.  The 
planting  was  done  mostly  by  volunteers  from  both  synagogues. 

We  report  with  great  sadness  the  passing  of  Ben  Karp,  who  was  one 
of  the  great  supporters  and  workers  of  the  cemetery  committee.  Ben 
was  a tremendous  worker,  and  we  shall  miss  him  at  our  table  during 
cemetery  meetings.  May  his  memory  be  a blessing. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  cemetery  committee  for  their 
diligent  work  on  behalf  of  their  synagogues  and  the  community  at 
large.  They  are  as  follows: 

• For  Agudath  Israel:  Mel  Goldberg,  Ed  Saslove 
• For  Beth  Shalom:  Nap  Kapinsky,  Hy  Gould, 

Rubin  Kalin,  Leon  Lcckic. 

• For  Machzikei  Hadas:  Pinchus  Pleel 
• For  Young  Israel:  Dr.  Norman  Tanenbaum 
• For  Temple  Israel:  Dr.  Mortimer  Bercovitch 
A special  thanks  to  Keith  Jeacle  for  all  the  support  in  organizing 
our  work. 

Please  note  our  Annual  Memorial  Cemetery  Service  will  take  place 
at  the  Bank  St.  cemetery  on  Sunday,  September  20th  at  10:00  a.m. 


The  Soviet  Jewry  Committee 
changed  its  name  and  its 
mandate  during  1991-92  in 
response  to  world  events.  With 
the  need  for  support  actions  on 
behalf  of  Jews  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  no  longer  pressing, 
the  major  focus  of  concern 
became  Syrian  Jewry. 

The  annual  Simchat  Torah 
Rally,  traditionally  held  in  front 
of  the  Soviet  Embassy,  was  held 
September  29  at  the  Canadian 
Tribute  to  Human  Rights  on 
Elgin  Street  in  support  of  the 
4500  Jews  of  Syria.  M.P.  Herb 
Gray  delivered  the  keynote 
address  and  called  upon  the 
Canadian  government  to  be 
more  vigorous  and  outspoken  on 
their  behalf.  A petition  was 
signed  by  the  200  people  at  the 
rally  for  submission  to 
Parliament. 

The  committee  has  been 
affected  by  a series  of  unexpected 
political  events  which  have 
occured  in  Syria.  On  December  4, 


Holocaust 

Remembrance  Committee 


The  Holocaust 

Remembrance  Committee 
is  involved  in  Holocaust 
education,  commemoration  and 
documentation. 

A major  project,  the  “Anne 
Frank  in  the  World”  exhibit, 
showcased  at  the  Canadian  War 
Museum  from  May  1 to  31.  Other 
efforts  included  a tribute  to 
Righteous  Gentile  Arie  van 
Mansum  held  on  December  2, 
1991;  the  50th  anniversary 
commemoration  of  the  Wannsee 
Conference  on  January  20  at 
Machzikei  Hadas  Synagogue;  the 
Yom  Ha  Shoah  commemoration 
at  the  Jewish  Community 
Cemetery  on  April  29, 1992  and 
the  gathering  of  information  for  a 
Holocaust  Survivors  Book  for  the 
Ottawa  area. 

The  internationally-travelled 


of  the  Hague  and  the  Anne  Frank 
High  School  Choir  from 
Budapest,  Hungary.  Following 
the  official  opening  a reception 
was  held  outside  the  War 
Museum  followed  inside  by  a 
viewing  of  the  exhibit.  Guided 
tours  of  the  exhibit  were  given  six 
days  a week  throughout  May. 
Screenings  of  Holocaust-related 
films  were  held  on  admission-free 
Thursday  evenings  with  a 
concluding  lecture  by  renowned 
historian  Martin  Gilbert  at  the 
House  of  Commons  Centre  Block 
on  May  28. 

The  Holocaust  Remembrance 
Committee  organized  a 
Hannukah  “licht  and  lalkes” 
reception  to  honour  Righteous 
Gentile  Arie  van  Mansum  “one 
who  has  given  so  much  light”. 
Arie  van  Mansum,  as  a young 
man  in  Holland  risked  his  life  to 


Anne  Frank  in  the  World  exhibit,  ...  ■ . .. „„  . , 

rhiired  hv  Sari  Viverl  attracted  a an^  provide  ration  cards  for 
chaired  by  bara  Vcred  attracted  a hundreds  of  Dutch  JewSi  0ver 

strong  response  from  Ottawa 


educators.  School  tours  from 
throughout  the  region  were 
booked  to  capacity  in  advance. 
More  than  2800  students  saw  a 
movie,  toured  the  exhibit  with  a 


800  people  from  the  Jewish, 

Dutch  and  interfaith  communities 
attended.  The  reception  followed 
the  publication  of  his  biography 
by  local  author  Janet  Keith  and 
an  Arts  Alive  program  with  them 


trained  guide  from  the  committee  organized  by  Elly  Bollegraaf. 
and  met  with  a resource  person  - Thc  50lh  anniversary 
either  a Holocaust  survivor,  commemoration  of  the  Wannsee 
veteran  or  member  of  the  Ottawa  Conference  included  the 
Dutch  community  who  had  screening  of  the  documentary 
hidden  Jewish  people  during  the  entitled  “The  Wannsee 
war.  Conference”  followed  by  a panel 

The  exhibit  opened  on  April  30  of  survivors  including  Nestor 
with  a ceremony  at  the  National  Hobe,  Leah  Kalin  and  David 
Gallery  Auditorium  highlighted  Shentow. 
by  the  participation  of  the  mayor  The  theme  of  the  Yom  Ha 


Vera  Gara,  Chair 


Shoah  commemoration  was  the 
hidden  children,  in  unison  with 
the  Anne  Frank  in  the  World 
Exhibit  which  opened  the 
following  evening.  Guest  speaker 
Robert  Krell,  a Vancouver 
psychiatrist  who  was  hidden  as  a 
child  in  Holland  and  the  members 
of  the  Hidden  Children  group  of 
Ottawa  who  participated  in  the 
readings  and  the  tochlighting 
ceremony,  conveyed  the  message 
of  this  group  of  survivors.  The 
Anne  Frank  High  School  Choir 
from  Budapest,  Hungary 
participated.  Rabbi  Arnold  Fine 
and  Daniel  Friedman,  Chazan 
Sheni  of  Agudath  Israel 
Synagogue  offered  the  keynote 
address  and  the  El  Moleh 
Rahamim  and  Kaddish. 

A Holocaust  Survivors  Book  is 
being  compiled  to  document  ! 
survivors  and  their  children  in  the  1 
Ottawa  area.  Each  page  of  the 
book  details  the  history  of  an 
individual  and  his  or  her  family 
background.  The  book  is  planned 
to  become  an  important 
community  resource  to  be 
displayed  publicly. 

Holocaust  survivors  from  the 
committee  are  available  on  an 
ongoing  basis  to  speak  to  groups 
such  as  classrooms  studying 
history,  world  religion  and  other 
courses.  Audio-visual  resources 
and  a Holocaust  bibliography  are 
also  available.  The  committee  can 
be  contacted  by  calling 
Community  Relations  Director 
Ruth  Kahane  at  232-7306. 


J 


four  of  the  Jews  imprisoned  in 
Syria  —the  Kastikas,  Darwish 
and  Sabato  were  released  while 
the  Swed  Brothers  remained  in 
prison.  Their  cause  became 
spotlighted  by  the  Ottawa  World 
Jewry  Committee  as  well  as  other 
Jewish  communities  throughout' 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  On  April  19, 
during  Passover,  President  Assad 
of  Syria  released  the  Swed 
brothers.  Following  that,  on  the 
eve  of  the  resumption  of  the 
Middle  East  Peace  Talks,  April 
26,  the  hope  appeared  that 
emigration  for  Jews,  to  countries 
other  than  Israel,  could  become  a 
reality  when  three  Jewish  families 
were  allowed  to  leave  for  the 
United  States. 

A successful  annual  Human 
Rights  Day  Breakfast  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  Machzikei 
Hadas  on  December  8.  Guest 
speaker  Dr.  Jacob  Kovalio  of 
Carleton  University  discussed  his 
work  on  the  Jewish  books  of 
Japan  which  are  both  idealistic 
and  anti-Semitic  some  of  which 
have  links  internationally  with  the 


ideas  of  other  anti  Semitic  writers 
such  as  Canada's  Ernst  Zundel. 

World  Jewry  Shabbat,  planned 
in  conjunction  with  Jewish  Family 
Services,  was  held  March  7 in 
cooperation  with  Temple  Israel.  It 
has  been  held  annually  for  12 
years  at  a different  synagogue 
each  year  as  Soviet  Jewry 
Shabbat.  Guest  speaker  Dr.  Aurel 
Braun  of  the  University  of 
Toronto,  a specialist  on  the 
transformation  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  spoke  about  the 
gamble  for  the  Jews  who  remain  - 
whether  to  leave  for  Israel  or  to 
stay-  and  concluded  that  the  need 
to  leave  is  pressing.  Newcomers 
to  the  Jewish  community  from 
Ethiopia,  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
former  Soviet  Union  were 
involved  in  the  honours  of  the 
Shabbat  service. 

Continued  vigilance  on  behalf 
of  Syrian  and  Jewry  of  other 
countries  is  considered  important. 

Please  contact  Community 
Relations  Director  Ruth  Kahane 
at  232-7306  for  further 
information. 


Ladies  Reception 
Committee  for 
Newcomers 


Rena  Cohen,  Chair 


This  year  marked  another  milestone  for  the  Ladies  Reception 
Committee  for  Newcomers  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
with  the  celebration  of  its  71st  tea.  For  more  than  35  years, 
hundreds  of  women  from  around  the  world  have  been  welcomed  by 
the  Committee.  Our  Founding  Chairperson  Beatrice  Hock  has  had  a 
sincere  concern  that  no  newcomer  be  alone  and  friendless  in  a strange 
community.  Her  dedication  to  befriending  newcomers,  seeking  them 
out  and  making  them  welcome  is  infectious  to  the  whole  community. 
Today,  she  still  remains  a pillar  of  strength  to  all  of  us. 

This  Committee  is  a volunteer  group  of  18  women,  “Chai,”  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir.  Our  mandate  is  to  offer  newcomers 
friendship  and  hospitality  and  to  assist  in  integrating  them  into  the 
Community.  As  a Committee,  we  are  proud  of  the  many  lasting 
friendships  that  have  originated  at  our  tea.  The  present  Committee 
members  are:  Sarah  Berke,  Rose  Betcherman,  Ruth  Calof,  Marcia 
Caplan,  Greta  Cohen,  Naomi  Cracower,  Doris  Edelstein,  Ronnie 
Gavsie,  Vera  Glube,  Carol  Greenberg,  Beatrice  Hock,  Sonia  Kizell, 
Miriam  Levitin,  Ida  Lithwich,  Shirley  Solomon,  Miriam  Weiner, 

Ethel  Taylor  and  Rena  Cohen,  chairperson. 

Two  teas  are  held  each  year,  one  in  the  spring  and  one  in  the  fall. 
Committee  planning  meetings  are  held  prior  to  the  teas.  Invitations 
are  issued  to  all  female  newcomers,  followed  by  a telephone  call. 
Transportation  is  available  for  those  who  require  it.  Sandwiches  and 
desserts  are  prepared  by  the  committee  members  for  the  teas.  The 
guests  are  welcomed  and  introduced  to  one  another.  A printed  list  of 
Jewish  organizations  and  community  activities  is  distributed. 
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—S——-  L STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Women's 

Federation 

Roslyn  Kimmel,  Chair 


Project 

Renewal 

Philip  H.  Gennis,  Chairman 


Women’s  Federation, 

which  does  not  have  a 
clearly  defined  portfolio 
or  structure,  depends  largely  on 
the  vision  and  imagination  of  the 
past-chairpersons  of  the  Women's 
Division  to  give  its  content  a 
meaningful  community  role. 

The  Jewish  Community  of 
Ottawa  has  for  many  years  been 
blessed  with  talented  and 
dedicated  lay-leaders.  However, 
in  the  past  10  years,  the  fast 
growth  of  our  community  which 
saw  it  increase  by  close  to  100% 
has  not  been  reflected  in  the 
growth  of  its  volunteer  leaders. 

I had  become  particularly 
aware  of  that  phenomenon  when 
I became  the  Vice-Chair  of  the 
Women’s  Division.  The 
succession  of  leadership  was 
becoming  more  problematic.  The 
young  women  who  were  already 
combining  many  challenging  roles 
- building  their  careers  while 
bringing  up  a family,  were  also 
approached  and  engaged  in  the 
work  of  volunteer  organizations 
of  the  community  at  large,  so  in 
effect,  we  were  not  attracting 
them  to  the  Jewish  communal 


organizations  or  to  the  Campaign 
work. 

One  of  the  main  objectives  I 
had  set  out  for  myself  as 
Chairman  of  Women’s  Division 
was  to  develop  a leadership 
program  which  would  involve 
young  women  in  the  community 
and  furnish  them  with 
enthusiasm,  skills  and  expertise 
which  would  not  only  encourage 
their  involvement  in  the 
Campaign,  but  reduce  some  of 
the  anxiety  of  not  fully  knowing 
the  parameters  of  their  volunteer 
involvement. 

During  my  chairmanship,  the 
Young  Women  s Leadership 
Council  was  established  and  one 
can  only  speak  in  the  most 
laudatory  terms  about  the  success 
and  the  far-reaching  effects  of  this 
programme. 

It  has  fulfilled  and  surpassed  all 
our  expectations.  The  young 
women  who  have  participated  in 
the  program  learned  from  the 
foremost  experts  in  the  fields  of 
Jewish  law,  ethics,  history.  They 
met  with  outstanding  Jewish 
communal  leaders,  they  attained 
understanding  of  the  purposes, 
fundraising  and  the  structure  of 


the  Jewish  Community  Council 
and  its  constituent  agencies,  and 
above  all,  had  a chance  to  form 
strong  links  with  each  other  that 
would  help  them  in  their  future 
communal  involvement. 

By  continuing  to  play  a role  in 
the  Young  Women’s  Leadership 
Council,  as  an  advisor  in  charge 
of  the  two  programs  which  dealt 
with  fundraising,  I have  given  the 
Women’s  Federation  an 
opportunity  to  be  involved  in  the 
promulgation  of  one  of  the  most 
important  aspects  of  its  commnal 
efforts  - that  of  fundraising. 

The  two  programs  have  helped 
imbue  the  upcoming  leadership 
with  the  sense  of  importance  of 
the  fundraising  for  the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  in  building  and 
maintaining  the  institutions, 
schools  and  agencies  that 
contribute  to  the  vibrancy  of  the 
Jewish  life  in  Ottawa. 

Fundraising  is  one  of  the  most 
important  aspects  of  community 
building  and  development  - and 
by  teaching  the  techniques  and 
skills  of  fundraising  to  the  young 
women,  we  are  assuring  the 
future  of  our  community. 


As  you  are  all  aware,  a portion  of  our  United  Jewish  Appeal 
commitment  to  the  Slate  of  Israel  is  targeted  to  Project 
Renewal  in  the  on-going  effort  to  socially  and  economically 
integrate  all  citizens  of  the  country. 

Ottawa’s  project  community  is  Neot  Herzl  which  consists  of  a 
neighborhood  cluster  comprising  four  eastern  communities  of  the 
City  of  Nelanva  — Sela,  Amidar.’Gan  Bracha  and  Ramat  Herzl  — all 
of  which  reflect  the  need  for  renewal  intervention  in  the  areas  of 
housing,  community  facilities,  employment,  education  and  social 
services.  The  neighborhoods  are  isolated  from  the  general  urban 
fabric  of  Netanva  and  have  suffered  extensively  as  a result.  These 
Jews  of  Iraqui  and  Iranian  descent  have  endured  the  politics  of  their 
birth  only  to  find  themselves  caught  in  a cycle  of  poverty,  criminal 
activity  and  frustration. 

Despite  a slow  beginning.  Project  Renewal  is  starling  to  impact 
upon  the  lives  of  these  people.  With  the  help  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  and  the  enthusiasm  and  commitment  of  the  citizens, 
quality  services  are  being  brought  to  Neot  Herzl.  Services  such  as 
daycare  for  children  and  the  elderly;  belter  education  both  for 
children  and  adults;  planned  recreational  activities  and  community 
action  are  becoming  the  norm,  not  the  exception.  These,  combined 
with  the  proposed  construction  of  a central  community  centre  linked 
by  pedestrian  walkways  connecting  it  to  all  four  neighborhoods,  will 
prove  to  be  the  catalyst  for  the  re-birth  of  Neot  Herzl  and  the  self- 
respect  and  independence  of  its  citizens. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  since  our  involvement  began. 

During  a visit  to  Neot  Herzl  in  January  of  this  year.  Lawrence 
Greenberg.  Gerry  Koffman  and  myself  assisted  in  the  approval  of  a 
clear  budget  for  social  programming  and  obtained  the  commitment  of 
the  City  of  Netanya  and  other  government  agencies  to  expedite  the 
construction  of  the  community  centre.  We  met  with  the  Mayor  of 
Netanya  and  his  planners;  we  met  with  children  and  community 
leaders.  There  is  a spirit  of  optimism  and  evidence  of  movement 
forward.  We  will  have  much  to  be  proud  of  once  this  renewal  is 
complete. 


The  Community  Relations 
Committee’s  ongoing  focus 
areas  have  been 

mulli/ethnocultural  relations,  the 
Ottawa  and  Carleton  Boards  of 
Education,  media  monitoring, 
political  liaison  and  combatting 
Holocaust  denial  and  racist 
incidents. 

Major  efforts  during  1991-92 
included  dealing  with  Holocaust 

I denier  David  Irving’s  appearance 
in  Ottawa,  pushing  for  provincial 
and  school  board  guidelines  to 
combat  the  use  of  publicly-funded 
facilities  by  racist  speakers  and 
monitoring  municipal  and  school 
board  elections. 

A multi/ethnocultural 
| subcommittee  was  formed 
chaired  by  Dr.  Walter  Hendelman 
to  expand  outreach  beyond  the 
Jewish  community.  Community 
relations  has  had  a 
representative,  Sheila  Ray,  on  the 
Multicultural  Centre  Board.  We 
are  members  of  the  National 
Capital  Alliance  on  Race 
Relations  and  have  been  involved 
in  the  City  of  Ottawa 
Multicultural  Policy  review 
process.  Jean  Boulakia  has 
monitored  the  Ethnocultural 
Alliance  of  the  Capital  Region. 

Strong  links  have  been 
maintained  with  the  Ottawa 
Board  of  Education  by 
representatives  Steve  Naor  and 
Walter  Hendelman. 

CRC  now  has  a representative, 
Shari  Ritter,  at  the  Carleton 
Board  of  Education.  CRC 
brought  the  issue  of  anti  racist 
guidelines  for  use  of  school  board 


Community 

Committee 


facilities  to  the  OBE 
Multicultural  Advisory 
Committee  (MAC)  after  the 
Regional  Municipality  of  Ottawa- 
Carleton  adopted  an  anti  racism 
policy  in  March.  MAC  passed  a 
resolution  which  will  go  to  the 
OBE  trustees  for  approval. 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  bring 
forward  a similar  resolution  at  the 
CBE. 

Media  Relations  chairperson 
Ron  Singer  has  built  an  active 
committee  to  monitor  and 
respond  to  anti-Israel  and  anti 
Semitic  bias  in  the  local  media 
and  to  congratulate  them  on 
positive  coverage.  The  committee 
members  have  a strong  record  of 
letters  to  the  editor  being 
published  in  the  Ottawa  Citizen. 
As  well,  proactive  articles  are 
being  provided  to  the  media  such 
as  an  op-ed  piece  on  Jerusalem 
published  in  The  Citizen  by  Ron 
Singer. 

Official  letters  from  the  CRC 
chair  and  the  president  reponded 


Relations 


to  editorials  and  columns  in  The 
Citizen  and  The  Ottawa  Sun. 
Media  coverage  of  events  of  a 
community  relations  nature  has 
been  arranged  in  a thorough 
manner.  Sunday  and  evening 
coverage  has  at  times  been 
difficult  to  arrange  because  of 
media  staff  constraints. 

A breakfast  meeting,  “Increase 
Your  Chutzpah  Quotient  - the 
who/whatAvhen/where/whys  and 
hows  of  letter  writing  to  the 
editor  and  to  politicians"  with 
speakers  Bernie  Farber,  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  national 
associate  director  of  community 
relations  and  Ron  Singer  was 
held  in  cooperation  with 
Machzikei  Hadas  on  April  5. 

The  community  is  asked,  on  an 
ongoing  basis,  to  join  in  these 
efforts. 

Chairperson  Sunny  Tavel  led  a 
delegation  including  President 
Dr.  Maureen  Molot,  Executive 
Director  Gerry  Koffman,  Media 
Relations  Chairman  Ron  Singer 


and  Community  Relations 
Director  Ruth  kahane  to  speak 
with  Editor  Jim  Travers. 
Managing  Editor  Sharon 
Burnside  and  Op-Ed  Page  Editor 
Peter  Robb  on  April  27  to  discuss 
balance  in  their  Middle  East  and 
local  coverage. 

CRC  held  a program  on 
February  5 on  the  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  court  challenge 
for  provincial  funding  to  Jewish 
day  schools  keynoted  by  CJC 
National  Associate  Director 
Bernie  Farber  who  was  travelling 
to  various  Ontario  Jewish 
communities  to  build  support  for 
the  effort.  CRC  successfully 
arranged  for  wide  media 
coverage. 

The  Jewish  Community 
Council  organized  an  information 
table  at  the  International  Day  for 
the  Elimination  of  Racial 
Discrimination  at  a government- 
sponsored  exhibit  held  at  Place 
du  Centre  in  Hull  on  March  23. 
B’nai  Brith  League  for  Human 
Rights  and  Canadian  Jewish 


Congress  were  joint  participants 
in  the  community  information 
table. 

CRC  has  put  out  a call  for 
people  who  would  be  interested 
to  work  on  a future  federal 
election  team  to  interview 
candidates  and  has  had  a positive 
initial  response. 

The  Holocaust  Remembrance 
Chairperson  Vera  Gara  and 
World  Jewry  Committee  Co- 
chairpersons Lillian  Laks  and 
Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka  had  an 
active  representation  at 
Community  Relations  Committee 
meetings  throughout  the  year. 
Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
Director  of  Governmental 
Relations  Eric  Vernon  was  also 
actively  involved. 

CRC  efforts  in  Ottawa  are 
linked  nationally  and  provided 
professional  support- by  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress.  Sunny  Tavel 
and  Ruth  Kahane  attended  two 
national  JCRC  Community 
Relations  meetings  for 
chairpeople  and  directors  from 
across  Canada  this  year  to  discuss 
the  community  relations  agenda 
on  the  national  level,  for  example 
the  hate  cases,  nazi  war  criminals 
and  mulli/ethnocultural  relations. 
Media  Relations  chairperson  Ron 
Singer  also  attended  a CJC 
conference  on  the  media  in 
Calgary.  The  importance  of 
building  a strong  CRC  effort 
locally  has  been  reinforced 
through  awareness  of  what  is 
happening  in  other  communities 
and  how  they  have  countered 
diverse  problems. 


Sunny  Tavel,  Chair 

Ruth  Kahane,  Director  of  Community  Relations 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


UJA  Women's 
Division 


Lynda  Greenberg, 

Bonnie  Merovilz,  Co-Chairs 


Over  the  years,  Women's 
Division  has  strived  to  be 
more  than  a fundraising 
body.  Education,  awareness  and 
future  leadership  development 
have  become  an  integral  part  of 
our  mandate  along  with  a strong 
fundraising  component.  To  this 
end.  we  have  continued  to  offer 
programs  and  speakers  to  meet 
the  ever-increasing  diversity  that 
we  see  emerging  in  our 
community. 

This  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  out  without  a dedicated 
group  of  women  with  a keen 
sense  of  commitment.  Under  Pat 
Flesher,  Vice-Chair.  Campaign, 
Ray  Goldstein.  Vice-Chair, 
Functions,  and  Ingrid  Levitz, 
Associate  Chair,  Education,  the 
canvassers  were  recruited,  cards 
were  distributed  and  collected, 
and  functions  and  educational 
opportunities  were  organized. 
Other  members  of  the  executive 
included  Roslyn  Kimmel, 
Immediate  Past  Chair,  Linda 
Nadolny-Cogan  - Young 
Women's  Leadership  Council 
Chair  and  CJF  Representative, 
and  Debra  David  and  Geri 
Goldstein  - Business  and 
Professional  Group  Co-Chairs. 
Although  we  are  going  through 
difficult  financial  limes,  we  have 
raised  to  date  $566,468  for  the 
1992  campaign,  an  11%  card  for 
card  increase  and  representing 
17%  of  the  total  dollars  raised  for 
the  entire  campaign  - an 
indication  that  the  message  is 
being  received.  Our  number  of 
donors  is  2,111. 

Our  cabinet  kick-off  in  June 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Pal 
Flesher.  The  cabinet  was 
addressed  by  Lorraine  Sandler 
whose  talk  on  the  Miracle  of 
Absorption,  both  the  Russian 
and  Ethiopian  situation,  deeply 
moved  the  cabinet.  After  viewing 
the  video  "Halfway  Home",  the 
cabinet  members  were  each 
asked  to  make  their  commitment. 

In  August.  Betty  Kane 
improved  our  canvassing  skills  at 
a well-attended  training  session 


entitled  "So  You  Thought  You 
Knew  It  All",  held  at  the  home  of 
Roz  Kanigsberg  and  chaired  by 
Carol  Kassie. 

Ariella  Cotier  gave  the 
keynote  address  at  the  opening 
function,  held  in  early  September 
at  the  Chateau  Laurier  and 
chaired  by  Francoise  Vexler  and 
Liz  Schwartz.  Her  talk  on  “The 
Jewish  Condition  in  the  Age  of 
Revolution  " resulted  in  an 
unprecedented  response  from  the 
audience,  with  a 75%  card-for- 
card  increase  being  realized. 

A new  category  was 
established  this  year  - Chai  or 
$1,800.  A contribution  of  this 
amount  entitled  the  donor  entree 
to  the  lop  donor  function  where 
Dr.  Baruch  Gur,  Head  of  the 
Soviet  and  Eastern  Europe 
Department  of  the  Jewish 
Agency,  and  Sheila  Engel,  Past 
Chair  of  National  Women's 
Division.  U1A  Canada, 
addressed  the  audience.  The 
event  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Zelaine  Shinder  who  co-chaired 
with  Roz  Kimmel.  There  were  12 
new  donors  at  the  $1,800  level,  3 
new  Pomegranate  donors  at  the 
$2,500  level.  and  5 new  Lion  of 
Judah  pins  at  the  $5,000  level. 

Our  Outreach  program,  lead 
by  Deborah  Saginur  and  Sharon 
Weinstein  and  held  at  the  home 
of  Roz  Fremclh.  drew  25  women 
from  diverse  backgrounds  who 
had  never  had  any  direct 
affiliation  with  UJA.  It  was  an 
evening  of  friendship,  and 
awareness  of  how  the  dollars  are 
spent,  done  through  a budgeting 
simulation  game. 

Ellen  Fathi  was  editor  of  the 
Women's  Division  Newsletter. 
Two  editions,  one  in  the  Fall,  and 
one  in  the  Spring,  keep  the 
community  informed  of  the 
events  and  people  involved  in  the 
Women's  Division  campaign. 

Together  with  the  General 
Campaign,  Margo  Schwartz  was 
integrally  involved  in  the 
planning  and  execution  of  the 
most  successful  ever  Super 


Sunday  and  Mop-Up  Monday 
events. 

To  address  the  educational 
needs  of  Women's  Division 
members  and  the  general 
community,  Sarah  Vered  gave  a 
three-part  lecture  series  and  slide 
show  on  The  History  of  Zionism 
- a program  well-attended  and 
fascinating  in  scope. 

The  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  Group,  chaired  by 
Debra  David  and  Geri  Goldstein, 
has  continued  to  provide 
excellent  educational 
programming.  Programs 
included:  October's  evening  of 
“Modem  Miracles’’  with 
Ambassador  Itzhak  Shelef; 
December's  program  “Sexual 
Communication  in 
Relationships”  featured  Dr. 

Peggy  Kleinplatz;  March’s 
program  featured  Shirley  Sharzer 
with  “Where  do  We  Go  From 
Here?  Women’s  Expectations: 
Men's  Anxieties”  and  the  final 
meeting  will  take  place  at  the  end 
of  May  with  women’s  health 
issues  being  the  topic. 

The  Youth  Committee,  chaired 
by  Dodie  Potechin  and  Chama 
Mittelman,  developed  a program 
to  sensitize  the  students  in  our 
community  to  the  realities  of 
Operation  Exodus  and  UJA.  A 
video  entitled,  “18  Months  of 
Miracles”  as  well  as  a speaker 
visited  Talmud  Torah  Afternoon 
School,  Star  of  David  and  Ottawa 
Modern  Jewish  School. 

The  Young  Women's 
Leadership  Council,  chaired  by 
Linda  Nadolny-Cogan, 
developed  to  address  the  need 
for  future  leadership,  began  its 
first  year  of  programming.  Ten 
monthly  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  year. 

The  involvement  and 
dedication  of  our  many 
volunteers  in  Women  s Division, 
along  with  our  educational  and 
thought-provoking  programming 
are  the  reasons  we  continue  to 
grow  and  develop.  May  we 
continue  to  go  from  strength  to 
strength. 


Ottawa  Jewish 

Community 

Properties 

Management 

Board 


Stephen  Greenberg,  President 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Property  Management  Board 
provides  a broad  scope  of  service  in  the  management  of  the 
community  properties  at  151  Chapel  Street,  881  Broadview 
Avenue  and  831  Broadview  Avenue.  The  OJCPMB  is  a committee  of 
the  Vaad  Ha'Ir  and  the  president,  Stephen  Greenberg,  is  a member  of 
the  Vaad  Ha  ir's  executive  committee  and  reports  to  that  committee. 
The  responsibilities  of  this  committee  include  the  management  of  all 
Ottawa  Jewish  community  properties  including  the  financial  control  of 
business  transacted  for  same.  The  mandate  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Property  Management  Board  is  to  ensure  that  all 
community  properties  are  operated  on  a full  cost  recovery  basis. 


Shalom 

Ottawa 

Ed  Fine,  Marion  Silver,  Co-Hosts 

The  past  year  was  the  best 
ever  for  Shalom  Ottawa. 

In  June,  the  producers  of 
the  show  received  the  Star 
Award  from  Skyline  Cablevision 
for  best  multicultural  show  on 
Cable  TV  and  Ed  Fine  was 
named  Best  Host  of  a show  in 
the  multicultural  series.  Equally 
gratifying  is  the  response  Shalom 
Ottawa  is  receiving  in  the  Jewish 
Community  as  it  covers  our 
institutions  and  events  and 
reflects  the  Jewish  Community 
back  onto  itself. 

Ed  Fine  and  Marion  Silver 
produce  and  host  the  monthly 


Ottawa  Jewish 

Community 

Foundation 

Gerald  Berger,  President 
Casey  Swedlove,  Director 


The  Officers  and  Directors  are  pleased  to  report  that  since  the 
last  Vaad  Annual  Meeting  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
Foundation  has  continued  its  steady  growth. 

The  capital  in  the  Foundation  as  of  December  31, 1991  was 
$5  172  340.  consisting  of  344  individual  Funds.  During  the  past  12 
months  our  capital  increased  by  $505,142.  Since  the  year-end  we  have 
increased  our  capital  by  an  additional  $628,210.,  bringing  our  total 
capital  to  $5,800,550.  as  of  March  31, 1992.  The  total  allocations  to 
local  and  Israeli  charities  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1991  was 
$455,795.,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  $500,000.  will  be  available  for 
distribution  for  the  year  ending  1992. 

The  following  Funds  were  established  since  the  last  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Vaad: 

Barry  and  Ricki  Baker  Endowment  Fund 
Eliezer  Menachem  Bulka  Endowment  Fund 
Goldie  and  Morris  Cantor  Endowment  Fund 
Cayla  and  Littman  Cardash  Memorial  Fund 
Rabbi  Dr.  Edward  Yehuda  Cardash  Memorial  Fund 
Sam  and  Rose  Edelson  Endowment  Fund 
Nat  Edelstein  Memorial  Fund 
Cynthia  and  Abe  Engel  Endowment  Fund 
Klara  Engel  Memorial  Fund 
Lillian  Hitzig  Fein  Memorial  Fund 
Ben  (Berchik)  and  Ida  Greenberg  Endowment  Fund 
Irving  and  Shirley  Greenberg  Endowment  Fund 
Niome  Greenberg  Memorial  Fund 
Kershman  Family  Endowment  Fund 
Gerry  and  Rachelie  Koffman  Endowment  Fund 
Laurie  Levitin  Memorial  Fund 
Labor  Zionist  Fund 
Reuben  Palef  Memorial  Fund 
Sam  and  Goldie  Silbert  Endowment  Fund 
Beatrice  and  Norman  Stein  Endowment  Fund 
Ottawa  Jewish  Historical  Society  Endowment  Fund 
The  Insurance  program  continues  to  meet  with  the  community’s 
acceptance.  Our  totaT  insurance  in  force  as  at  March  31, 1992  was 
$5,150,000.  If  you  are  in  the  age  group  between  30  and  40  and  both 
spouses  are  non  smokers,  the  premium  is  unbelievably  low.  Speak  to 
your  insurance  agent  and  get  the  rate  that  applies  to  you.  One  can, 
with  a very  small  cash  outlay,  leave  a legacy  to  the  community  many 
times  more  than  they  would  donate  during  their  lifetime.  The 
Foundation  will  issue  official  receipts  for  income  tax  purposes  for  the 
entire  premium. 

Much  of  our  growth  has  come  from  bequests  in  Wills.  Therefore, 
the  Directors  are  again  suggesting  that  when  planning  or  updating 
your  Will  discuss  a bequest  to  the  Foundation  with  your  lawyer,  to 
perpetuate  your  name  in  the  community  forever.  The  bequest  can  be 
directed  to  benefit  a favorite  charity  within  the  city  or  it  can  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Directors,  who  will  allocate  the  income  to  a 
beneficiary  agency  that  requires  financial  aid. 

For  information  regarding  the  establishment  of  a Fund  contact 
Casey  Swedlove  at  236-5442,  Laura  Greenberg  or  Howard  Goldberg 
at  232-7306. 

For  a copy  of  the  Annual  Report  and  Auditor's  Statement  contact 
Laura  Greenberg. 


show.  Although  unseen  by 
viewers,  Associate  producers 
Mike  Shaver  and  Jordena  Kraut 
help  ensure  that  the  pace  is  lively 
and  the  editing  is  crisp.  Jordena 
also  directs  the  show.  In  the  past 
year,  following  its  purchase  of 
Skyiine,  Rogers  Cablevision  has 
invested  heavily  in  numerous 
technical  improvements  resulting 
in  better  picture  and  sound 
quality. 

This  year  we  continued  to  get 
out  into  the  community,  and 
Shalom  Ottawa  originated  from 
A Taste  of  Chocolate,  the 
Chanukah  candlelighting  on 


Parliament  Hill,  and  from  the 
JCC  Purim  Carnival.  Highlights 
of  the  season  included 
discussions  with  Rabbi 
Finkelstein  on  Jewish  Halachah 
as  it  treats  the  sensitive  issues  of 
artificial  insemination  and 
abortion.  Shalom  Ottawa  also 
covered  the  Jewish  Community's 
Righteous  Gentile  presentation 
to  Arie  Van  Mansum  and 
interviewed  Dr.  Ruth. 

Shaiom  Ottawa  is  produced 
entirely  by  volunteers,  and 
except  for  some  administrative 
support,  receives  no  financial 
allocation  from  the  Vaad. 
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1 111 BBS  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Canadian 
Foundation  for 
Jewish  Education 

Martin  K.  Levinson,  FCA,  President 


w 


eligious  education  has  always  been  regarded  as  indispensible 
to  creative  Jewish  survival.  As  a consequence,  schools  of 
.religious  instruction  have  been  established  in  Canada,  Israel, 

| the  U.S.  and  other  countires  of  the  world.  In  order  to  be  able  to 
support  Torah  education,  and  at  the  same  time  receive  valid  tax 
receipts  for  contributions,  the  Canadian  Foundation  for  Jewish 
Education  was  organized. 

The  Canadian  Foundation  for  Jewish  Education  is  a registered 
charity,  authorized  to  grant  scholarships  for  Torah  education.  In 
order  to  comply  with  Canadian  income  tax  regulations,  no  monies  can 
be  sent  to  institutions  without  supporting  application  forms  by  needy 
students  at  the  Yeshiva  itself. 

The  Canadian  Foundation  for  Jewish  Education  is  not  itself  a 
fundraising  organization.  It  is  merely  an  agent  to  allow  the  various 
institutions  the  opportunity  to  solicit  funds  in  our  community  which 
wili  be  tax  deductible. 

Institutions  wishing  to  collect  funds  must  first  receive  approval 
from  the  Board  of  the  Canadian  Foundation  for  Jewish  Education. 
Once  approved,  the  institution  is  allotted  a week  to  collect  in  the  city. 
These  dates  are  allotted  on  a pre-arranged  basis  by  staff  members  at 
151  Chapel  St.  When  the  representatives  of  the  institution  arrives,  he 
reports  to  the  office,  presents  his  credentials,  and  obtains  temporary 
receipt  books  supplied  by  the  Foundation.  The  possession  of  these 
books  assures  the  donor  that  the  institution  is  valid,  is  authorized  to 
collect,  and  is  wor  thy  of  support. 

Once  the  representative  has  completed  his  collections,  the  receipt 
books  and  the  total  sum  collected  are  turned  in  to  our  offices.  No 
monies  wili  be  released  before  completed  scholarship  forms  are  in  our 
possession.  When  the  form(s)  have  been  received,  we  send  a cheque 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  collection,  less  5%  for  administration, 
directly  to  the  institution  in  Canada,  Israel  or  the  United  States.  Our 
corresponding  letter  indicates  the  scholarship  award  recipient(s)  and 
requests  the  institution  to  credit  the  account  of  the  student  with  the 
sum  in  question. 

We  are  pleased  to  list  hereunder  the  names  of  the  institutions 
which  solicited  funds  in  Ottawa  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 


Shalom  Welcome  Service 


Ann  Goldberg 

Beryl  Ben-Reuven,  Co-Chairs 


The  Shalom  Welcome  Service  was  established  in  order  to  assist  newcomers  to  integrate  into  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community.  It  is  run  by  volunteers,  many  of  them  relative  newcomers  themselves. 
Newcomers  to  our  community  are  put  on  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & Review  mailing  list  and  are 
contacted  by  a volunteer  who  telephones  them  and  extends  greetings  on  behalf  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community.  A Shalom  Welcome  booklet  and  a letter  of  welcome  from  the  president  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council  are  sent.  Newcomers  are  invited  to  a coffee  and  cake  evening  which  not  only  gives 
them  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community,  its  institutions  and  organizations,  but 
also  gives  them  the  opportunity  to  meet  other  newcomers  to  the  community.  Since  September  Shalom 
Welcome  has  welcomed  approximately  130  people  to  the  community.  A coffee  and  cake  reception  was  held 
on  December  4, 1991  and  another  will  be  held  in  the  Spring. 

Shalom  Welcome  Service  extends  an  invitation  to  the  community  to  inform  us  about  newcomers  to 
Ottawa  so  that  they  can  be  invited  to  one  of  our  informational  and  social  evenings. 

We  also  welcome  new  volunteers  to  Shalom  Welcome  Service  and  representatives  of  Ottawa  Jewish 
organizations,  services,  schools,  and  synagogues  who  would  like  to  provide  brochures  or  representatives  for 
our  invitational  evenings. 

To  have  your  name  put  on  the  mailing  list  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & Review  call  Alyce  Baker  at 
232-7306.  For  further  information  about  the  Shalom  Welcome  Service,  call  Kayla  Mallay  at  232-7306. 


Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  & Review 


Diskin  Orphan  Home,  Israel 

$1,374.00 

Rabbinical  College  of  Canada 

3,983.00 

Beth  Joseph  Zvi  Dushinsky,  Israel 

1,852.00 

Center  Yeshiva  Beth  Joseph,  Israel 

561.00 

Maor  Hagola  Rabbinical  College,  Canada 

1,097.00 

Yeshiva  Lomza  Petach  Tikvah,  Israel 

423.00 

Yeshiva  Gedola  Merkaz  Hatorah,  Canada 

656.00 

Ner  Israel  Rabbinical  College,  U.S.  A. 

1,257.00 

Knesset  B'nei  Hagola.  Israel 

1,831.00 

Yeshiva  Ohel  Moshe  Diskin,  Israel 

1,302.00 

Ner  Israel  Yeshiva  Coliege,  Canada 

204.00 

Beth  Jacob  School  for  Girls,  Canada 

1 ,535.00 

Congregation  Imray  Chaim,  Canada 

517.00 

Agudas  Tomchei  Nachal  Novea,  U.S. A. 

100.00 

Yeshiva  Kerem  B'Yuvneh 

111.00 

Yeshiva  First  Mesifto  Canada 

128.00 

Slobodker  Yeshiva 

1,241.00 

Panat  Shapira 

100.00 

$18.272,00 

B’ 


The  number  of  institutions  coming  to  Ottawa  is  decreasing  each 
year  due  to  the  difficulty  in  the  organizations'  finding  individuals  to 
come  to  collect. 

As  well,  the  Foundation  acts  as  a transmittal  agent  for  certain 
institutions.  These  funds  are  sent  in  from  other  communities  in 
Canada  and  the  Foundation  handies  the  transfer,  scholarship  forms 
and  receipting.  For  this  service,  a 3%  administration  charge  is  levied. 
During  the  fiscal  year  under  review,  the  following  out-of-rown  funds 
were  received  and  distributed: 


Ponevez  Yeshiva,  Israel 
Heichal  Hatalmud,  Israel 


$32,850.00 

1.546.00 

$34.396.00 


y the  time  you  read  this 
_ _ report,  one  of  the  most 
j JlJ  important  questions  that 
has  ever  been  raised  regarding 
the  distribution  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Bulletin  & Review  will 
have  been  decided.  As  we  go  to 
press,  a motion  calling  for  an 
annual  subscription  fee  to  the 
Bulletin  - at  the  rates  of  $30.  for 
out-of-town  readers  and  $18.  for 
all  those  residing  in  the  National 
Capital  area  - has  been  approved 
by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Vaad.  Pending  full  approval 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  this 
subscription  will  take  effect  on 
September  1,  1992  following  a 
promotional  awareness  campaign 
over  the  summer  months. 

This  radical  step  was 
recommended  by  the  Bulletin 
Committee  following  an  in-depth 
study  throughout  this  past  year 
of  virtually  every  aspect  of  the 
Bulletin  from  both  a financial 
and  operational  viewpoint.  Our 
conclusion  was  that  we  had  no 
other  course  of  action,  other  than 
to  institute  a subscription  policy, 
if  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
is  to  be  able  to  continue  to 
receive  their  own  newspaper. 

Despite  our  successful  efforts 
over  the  past  few  years  to 
increase  advertising  revenues  by 
aggressively  marketing  the  paper 
to  area  businesses  and 
notwithstanding  the  institution  of 
measures  for  more  cost-effective 
production  - postage  costs  have 
continued  to  escalate  at  an 
uncontrollable  rate.  New  postal 
regulations  increased  our  rates 
by  50%  in  March  of  1991  and 
virtually  doubled  them  again  in 
the  spring  of  this  year.  Like  many 
other  publishers,  we  discovered 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  we 
can  do  to  resist  these  increases. 


The  issue  of  a subscription  has 
been  an  agonizing  question,  holly 
debated  and  very  thoroughly  and 
responsibly  examined  by  both 
the  Bulletin  and  Executive 
Committees  of  the  Vaad.  In 
these  very  difficult  economic 
times,  we  were  forced  to  come  to 
grips  with  the  consideration  of 
what  the  Bulletin  is  truly  “worth” 
to  the  community.  Faced  with  an 
ongoing  deficit  of  increasing  and 
alarming  proportions,  it  is  the 
feeling  of  both  Committees  (and 
optimistically,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  will  concur)  that  a 
subscription  base  is  the  only 
means  of  survival  for  the 
Bulletin.  Hopefully,  the  request 
for  a subscription  fee  of  "Chai" 
will  be  honoured  by  our  entire 
readership  and  give  new  "life"  to 
our  paper. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & 
Review  is  published  by  the 
Jewish  Community  Council  of 
Ottawa  - Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'Ir  and 
is  the  only  vehicle  within  our 
community  disseminating  news 
of  local  Jewish  activities  as  well 
as  providing  a brief  overveiw  of 
worldwide  Jewish  events.  Added 
to  the  mix  oflocal 
announcements/reports/fund 
raising  efforts  and  JTA  (Jewish 
Telegraphic  Agency)  global  news 
feeds  are  advice,  reviews  and 
commentaries  of  our  regular 
columnists.  The  Jewish 
Community  Centre's 
"Centrefold"  with  its  cultural, 
social  and  sports  news  for  kids, 
teens  and  seniors  is  also  a lively, 
informative  and  eagerly  awaited 
insert  in  The  Bulletin. 

The  Vaad  publishes  nineteen, 

24  page  (average)  issues  a year, 
including  this  special  edition  for 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community.  The 
Bulletin's  circulation  of  3700 
reaches  virtually  every  Jewish 


Mark  Max,  Chair 


home  in  our  community,  as  well 
as  former  Ottawans  who  have 
left  the  city,  our  students 
attending  out-of-town 
universities  and  even  Florida 
“snowbirds".  Hopefully,  this 
circulation  base  will  remain 
steadfast  even  with  a paid 
subscription  requirement. 

Once  again.  I would  like  to 
most  sincerely  thank  the 
members  of  the  Committee  - 
Myra  Aronson  and  Miriam 
Bloom  - both  of  whom  certainly 
worked  above  and  beyond  the 
call  of  duty  this  year.  Cindy 
Engel  continues  her  outstanding 
devotion  to  a paper  that  has 
become  an  institution  - as  has  her 
role  as  Editor  - in  our 
community.  The  Bulletin  and 
Cindy  Engel  arc  synonymous. 
Testimony  to  Alyce  Baker's 
strong  sales  efforts  is  the  fact  that 
our  advertising  revenues  have 
remained  firm  even  throughout 
these  difficult  times.  I would  also 
like  to  acknowledge  my 
appreciation  of  Alyce  s 
assistance  and  concern  in  helping 
us  examine  all  the  expenditures 
and  revenues  of  the  Bulletin. 
Lastly.  I extend  my  special 
gratitude  to  Gerry  Koffman  and 
his  staff  for  his/their  continuing 
advice  and  assistance.  We  have 
all  had  an  extremely  busy  and 
trying  lime  attempting  to  take 
the  Bulletin  apart  and  pul  it  back 
together  again,  stronger  than 
ever,  i am  certain  all  our  efforts 
have,  and  will  continue  to  be. 
appreciated.  I am  confident  that 
when  the  good  people  of  our 
community  are  asked  to  pay  for 
the  Bulletin  - their  own.  unique, 
special  paper  that  up  until  now 
has  been  free  - that  they  will 
respect  the  position  we  have 
taken  and  respond  positively  and 
strongly. 
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AGENCIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS 


Star  of  David 
Hebrew  School 


Jewish  Family  Services 
of  Ottawa- Carleton 

Ian  E.  Fine,  Chair 

Elaine  Rabin,  Executive  Director 


Dr.  Sandy  Ages,  Chair 

As  we  embark  on  the  16th  anniversary  of  Star  of  David  Hebrew 
School,  we  are  very  proud  of  our  commitment  to  Jewish 
education.  In  1976,  a dedicated  group  of  parents  started  our 
school  with  a small  enrolment  of  eighteen  children.  The  number 
eighteen,  or  chai,  is  significant;  the  life  and  continued  growth  and 
development  of  our  school  is  nurtured  by  the  hard  work  and 
dedication  of  it’s  Board  Members,  principal  Hennie  Honigman  and 
dedicated  teachers. 

This  year  our  Board  has  been  most  fortunate  to  have  the  expert 
guidance  of  a founding  member,  Judy  Kerzner.  Presently  Judy’s 
granddaughter  attends  our  kindergarten  program. 

We  arc  delighted  to  have  a second  generation  of  the  Kerzner 
Family  on  our- student  roster.  It  is  a privilege  to  work  with  Judy,  a 
young  and  energetic  “Bubbie”.  It  is  also  a privilege  to  work  with  Jak 
Jabes  who  has  given  tirelessly  to  the  support  of  our  school.  Many 
thanks  to  Debi  Baylin  and  Lina  Yachnin  for  their  very  capable  and 
efficient  assistance.  . 

The  Star  of  David  Hebrew  School  is  an  integral  part  of  Machzikei 
Hadas  Synagogue.  Our  school  is  most  grateful  for  the  support  and 
guidance  of  Rabbi  Bulka  and  Cantor  Levinson. 

Our  goal  is  to  offer  our  children  an  understanding  and  appreciation 
of  their  Jewish  heritage.  Our  curriculum  includes  History,  Chumash, 
Laws  and  Customs  and  Hebrew.  The  Siddur  is  read  daily  to 
familiarize  the  children  with  the  services  of  the  synagogue.  The  school 
is  proud  of  its  library  and  students  are  encouraged  to  read  our  wide 
selection  of  reference  materials  and  books. 

Our  school  philosophy  focuses  on  the  individual  needs  of  each 
child.  Our  staff  is  attentive  to  each  student’s  level  of  comprehension 
and  learning.  Remedial  and  enrichment  programs  are  part  of  our 
curriculum.  We  encourage  parental  participation. 

Some  of  the  highlights  over  the  year  have  included  Rosh  Hashona 
Celebrations,  a tnp  to  Hillel  Lodge  for  our  annual  Chanukah 
program.  Our  Purim  Festivities,  with  baked  hamantashen  by  the 
students,  included  games,  songs  and  arts  and  crafts.  Our  Annual 
Passover  Seder  took  place  with  all  our  Kindergarten  to  Grade  VII 
students  participating. 

The  Star  of  David  Hebrew  School  is  an  important  entity  in  the 
Jewish  Community.  We  are  dedicated  to  the  individual  needs  of  each 
of  our  students.  “Participation’’  and  “Encouragement"  are  part  of  our 
successful  format. 


I am  pleased  to  report  to  the 
community  on  the  events  of 
the  past  year  at  Jewish 
Family  Services  of  Ottawa- 
Carleton. 

The  Agency  has  witnessed  a 
steady  growth  in  the  demand  for 
its  services.  Unfortunately,  while 
the  Agency  and  its  services  are 
being  utilized  more  and  more, 
funding  is  becoming  an 
increasingly  problematic  issue. 
The  Agency  is  funded  by  all 
levels  of  government,  the  United 
Way,  the  Jewish  Community  and 
JIAS.  All  of  our  funders  have 
been  belt-tightening  given  the 
economic  times  with  which  we 
are  faced. 

The  United  Way  has  cut-back 
its  allocation  to  the  Agency  by 
approximately  3.50  per  cent  this 
year.  Elaine  Rabin,  our 
Executive  Director,  and 
members  of  our  Board  have  met 
on  several  occasions  with 
officials  from  the  United  Way  in 
an  effort  to  obtain  additional 
funding.  We  feel  quite  strongly 
that,  notwithstanding  the 
shortfall  in  the  campaign,  our 
Agency  is  being  under  funded 
relative  to  the  other  agencies  in 
Ottawa  which  provide  similar 
services.  We  are  hopeful  that,  in 
time,. the  United  Way  will 
appreciate  our  position  and 
provide  us  with  a larger 


allocation. 

We  have  also  met  in  the  past 
year  with  officials  from  the 
Regional  Municipality  of 
Ottawa-Carleton  in  a similar 
attempt  to  obtain  additional 
funding.  Our  position  with  the 
Region  has  been  similar  to  that 
taken  with  the  United  Way.  The 
Region  funds  all  social  services 
in  this  community  and  we  want 
to  ensure  we  are  treated  fairly 
vis-a-vis  the  other  agencies. 

Our  own  community 
continues  to  support  the  Agency 
very  generously.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
were  it  not  for  the  support  of  our 
community,  we  would  cease  to 
exist.  We  extend  our  many 
thanks  to  you,  the  community, 
for  your  continued  support. 

On  a more  negative  note,  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  this 
Agency  is  concerned  for  the 
welfare  of  our  dedicated  staff 
members.  It  has  come  to  light 
this  year  that  there  may  be 
significant  disparities  between 
incomes  earned  by  our  own  staff 
members  and  staff  members  of 
the  other  agencies  providing  the 
same  or  similar  services  in  our 
community.  We  have 
approached  all  of  our  funders 
and  urged  them,  to  conduct  their 
own  inquiry  into  these 
disparities.  We  are  hopeful  that 


our  funders  will  take  this  into 
consideration  when  determining 
our  future  allocations. 

The  Agency  is  becoming  more 
and  more  involved  with  children. 
Clearly,  there  is  a demand  for 
counselling  services  for  children. 
We  are  seeing  increasing 
demands  for  counselling  for 
children  and  we  hope  to 
continue  to  expand  this  area  of 
our  services. 

Our  staff  has  been  working  at 
full  capacity.  We  are  currently 
serving  approximately  850 
clients  and  provide  3,200 
counselling  hours  annually.  In 
this  past  year,  we  served  6,000 
kosher  meals.  Finally,  we 
assisted  100  new  immigrants  to 
our  community.  We  appreciate 
the  effort  our  staff  has  given 
especially  in  light  of  problems  in 
the  salary  area.  Elaine  Rabin, 
has,  as  always,  been  key  lo  the 
Agency’s  existence.  We  are  very 
well  respected  in  the  general 
community  and  it  is  due  largely 
to  the  staffs  efforts  that  we 
command  this  respect. 

Finally,  we  must  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  our 
dedicated  volunteers  who  service 
the  many  members  of  our 
community.  Without  our  many 
dedicated  volunteers,  we  could 
not  exist. 


Ottawa  Vaad 
Hakashrut 


Aaron  Sarna,  Chairman 
Moe  Litwack,  Vice-Chairman 


The  Ottawa  Vaad 

Hakashrut  is  the  sole 
community  kashrut- 
granting  agency  in  the  city.  As 
such,  it  supervises  kosher  food 
production  and  preparation  in 
key  institutions  and 
establishments.  It  disseminates 
news  on  the  observance  of 
kashrut  and  the  availability  of 
kosher  products  and  services. 
Active  rabbinic  and  lay 
committees  meet  regularly. 

During  the  year,  the  Vaad 
Hakashrut  continued  to  provide 
kashrut  supervision  at  United 
Kosher  Meat  and  Deli  and  Blue 
Heron  Fishery  on  Richmond 
Road.  At  Rideau  Bakery,  bread 
and  bread  products  were  under 
the  Vaad’s  supervision  and  signs 
were  displayed  at  both  stores 
itemizing  these  products.  In 
addition,  challah  was  taken 
nightly.  Dairy  products  produced 
by  Ault  Dairies  were  granted 
certification  for  Passover  use  and 


fish  for  Passover  was  supervised 
at  the  Blue  Heron  store.  The 
Westin  Hotel  kitchen  was 
kashered  for  a JNF  function. 

Ernie  the  Caterer  of  Montreal 
was  authorized  as  a third  full- 
time caterer  in  the  city  and  two 
kosher  restaurants  were 
approved.  Unfortunately,  both 
were  unable  to  sustain  their 
operations  and  were  forced  to 
close  after  six  months  in  business. 
A new  application  for  a glatt 
kosher  restaurant  has  been 
approved  and  it  is  hoped  it  will 
get  off  the  ground  shortly. 

The  Vaad  was  also  responsible 
for  ensuring  kashrut  at  Hillel 
Lodge,  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre,  B'nai  Brith  JCC  summer 
camps,  Jack  Smith’s  Kosher 
Catering,  Jack  Edelson  Catering 
and  Myra/Rose  Gourmet 
Baking. 

The  Vaad  continued  its 
publicity  program  of  bringing  a 


n 


greater  awareness  of  kashrut  to 
the  community  through  its 
Kosher  Comer  column  in  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & Review. 

In  addition,  kashrut  services  at 
local  hospitals  and  public  homes 
for  the  aged  were  monitored. 

The  Vaad  Hakashrut  is  a 
constituent  agency  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Council/Vaad  Hair. 
It  comprises  a 20-member  Say 
committee  representing  all 
synagogues  (with  the  exception 
of  Temple  Israel),  Hillel  Lodge, 
and  four  members  at  large;  in 
addition,  the  Rabbinic 
Committee  is  composed  of 
Rabbis  Saul  Aranov,  Mordecai 
Berger,  Reuven  Bulka,  Arnold 
Fine  and  Howard  Finkelstein. 
Three  mashgichim  supervise 
kashrut  throughout  the  year  and 
additional  mashgichim  have  been 
retained  for  Passover,  restaurant 
and  summer  camp  supervision 
responsibilities. 


Camp 

Gesher 


Richard  Zuker,  Chairman 
Shmuel  Strassberg,  Shaiiach 

Camp  Gesher  welcomes  campers  from  Ottawa,  as  well  as 

Hamilton,  Toronto,  Montreal  and  other  communities  in  the 
region.  The  camp  is  located  on  Pringle  Lake,  north  of  Kaladar, 
about  two  hours  west  of  Ottawa.  Camp  Gesher  is  one  of  five  camps  in 
North  America  sponsored  by  the  Habonim-Dror  Movement. 

The  camp  program  consists  of  a wide  range  of  recreational  and 
educational  activities.  Outdoor  activities  include  camping,  hiking,  and 
environmental  awareness.  A full  water  sports  program  of  swimming, 
canoeing  and  waterskiing  is  offered.  Other  sports  include  baseball, 
basketball,  volleyball  and  soccer.  The  senior  campers  participate  at 
the  Maccabiah.  There  is  also  arts  and  crafts  and  Israeli  dancing.  Much 
of  the  program  is  devoted  to  inspiring  the  values  of  the  Habonim- 
Dror  Movement  and  a love  of  Israel  and  Judaism  through  song  and 
dance,  drama,  work  projects,  sharing  of  kupa,  speaking  Hebrew,  oneg 
shabbats  and  special  events  reliving  experiences  of  pioneers  in 
Palestine. 

Counsellors,  schlichim  and  a Camp  Committee  all  contribute  to 
Camp  Gesher’s  success.  Using  their  experience  and  training  in  the 
Movement,  the  counsellors  plan  and  lead  the  programs.  The  schlichim 
from  Ottawa  and  Toronto  manage  the  camp.  A camp  committee  of 
parents,  Movement  supporters,  madrichim  and  schlichim,  is  actively 
involved  in  the  direction  of  the  camp.  At  pre-camp  weekends  families 
of  campers  help  prepare  for  the  camp  season  by  cleaning-up,  painting, 
making  repairs  and  doing  small  construction  projects. 

The  camp  has  embarked  on  an  ambitious  construction  program  to 
upgrade  its  facilites.  New  cabins  have  been  built,  a new  kitchen  and 
expanded  dining  hall  arc  planned  for  next  year,  and  we  dream  of  a 
large  new  recreation  hall  after  that. 

More  than  a place.  Camp  Gesher  is  an  experience.  Gesher  lives  in 
the  memories  of  all  those  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  share  its 
joys. 
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B'nai  Brith 
Youth 

Organization 


Doug  Baum,  City  Director 

The  B'nai  Brith  Youth  Organization  (BBYO)  is  the  largest 
Jewish  youth  group  in  the  world  with  over  36,000  members, 
BBYO  chapters  can  be  found  in  North,  Centra!  and  South 
America,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  Europe,  Israel  and  South 
Africa.  The  organization  is  comprised  of  two  branches,  AZA  (Aleph 
Zadek  Aleph)  for  boys  and  BBC,  B’nai  Brith  Girls.  The  BBYO 
program  is  divided  into  different  categories,  called  folds,  which  include 
community  service,  athletics,  sisterhood,  fraternity,  social  and  religious 
activities  and  Jewish  heritage. 

Ottawa  BBYO  is  part  of  the  Lake  Ontario  Region  which  includes 
Kingston,  Guelph,  London,  Hamilton,  Toronto,  Buffalo  and 
Rochester  N.Y.,  with  regional  headquarters  in  Toronto.  Locally, 
BBYO  works  closely  with  its  parent  organization  and  local  lodges  as 
well  the  J.C.C.  Indeed  a significant  portion  of  the  funding  for  the 
region  is  raised  in  Ottawa. 

BBYO  is  unique  among  youth  groups  in  that  it  is  youth  led  which  is 
to  say  that  it  is  the  youth  themseives  who  occupy  all  executive 
positions  (at  the  local,  regional  and  international  levels)  and  do  all  the 
planning  and  execution  of  the  programming.  Adult  participation  is 
limited  to  chapter  advisors  who  ‘coach’  the  members,  providing  advice 
and  supervision,  and  a part-time  staff  worker  who  handles  the 
administrative  aspects  of  the  organization. 

This  past  year  BBYO  has  participated  in  the  J.C.C.  registration  day, 
at  Arts  Alive  and  the  J.C.C.’s  Purim  Carnival.  Members  aiso  helped 
out  at  the  REACH  auction  held  at  the  Chateau  Laurier,  which 
benefits  the  handicapped,  decorated  the  Succoh  at  Beth  Shalom  and 
collected  Halloween  candy  for  the  kids  at  CHEO.  BBYO  also  sold 
child  identification  kits  to  the  community,  which  are  highly 
recommended  for  parents  with  small  children.  Additionally,  the 
chapter  executives  attended  the  regional  leadership  convention  at  the 
B’nai  Brith  retreat  at  Parry  Sound,  there  were  numerous  social  events 
and  a visit  of  the  Internationa!  Godol  (President)  of  AZA.  While  the 
year  overall  has  been  successful  the  unfortunate  meningococal  episode 
did  impact  adversely,  causing  the  cancellation  of  several  activities. 

As  the  year  end  approaches,  each  chapter  is  holding  elections  and 
preparing  for  the  spring  convention  in  Toronto  where  the  new 
regional  executive  will  be  elected.  This  summer  several  members  will 
be  either  attending  international  leadership  training  camps  at  the 
B'nai  Brith  retreat  in  Pennsylvania  or  going  on  the  BBYO  trip  to 
Israel. 

BBYO  is  a dynamic  and  growing  organization  which  offers  Jewish 
youth  a positive,  fun  and  challenging  program  while  maintaining  an 
essentia!  link  to  world  Jewry.  BBYO  really  can  offer  you  the  world!  If 
you  would  like  more  informailon  about  BBYO  please  contact  Doug 
Baum  at  789-6837. 


Jewish  Students 
Union-Hillel 


Mayer  Alvo,  Chair 


Three  directors  working 

part-time  were  in  charge  of 
co-ordinating  activities  at 
JSU  this  year.  Two  were 
principally  in  charge  at  Carleton 
University  and  at  the  University 
of  Ottawa  respectively  and  one 
was  responsible  for  BBYO.  The 
arrangement,  which  represents  a 
departure  from  previous  years, 
came  in  part  because  of  severe 
financial  difficulties  faced  by 
B'nai  Brith  Canada.  JSU 
received  its  funding  from  the 

IVaad  and  from  local  B’nai  Brith 
lodges.  Compared  with  the 
previous  year  attendance  at  each 
event  has  more  than  doubled 
and  there  were  almost  three 
limes  as  many  cvcnls.  These 
successes  were  in  large  measure 
due  to  the  very  strong  student 
executive  and  the  fine 
stewardship  of  directors,  law 
students  Douglas  Baum,  Stanley 
Frisch  and  Harris  Rosen. 

JSU  continued  to  carry  out  its 
mandate  of  promoting  social, 
cultural,  religious  and  political 
aclivities  among  post  secondary 
school  students  in  Ottawa.  A 
barbecue  held  in  the  summer  of 
1991  attracted  a record  70 
students.  The  major  opening 
event  held  in  September  1991, 
attracted  some  370  students  and 
afforded  students  an  opportunity 
for  meeting  other  Jewish 
students  from  post  secondary 
schools  in  an  informal 
atmosphere. 

A number  of  Shabbat  dinners 
were  held  at  various  iocal 
synagogues  including  Beth 
Shalom,  Machzikei  Hadas,  and 
Agudalh  Israel.  The  reception  at 
these  dinners  was  always  warm 
and  discussion  was  lively.  In 
addition  to  the  rabbis,  there 
were  guest  speakers  such  as 


Yaacov  Paran  from  the  Israeli 
Embassy.  Attendance  at  these 
dinners  was  often  in  excess  of  30 
students  (the  dinner  at  Beth 
Shalom  attracted  62  students). 

Jewish  holidays  were  observed 
and  there  was  a Chanukah  parly 
held  at  the  Chateau  Laurier 
(which  attracted  some  125 
students)  and  a Purim  party. 
Several  other  parties  were  held 
in  the  second  semester 
concluding  with  one  at  the 
Elephant  and  Castle. 

Attendance  in  all  cases  exceeded 
100  students. 

During  a Shabbat  morning 
service,  JSU  was  honoured  by 
Beth  Shalom  and  presented  with 
a plaque  to  mark  its 
contributions  for  promoting 
Jewish  activities  on  campus.  JSU 
members  also  participated  in 
Arts  Alive  and  have  on  occasion 
contributed  articles  to  the 
Bulletin.  To  mark  Sepharad  ‘92, 
the  Jewish  community  was 
invited  to  a reception  and  to 
hear  a speaker.  Two  JSU 
members  entered  the  Canadian 
Zionist  Federation  public 
speaking  contest  and  performed 
very  well. 

JSU  participated  in  the  Jewish 
Mens’  baseball  league  in  the 
summer  and  continued  to 
sponsor  a hockey  team  in  the 
winter. 

Information  tables  were  held 
weekly  at  each  campus.  In  part, 
these  serve  the  purpose  of 
keeping  JSU  members  informed 
about  up-coming  events  and 
students  in  general,  informed 
about  Israel.  Ian  Kagedan  spoke 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa  on 
"Racism  in  Canada". 

Two  events  placed 
considerable  strain  on  JSU  this 
year.  The  first  involved  serious 
anti-Semitic  remarks  made  by  an 


invited  native  speaker  during  a 
course  given  at  the  Law  School 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa.  The 
University  administration  was 
slow  to  react  and  it  took  the 
combined  resources  of  the 
Jewish  Community  and  several 
professors  to  ultimately  resolve 
the  matter  satisfactorily.  The 
second  incident  is  perhaps  more 
far  reaching  and  may  have 
serious  consequences  in  the 
future.  In  the  first  semester, 
Arab  students  at  the  University 
of  Ottawa  displayed  a banner 
equating  Zionism  with  racism. 
The  University  Administration 
took  no  action  despite  repeated 
efforts  on  the  part  of  JSU  and  its 
executive.  Two  reasons  were 
given:  one.  the  UN  sanctioned 
this  slogan;  two,  there  was  the 
issue  of  free  speech  and 
academic  freedom.  During  the 
second  semester,  the  UN 
rescinded  its  motion.  After  many 
arguments  and  representations 
made  by  a number  of  prominent 
members  of  the  Jewish 
community.  University  of 
Ottawa  Rector  Hamlin 
consented  to  have  the  banner 
removed.  It  remains  now  for 
JSU  members  to  be  vigilant  and 
to  demand  that  the  University 
enforce  the  Rector's  ruling.  The 
situation  with  the  Arab  students 
at  Carleton  is  still  unsettled. 

Finally,  it  cannot  be  over- 
emphasized that  JSU  plays  an 
mporlant  role  on  campus.  In 
addition  to  reaching  out  to 
Jewish  students  in  post- 
secondary  institutions  through  a 
multitude  of  events  and 
activities,  it  also  acts  as  a watch 
over  anti-Semitic  activities  on 
the  campuses.  JSU's  strength  lies 
wiilh  its  executive,  its  directors 
and  ultimately  with  the  Jewish 
Community. 


Talmud  Torah 
Afternoon  School 


Talmud  Torah  Afternoon 
School  (TTAS)  enjoyed  an 
enrollment  of  148  students 
for  1991-92.  Registration  is  now 
underway  for  next  year  - 1992- 
93. 

The  curriculum  of  TTAS  is  an 
extremely  well-developed  piece 
of  work  that  challenges  children 
to  iearn  to  the  maximum  of  their 
potential  in  a six-hour  per  week 
framework.  It  is  characterized  by 
the  following  qualities,  all  of 
which  point  to  high  standards  of 
excellence  - 

• a clear  statement  of  aims  and 
philosophy 

• clearly  delineated  subject 
areas,  each  with  its  own  well- 
developed  set  of  goals,  learning 
objectives,  content  areas  and 
learning  materials  specified  and 
spiralled  throughout  all  grade 
levels 

• areas  of  study:  Chumash; 
Ivrit;  Tefillah;  Dinim;  History 
and  Israel 

• texts  are  up  to  date- and  age 
appropriate  for  the  children  and 
grades 


Howard  Lithwick,  Chair 
Doris  Bronstein,  Principal 

• learning  activities,  special 
projects  and  special  events. 

Many  teachers  made 
supplementary  materials. 

Through  an  outside 
evaluation.  TTAS  has  been 
acknowledged  as  having  a level 
of  mastery  of  both  Hebrew 
language  and  Judaica  content 
which  far  surpasses  (hat  of  any 
supplementary  school  with 
which  the  evaluator  is  familiar. 

The  instruction  of  Ivrit 
Language  Arts,  Chumash  and 
Tefillah  are  in  "Ivrit  b'lvrit" 
mode. 

In  addition  to  ail  the  holiday 


events,  Talmud  Torah  Shabbat 
and  Haggat  Bereshit,  this  year 
being  the  year  of  "Sefarad”,  a 
month  was  set  aside  for 
sephardic  studies  and  special 
projects.  Our  school  year  will 
end  with  a celebration  of  the 
25th  anniversary  of 
“Yerushaiyim".’ Through  these 
programs,  Jewish  education 
enriches  the  lives  of  our  students 
as  well  as  their  families. 

Several  factors  seem  to 
contribute  to  the  success  of 
TTAS.  First  and  foremost  is  the 
six-hour  week,  including  the 
recent  expansion  of  the  grade 


one  to  a four-hour  week  for  the 
second  term.  It  is  essential  that 
these  hours  of  instruction  be 
safeguarded  zealously  so  as  not 
to  jeopardize  the  quality  of  the 
school  program.  A second  factor 
is  the  generally  good  attendance 
and  punctuality  of  the  students. 
Thirdly,  the  no-nonsense 
approach  to  learning  in  the 
school  which  enhances  learning. 

Talmud  Torah  Afternoon 
School  Parents'  Committee  is  a 
hard  working  group  of  12, 
chaired  by  Howard  Lithwick  and 
Allan  Glenns.  The  Committee 
members  are:  Marvin  Avery, 


Carol  Eisenstat.  Arleen  and  Eli 
Fathi.  Paul  Finn,  Susan  Heisel. 
Laizer  Kaminsky,  Ruth  Mendell, 
Sheldon  Posen,  Ruth  Coppens, 
Marcia  Lubienietzky  and  Marcia 
Cantor.  Through  their  dedicated 
efforts.  TTAS  is  current  in  all 
areas  of  operation. 

Some  of  their  achievements: 

1)  The  initiation  of  the 
"Greenbank”  corridor  school 
bus  providing  bus  rides  to  over 
40  students  from  three  Public 
schools  to  Talmud  Torah. 

2)  A successful  fund-raising 
event  - “Phantom  of  the  Opera". 

3)  The  extension  of  the  grade  1 
from  2.5  hours  to  4.5  hours  a 
week  commencing  in  January. 

4)  Installation  of  a computer 
system  in  the  office. 

In  conclusion,  as  5752  comes 
to  an  end,  I wish  to  express  my 
sincere  thanks  to  Doris 
Bronstein.  principal,  the 
outstanding  teaching  staff,  the 
Parents  Committee  and  the 
Parents'  Association  for  their 
efforts,  support  and  co-operation 
in  making  this  year  successful. 
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Ottawa  Jewish  Home 
for  the  Aged  - 


Hillel  Lodge 


Dr.  Irwin  Peneer,  President 


One  of  the  most  significant 
involvements  of  staff  and 
board  of  Hillel  Lodge,  in 
addition  to  assuring  quality  care 
and  a comfortable  living 
environment  for  residents,  is 
planning  for  the  future.  The 
needs  of  residents  are  changing. 
There  is  an  increasing  need  to 
serve  a population  which  requires 
more  elaborate  and  sophisticated 
care.  The  average  age  of  residents 
at  Hillel  Lodge  is  87.  In  addition, 
the  waiting  list  at  Hillel  Lodge  is 
growing  and  the  current  building 
is  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the 
constant  demand.  We  need  a new 
and  expanded  facility.  This  comes 
at  a time  when  there  have  been 
dramatic  changes  in  provincial 
government  policy  aimed  at 
maintaining  people  in  the 
community  for  longer  periods  by 
making  services  available  in  the 
home.  Across  the  province,  beds 
in  long-term  care  are  closing.  The 
government  grant  for  deficit 
funding  for  Hillel  Lodge  is 
expected  to  be  provided  for  only 
one  more  year. 

Though  the  philosophy  of 
maintaining  people  in  the  home 
has  many  good  points,  it  can  lead 
to  isolation,  loneliness,  and  limit 
access  to  care  to  those  who  would 
really  benefit.  It  has  thus  become 
essential  that  we  join  together  as 
a community  to  ensure  that  the 
varied  needs  of  our  aging 
population  are  met  either  in  the 


home  or  in  a facility  offering  a 
range  of  services. 

The  construction  of  a new 
facility  that  would  provide 
services  for  the  community  has 
far  reaching  implications  for  all 
concerned  about  services  for  the 
elderly.  Recognizing  this,  the 
Vaad  has  been  co-operating 
closely  with  Hillel  Lodge  to  get 
this  under  way  and  there  have 
been  ongoing  meetings  with 
politicians  and  ministry  staff  to 
forge  a plan  that  will  work. 

At  the  Lodge,  it  is  business  as 
usual.  Volunteers,  including  the 
Women’s  Auxiliary,  continue  to 
provide  enjoyable  and  stimulating 
experiences  for  our  residents. 

New  events  are  always  being 
planned  - teas,  entertainment, 
community  visits.  A new 
membership  structure  has  led  to 
additional  and  much  needed 
funds  for  the  Lodge. 

Staff  is  involved  in  upgrading 
their  skills  via  training  and 
continuing  education.  Another 
area  of  concentration  has  been 
public  relations  and  education. 
Outreach  to  the  community  has 
taken  place  in  the  form  of 
lectures  at  such  places  as  Temple 
Israel  and  the  Young  Women's 
Leadership  Council.  Our  recently 
initiated  newsletter  entitled 
“News  & Views"  is  available  to 
the  community  and  circulated 
three  times  a year  to  our  1100 
members.  Its  purpose  is  to  keep 
the  community  abreast  of 


important  events  and  activities  at 
the  Lodge.  Other  avenues  for 
public  education  include  articles 
in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin, 
educational  programs  for  the 
public  and  participation  on 
provincial  committees  of  Homes 
for  the  Aged. 

The  Ritual  Committee  has 
been  successful  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  a rabbi  to  meet  the 
spiritual  needs  of  our  residents. 

The  building,  now  27  years  old, 
continues  to  be  a concern.  Costly 
repairs  to  the  facility  seem 
ongoing.  Major  renovations  for 
the  existing  roof  are  currently 
under  way. 

Efficiency  has  been  a major 
objective  for  the  year.  Planning  is 
under  way  to  incorporate  the 
most  advanced  technology  to 
achieve  this  objective.  A new 
computer  system,  specifically 
designed  for  Homes  for  the  Aged 
and  able  to  accommodate  new 
government  directions  in  long- 
term care,  has  been  purchased. 

Attendance  at  Board  meetings 
has  been  excellent.  Board 
members  are  committed, 
enthusiastic  and  resourceful  and 
as  a result  things  get  done! 

Overall,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  a challenging  year  in 
1992-93.  Community  co- 
operation in  planning  for  the 
future  is  essential.  This  will  help 
us  preserve  a lifestyle  of  dignity, 
comfort  and  tradition  for  our  j 

aging  population.  I 


Ottawa  Modern 
Jewish  School 

Ephram  Gerber,  President 
Gerry  Cammy,  Principal 


This  was  the  38th  year  of  operation  for  OMJS.  Over  the  past  38 
years  the  founding  principles  of  the  school  have  remained  much 
as  they  were  in  1953.  The  school’s  emphasis  continues  to  be 
Judaism,  Jewish  tradition,  customs,  language,  history,  culture  and 
current  events.  Religious  observance  is  considered  to  be  a personal 
matter  for  the  individual  family,  and  accordingly,  our  students  come 
from  all  streams  of  Judaism.  In  this  way  our  students’  exposure  to  the 
spectrum  of  Jewish  reality  today  is  enriched,  and  their  respect  for  the 
different  streams  of  Judaism  is  encouraged. 

The  Ottawa  Modern  Jewish  School  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  afternoon  Jewish  schools  in  Ottawa  and  is  growing  every  year. 
This  year  there  were  148  students  enrolled.  We  attribute  this  to  the 
community's  recognition  of  our  school's  excellence,  not  only-in 
teaching,  but  also  in  fostering  in  our  children  a love  of  commitment  to 
Judaism  and  Jewishness.  Our  teachers  and  principal  are  all  very 
skilled  and  highly  experienced  professional  educators  who  enjoy  an 
excellent  reputation  in  the  community. 

In  addition  to  placing  a heavy  emphasis  on  Hebrew,  beginning  in 
kindergarten,  we  also  teach  Yiddish  starting  in  grade  3.  Our  music 
program,  under  the  skillful  direction  of  Shirley  Steinberg,  includes 
songs,  dances  and  plays  and  ensures  that  students,  staff  and  parents 
have  fun  together  on  the  Jewish  festivals. 

We  are  very  much  involved  in  Israeli  and  Jewish  community 
activities.  In  keeping  with  school  tradition,  we  maintain  a large 
turnout  during  the  annual  Ui.A.  Walkathon.  One  fact  of  which  we 
are  particularly  proud  is  that  a large  number  of  our  students  choose  to 
continue  their  Jewish  education  after  graduation  by  attending  Akiva 
High  School 

During  the  past  year  students  and  parents  enjoyed  themselves 
during  our  school’s  Chanukah  and  Purim  concerts  and  the  model 
Seder.  The  children  also  received  apples  and  raisins  on  Rosh 
Hashana,  hamanlaschan  on  Purim,  and  dreidles  and  latkes  on 
Chanukah.  They  heard  the  reading  of  the  Megillah  on  Purim  and 
shook  the  lulav  in  the  Sukka  on  Sukkot.  Our  students  also  planted 
trees  on  Tu  B’Shvat  and  participated  in  Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  and  in  the 
annual  community  Holocaust  Remembrance  ceremonies. 

In  recent  years  we  have  established  a practice  of  holding  special 
seminars  for  our  students  to  discuss  the  Holocaust  and  the  current 
situation  in  Israel.  This  year  these  seminars  were  delivered  by 
Professor  Cammy  and  Martin  Gordon.  This  special  event  was 
initiated  to  ensure  that  our  students  are  equipped  to  handle  and  rebut 
the  censure  of  Israel  that  is  sometimes  encountered  in  the  regular 
school  system  or  in  the  community  at  large. 


Tamir  Foundation 


Our  Foundation  is  based  on 
the  belief  that  people  with 
developmental  disabilities 
have  a place  in  the  Jewish  and 
Canadian  mainstream.  Our 
objectives  are  clear:  to  increase 
public  awareness;  reach  out  to 
those  who  may  need  our  services; 
teach  independence  and  provide 
positive  stimulation  to  the 
residents;  and  to  expose  our 
residents  to  a social  atmosphere 
in  a Jewish  environment  and  the 
community  at  large.  This 
philosophy  of  integrated  living 
serves  to  benefit  and  strengthen 
both  the  individual  and  our  entire 
community. 

This  past  year  has  progressed 
at  a hectic  pace  with  hardly  any 
pause  between  events.  The  big 
news  of  course  is  that  we  were 
successful  in  our  dealings  with  the 
Ministry  of  Community  & Social 
Services,  and  now  have  partial 
annualized  funding,  as  well  as 
acceptance  by  them  of  our 
'Growth  Proposal.’  This  alleviates 
our  cash  flow  shortages  of  the 
past,  and  allows  us  to  finally  look 
forward  with  some  confidence  in 
our  financial  stability.  Personally, 

1 think  this  is  a feather  in  all  our 
caps  given  these  difficult 
economic  times,  and  we  owe  a 
special  thanks  to  Past  President 
Maggie  Lederman’s  persistance 
and  determination  when  the 
going  was  the  toughest.  The  Vaad 
and  the  Community  Foundations 


Eric  Weiner,  President 

Mark  Palmer,  Executive  Director 


also  assisted  us  during  these  lean 
times  and  we  certainly  appreciate 
their  continued  support  and 
encouragement. 

The  residents  have  had  a busy 
year  visiting  Florida  and 
Disneyworld;  seeing  the  sites  of 
New  York  City  and  Toronto; 
attending  synagogue  and 
community  celebrations  and 
events;  hosting  Shabbat  dinners 
for  Board  members;  entertaining 
friends  and  family  at  Chanukah 
and  Succot  parties;  spending  time 
at  a cottage  near  Perth;  and  one 
resident  celebrating  his  Bar 
Mitzvah  this  past  summer. 

Our  fundraising  activities  are 
ongoing,  with  emphasis  on 
increasing  our  membership  from 
400  to  1000.  In  addition,  the 
committee  is  pursuing  all  possible 
funding  alternatives  available  to 
group  homes  through  the  various 
private  foundations. 

Our  Outreach  & Education 
Committee  has  produced  a 
sparkling  new  brochure,  which 
along  with  increased  exposure 


through  articles  in  the  Jewish 
Bulletin,  has  raised  our  profile 
and  increased  community 
awareness.  Plans  for  the  future 
include  a glossy  newsletter  to  our 
membership;  possible  public 
speaking  to  Jewish  organizations 
about  Tamir;  an  appearance  on 
Shalom  Ottawa:  and  increasing 
our  outreach  services  to  the 
community  at  large. 

In  addition,  Tamir  has  received 
funding  from  the  Ministry  of 
Community  & Social  Services  to 
carry  out  a Needs  Assessment 
survey  of  the  developmentally 
disabled  Jewish  population  in  the 
Ottawa  area.  Our  goal  is  to 
determine  those  needs  and  gaps 
in  service  which  exist  locally,  and 
to  use  the  resulting  data  to  select 
Tamir  priorities  for  future  growth 
and  service  delivery.  To  dale, 
there  has  not  been  a study  of  this 
type  done  in  our  community  and 
we  expect  that  with  the  support  of 
the  Ministry  and  the  Vaad,  the 
information  resulting  from  this 
study  will  be  both  useful  and  of 


great  interest  to  us  all. 

Tamir  Executive  Director 
Mark  Palmer  has  used  the 
familiar  phrase  ‘Operation 
Exodus’  to  describe  the  recent 
expansion  of  our  residential 
services  to  include  two  individuals 
from  the  Rsdeau  Regional  Centre 
in  Smiths  Falls.  Our  Growth 
Proposal  to  the  province 
described  our  strategy  for  the 
integration  of  Jewish  adults  living 
at  the  Centre  into  our  local 
community  over  the  next  two 
years.  The  Government's  policy 
of  deinstitutionalization  seems  to 
match  up  with  our  desire  to 
expand  services  and  thus  our 
proposals  were  accepted.  The  on- 
going partial  funding  has 
stabilized  our  current  situation 
and  allows  us  to  plan  and  carry 
out  our  strategy  for  Tamir's 
development.  These  plans  involve 
the  inclusion  of  two  new  residents 
for  Tamir  this  year.  One  resident 
having  moved  into  the  home  in 
February  ‘92,  and  another 
resident  in  August  ‘92,  brings  our 


total  to  five  residents.  In  addition, 
we  are  moving  into  brand  new 
facilities;  a spacious  four 
bedroom  townhouse  and  a two 
bedroom  apartment  within  60 
metres  walking  distance.  These 
new  facilities  are  leased  at  a 
reasonable  rental  from  City 
Living,  and  are  located  in  the 
same  familiar  neighbourhood  as 
our  current  home. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  I 
believe,  is  well  equipped  to  take 
Tamir  through  what  may  be  a 
difficult  transition,  so  that  our 
mandate  may  be  fulfilled.  The 
next  eight  to  12  months  will 
require  extremely  careful 
planning  and  organization  to. 
continue  our  momentum, 
minimize  the  disruption  to  the 
residents,  and  efficiently  integrate 
all  the  upcoming  changes  into  a 
manageable  framework. 

Common  sense  and  flexibility  are 
the  keys  to  a stable  future  for  the 
Tamir  Foundation. 

We  have  always  been  very 
appreciative  of  the  generous 
support  shown  by  the  entire 
Jewish  Community,  especially  the 
Vaad  Hair  and  the  Jewish 
Community  Foundations.  They 
help  ensure  that  Jewish  people 
with  developmental  disabilities 
can  live  with  dignity  and  self- 
respect  in  a Jewish  home  within 
our  community. 

To  learn  more  about  Tamir, 
contact  Eric  Weiner  at  727-5880, 
or  Mark  Palmer,  at  725-3519. 
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Camp 
B'nai  Brith 


Moe  Segal,  Chair 
Alan  Kathnelson,  Director 

Camp  B’nai  Brith  of  Ottawa  has  provided  fun,  learning, 

excitement  and  employment  opportunities  for  Ottawa  children 
for  over  40  years. 

Located  at  Quyon,  Quebec,  the  camp  has  grown  and  developed 
over  the  years  to  its  present  status  as  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  camps  in  the  region.  At  present  we  can  accommodate  up  to 
400  children  in  two  periods  of  3_  to  7 weeks.  We  offer  programs  to 
children  between  the  age  of  7 and  16  years  in  the  following  areas: 
Waterskiing;  sailing;  windsurfing;  canoeing;  Red  Cross  swim 
instruction;  tennis;  landsports;  arts  and  crafts;  drama;  dance;  and 
Judaica. 

The  camp  has  always  subscribed  to  the  laws  of  Kashrut  and  offers 
Jewish  children  a wide  range  of  cultural  and  religious  experiences 
from  Oneg  Shabbats  to  Saturday  morning  services. 

All-Camp-Programs  of  every  magnitude  are  a characteristic  of 
CBB.  These  programs  include  the  camp  plays,  the  dance  show. 

Colour  War,  Grey  Cup,  Super  Bowl.  World  Cup,  and  a host  of  other 
theme  day  activities. 

Our  most  recent  initiative  has  been  to  further  develop  our  program 
and  facilities  for  younger  children.  From  the  increased  adult 
involvement  including  a Camp  Mother,  to  a new  climbing  apparatus, 
we  are  increasing  our  ability  to  meet  the  emotional  and  physical 
needs  of  our  youngest  campers. 

For  the  summer  of  ‘92,  we  are  re-introducing  our  Tripping  Program 
which  will  provide  opportunities  for  campers  to  participate  in  exciting 
overnight  camping  experiences  led  by  an  adult  supervisor  trained  in 
camp  craft  and  native  lore. 


Israel  Program 
Centre 

Michal  Strassberg,  Shlicha 


The  Israel  Program  Center, 
under  the  auspices  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre 
and  the  Canadian  Zionist 
Federation,  had  another  very- 
busy  year.  This  report  is  covering 
half  a year  activities  since  I 
started  my  work  in  October 
1991,  replacing  the  ex-shaliach, 
Reuven  Solomon,  who  went 
back  to  Israel. 

The  IPC  continued  to  be  a 
good  source  for  information 
about  Israel  through  written 
material,  videos  and  various 
other  ways. 

We  had  four  Rosh-Chodesh 
lectures  in  the  last  six  months, 
delivered  by  visiting  Israeli 
professors. 

We  had  many  many  personal 
meetings  and  interviews  with 
adults  and  young  people 
interested  in  finding  oul  about 
different  programs  in  Israel.  At 
present,  we  arc  busily  making 
arrangements  for  the  over  30 
Ottawa  teens  who  are  planning 
to  spend  their  summer  in  Israel  n 
a variety  of  programs. 


The  IPC  was  an  active  part  of 
Israel  days  at  the  University  of 
Ottawa  and  Carleton  University. 

During  the  year  we  held 
information  sessions  about  the 
different  aspects  of  Israel  for 
schools  and  other  institutions 
and  organizations,  both  within 
the  Jewish  community  and  the 
community  at  large. 

We  continued  with  our 
conversational  Hebrew  lessons, 
holding  two  sessions  of  eight 
classes  each.  Our  students 
seemed  very  enthusiastic  indeed. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  IPC 
programming  was  the  "Kesher" 
conference  held  at  the  Chateau 
Laurieron  March  13-15.  170 
young  adults  and  students  from 
all  over  Canada,  came  to  the 
convention  which  had  been  co- 
sponsored by  many  Canadian 
Zionist  organizations  with 
' Kesher1'  - headquartered  in 
N Y.  the  umbrella  organizer. 

The  weekend  was  highlighted  by 
the  presence  of  General  (res.) 
Uzi  Narkiss,  the  man  who,  25 
years  ago,  liberated  east 


Akiva  High 
School 

Howard  Lithwick,  Chair 
Doris  Bronstein,  Principal 


he  Akiva  High  School  has 
grown  steadily,  both  in 
curriculum  and  in  student 
population,  particularly  over  the 
past  four  years.  Last  year  there 
were  97  students  attending 
Akiva  High  School  and  this  year 
the  number  is  103.  It  is  most 
definitely  the  dominant  Jewish 
high  school  program  m this  city 
at  the  present  lime.  Our  school’s 
growth  has  necessitated  the 
hiring  of  Ayala  Schachter  as  an 
assistant  to  our  principal. 

The  success  of  this  high  school 
has  been  due  lo  the  superb 
leadership  of  our  principal,  Doris 
Bronslein,  Ihe  dedication  of  the 
excellent  Akiva  committee  and, 
most  importantly,  the  willingness 
of  our  Akiva  teachers  and 
students  to  make  a commitment 
lo  excellence  in  the  study  of 
Judaica. 

History 

One  of  the  most  important 
things  that  last  year's  Akiva 
committee  undertook  was  to 
conduct  a survey  of  the  student 
population  to  determine  why 
they  were  attending  the  school, 
what  they  liked  and  didn’t  like 
about  Akiva  and  what  they 
would  like  to  see  happen  in  the 
future.  This  was  the  “brain 
child”  of  Steven  Mendelson,  of 
the  Ottawa  Modem  Jewish 
School  and  the  responses  from 
the  students  were  treated  very 
seriously.  The  result  has  been 
quality  continuing  Jewish 
education  for  a significant 
number  of  our  teenage  youth. 
Last  year’s  students  were  asked 
lo  suggest  new  courses  that 
should  be  given  this  year;  every 
one  of  the  courses  that  was 
asked  for  was  made  available  as 
a choice  with  the  one 
requirement  being  the 
enrollment  of  at  least  ten 
students  for  any  course.  New 
courses,  suggested  by  the 
students,  which  are  included  this 
year  are  Israeli  Struggles, 

Medical  Ethics,  Jewish  Humour, 


Judaism  and  World  Religions, 
Jewish  Debates  and  Sephardic 
Jewry.  At  the  end  of  last  year, 
our  students  were  asked  to 
complete  course  evaluations  for 
all  the  courses  they  were  taking. 
This  allowed  us  to  determine 
what  they  felt  they  were  getting 
out  of  these  courses.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  while 
many  suggestions  were  made  as 
to  how  to  improve  a number  of 
the  courses,  not  one  of  our 
teachers  received  a low  rating. 
While  this  evaluation  was  not 
scientifically  based  and  simply  an 
examination  of  trends,  the  level 
of  student  satisfaction  is, 
nevertheless,  quite  high. 

Akiva  Courses 
In  addition  to  the  courses 
mentioned  above,  our  students 
have  access  to  a wide  range  of 
course  material.  These  include 
credit  courses  in  both  Yiddish 
and  Hebrew,  at  the  grade  10  and 
1 1 levels  with  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  OAC  credits,  if  the 
courses  are  completed,  (under 
the  supervision  of  the  OBE 
continuing  education 
curriculum),  a Holocaust  class  at 
the  high  school  level, 
commencing  with  the  rise  of 
Nazism  through  the  events  of 
World  War  II.  and  other  courses 
on  Israeli  politics,  wars  and 
current  events,  as  well  as  Jewish 
Cooking  and  Calligraphy.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  most  of 
the  students  taking  Jewish 
Cooking  are  boys.  You  should 


also  be  aware  that  we  are 
looking  seriously  into  the 
possibility  of  our  students  being 
able  to  obtain  an  OAC  credit  for 
the  Holocaust  class. 

Guest  Speakers 
We  feel  that  is  very  important 
for  our  youth  lo  hear  from 
members  of  our  community  who 
can  add  to  what  they  are 
learning  in  the  classroom.  As  a 
result,  Mendel  Good  is  an 
annual  visitor  to  the  Holocaust 
class  (this  year  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  come  two  weeks  in  a 
row  in  order  for  him  lo  have 
time  to  answer  all  of  the 
questions  that  our  students  had 
for  him);  Michal  Cracower,  who 
was  one  of  the  participants  in  the 
March  of  the  Living,  has 
attended  the  Holocaust.  Israeli 
Politics  and  Israeli  Struggles 
classes  and  has  filled  in  as  a 
replacement  teacher  in  both  the 
current  events  and  Holocaust 
classes.  The  students  taking 
Sephardic  Jewry  have  heard 
from  a Falashan  Jew  as  a 
speaker.  In  addition,  Levi 
Safran,  the  JNF  Emissary,  who 
took  part  in  “Operation 
Solomon”  in  the  freeing  of  the 
Ethiopian  Jews,  gave  a 
presentation  to  the  students  of 
our  school  about  this  “miracle." 
Reid  Trips 

In  last  year’s  survey,  many  of 
the  students  were  in  favour  of 
field  trips.  To  that  end,  the 
Holocaust  class  visited  the 
Holocaust  exhibit  that  took 


place  at  Nepean  City  Hall  and 
this  year’s  Jewish  Humour  class 
has  attended  the  talk  at  Arts 
Alive  by  William  Novak,  the 
author  of  the  book  on  Jewish 
Humour. 

Extra  Curricular  Activities 
It  is  our  wish  to  promote  extra 
curricular  activities  for  our 
students  since  we  feel  that  this 
will  further  round  out  the 
education  that  they  are 
receiving.  As  a result,  there  is  a 
student  council  this  year;  each 
student  on  the  council  has  a 
specific  responsibility  and  this 
includes  one  student  who  is  a 
liaison  person  with  a member  of 
the  Akiva  committee.  There  is  a 
student  newspaper  which  is 
being  edited  by  Ben  Arkin, 

Daryl  Rajzman  and  Matt 
Marcovitch.  It  is  hoped  that  an 
intra-mural  basketball  league 
will  be  organized  lo  commence 
in  January  of  1992.  The 
Haberman  Family  Scholarship 
Fund  Essay  Contest  is  being  run 
by  our  school  this  year,  with  the 
requirement  being  that  essays  be 
from  500-1000  words  long  on 
either  the  Impact  of  the  Gulf 
War  on  Alliances  in  the  Middle 
East,  or  the  degree  to  which 
freedom  of  speech  should  be 
available  to  anti-Semitic 
individuals  for  the  purpose  of 
publicizing  their  opinions.  In 
addition,  it  is  hoped  that  we  will 
hold  work  shops  to  help  our 
teens  deal  with  anti-Semitism 
and  that  we  will  have  additional 
guest  speakers  on  current 


Jerusalem.  Uzi  Narkiss  is  now 
the  chairman  of  the  Zionist 
delegation  in  North  America. 

At  the  moment,  in  addition  to 
routine  concerns,  we  are  trying, 
with  the  help  of  people  from  the 
community,  to  create  an  Israeli 
performing  dance  group  which 
will  present  a view  of  Israel,  not 
only  through  its  wars  and  crises, 
but  also  through  joy,  music, 
colors  and  feeling  of  fresh  and 
new  - which  is  what  Israel  is  all 
about.  The  group  started  its  first 
tentative  steps  two  months  ago. 
Our  first  mini-performance  was 
applauded  at  the  community- 
wide Yom  Ha’Azmaut 
celebration.  One  June  14.  we  will 
be  performing  at  Lansdowne 
Park,  at  the  Civic  Center,  in  a 
program  called  "Homelands". 
We  will  be  part  of  the  Regional 
Multi-Cultural  Folk  Arts 
Council.  Of  course,  it  is  the 
beginning  and  as  we  know,  all 
beginnings  are  hard,  but  as 
Herzel  said:  “if  you  will  it,  it  is 
no  dream",  so  we  are  trying  to 
stick  to  that! 


emergency  issues  such  as  the 
Gulf  War  and  assimilation.  All 
of  these  activities  are  a result  of 
hard  work  by  Ayala  Schachter. 
She  also  put  in  many  hours  over 
the  summer,  with  Doris 
Bronstein,  in  working  on  our 
school  programming  and 
structure  for  this  year. 

School  Facilities 
It  is  very  important  that  Akiva 
High  School  be  guaranteed  the 
use  of  the  facilities  occupied  by 
it.  or  that  if  those  facilities  are  lo 
be  used  by  other  organizations, 
while  the  school  is  taking  place, 
that  Doris  Bronstein  be 
contacted  so  that  mutually 
satisfactory  arrangements  can  be 
made.  Many  times  in  the  past, 
one  or  another  of  our 
community's  organizations  have 
made  arrangements  to  use  the 
premises  without  notifying  or 
school’s  principal,  or  any  of  ils 
committee  members.  This  has 
created  needless  difficulty  for 
our  school's  programming  and, 
in  particular,  for  our  students. 
Role  of  the  Vaad 
The  Akiva  High  School 
committee  deeply  appreciates 
the  support  that  it  has  received 
from  the  Vaad  over  the  years 
and  we  wish  to  emphasize  our 
need  for  your  continued 
assistance  in  promoting 
continuing  education  at  the  high 
school  level.  The  number  of 
graduates  from  Akiva  High 
School,  last  year  was  the  highest 
ever  and  we  are  hopeful  that  we 
can  continue  to  make  our  school 
attractive  enough  to  our  young 
people  so  that  they  will  enjoy 
coming  and  remain  committed  to 
completing  their  full  course  of 
study. 

Members  of  Akiva  Committee 
are  Gary  Arkin,  Alycc  Baker, 
Doris  Bronstein.  Donna 
Dolansky,  Rhona  Levine, 

Howard  Lithwick,  Ruth 
Mendell.  Steven  Mendelsohn, 
Allan  Weiss.  Trudy  Wiseman. 
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Like  the  cycle  of  life,  where 
the  end  of  each  year 
signifies  the  beginning  of 
the  new  one,  the  1992  UJA 
Campaign  is  now  coming  to  a 
close,  initiating  the  beginning  of 
the  1993  Campaign.  As  the 
Chairman  of  the  1992  Campaign, 

I am  about  to  pass  on  the  baton 
to  my  successor,  Lawrence 
Soloway  and  his  team.  I would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
share  with  you  my  thoughts  on 
the  experience  I was  privileged 
to  have  had.  A year  ago  when  I 
took  on  the  job  of  chairing  the 
UJA  Campaign,  1 did  not  know 
how  this  experience  would  affect 
me.  After  all,  on  the  surface  the 
job  is  about  raising  money.  Is  that 
enough  to  create  the  sense  of 
purpose  and  fulfilment? 

Strangely  enough,  it  was  the 
frequent  critic  of  capitalism,  John 
Kenneth  Galbraith,  who  a few 
weeks  ago  in  an  interview  on  his 
latest  book,  "The  Culture  of 
Contentment”  captured  best  the 
essence  of  this  dilemma.  When 
queried  whether  there  was  a 
connection  between  money  and 
freedom,  his  answer  was  an 
unqualified  "Yes”.  Yes,  it  is 
money  that  helps  us  to  be  free,  to 
do  things  we  want  to  do,  to  carry 
on  our  chosen  way  of  life. 

To  me,  this  epitomizes  the 
essence  of  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal.  We  raise  funds  to  be 
free,  to  be  Jews  here  and  in 
Israel,  to  maintain  and  develop 
our  Jewish  institutions,  to 
perpetuate  our  culture,  to  give 
our  children  the  freedom  to 
choose. 

This  last  point  is  of  particular 
significance  to  me.  For  whom  do 
we  toil,  if  not  our  children?  I 
recall  reading  in  a recent  survey 
that  it  is  not  anti-Semitism  but 
intermarriage  and  assimilation 
that  are  the  greatest  threats  to 
Judaism.  I do  not  expect  all  to 
share  my  view  that  if  this  is  a 
result  of  an  informed  choice, 
based  on  full  initiation  to  and 
appreciation  of  the  beauty  of  our 


John  Tavel,  Q.C.,  General  Chairman 

culture  and  traditions,  we  should 
respect  it.  even  in  the  deepest  of 
sorrows.  However,  what  most 
certainly  we  all  shall  find 
unacceptable  is  our  communal 
failing  at  not  giving  our  children 
the  base  from  which  they  could 
exercise  this  freedom  of  choice. 

A community  whose  under- 
financed institutions  are  not 
capable  of  providing  its  young 
ones  with  insights  into  Judaism  is 
denying  them  the  right  to  be  free. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  1992 
Campaign,  conducted  at  the 
heights  of  a gruesome  recession, 
will  raise  the  highest  ever 
amount  of  money,  likely 
exceeding  by  seven  per  cent  the 
1991  Campaign  results.  This 
signifies  in  my  mind  our 
collective,  most  profoundly 
intuitive  understanding  that  it  is 
precisely  in  bad  economic  times 
that  we,  the  Jews,  must  be 
particularly  sensitive  to  potential 
adversities  and  assaults  on  our 
freedom.  If  history  taught  us 
anything,  it  certainly  did  that  bad 
economic  times  breed 
intolerance,  violence  and  fascism. 

The  images  of  the  recent  riots 
in  Los  Angeles  — the  looting, 
the  destruction,  the  killings 
vividly  illustrate  this  pojnl.  Who 
were  the  apparent  victims?  This 
time  they  were  mostly  Korean 
merchants  whose  hard  work  and 
racial  distinctiveness  were 
enough  of  a reason  to  make  them 
targets  of  social  unrest.  How 
long  ago  were  we,  the  Jews,  such 
targets?  Can  we  take  comfort  in 
not  being  directly  targeted  along 
with  or  instead  of  Koreans? 

It  is  more  in  bad  economic 
times  than  ever  that  we  must  do 
our  utmost  to  secure  the 
preservation  of  our  institutions 
by  strengthening  our  resolve  to 
protect  our  freedom  to  be  Jews. 
To  see  the  manifestation  of  this 
resolve  in  the  form  of  the  highest 
pledges  ever,  despite  the  tough 
struggle  for  many  businesses  and 
salary  freezes  for  public  servants, 
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filled  me  with  pride  to  be  a 
member  of  such  a forward- 
thinking  community. 

It  is  this  forward-thinking  that 
dictates  that  we  must  build  our 
strength  not  by  surrounding 
ourselves  with  impermeable 
wails  — such  simply  do  not  exist. 
We  have  to  reach  out,  build 
partnerships  with  other  members 
of  Canadian  society,  be  in  the 
avantgarde  of  social  progress  and 
harmony. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  that 
giving  money  to  the  Campaign, 
which  is  in  part  financing  projects 
in  Israel,  cairns  our  disquietude 
of  living  in  the  diaspora  and  not 
in  Israel.  It  is  simply  not  so.  In  as 
much  as  Israel  is  to  us  the  source 
of  inspiration  and  the  anchor  to 
our  strength,  we.  the  Jews  of  the. 
diaspora,  are  now  more  than  ever 
Israel's  added  strength.  In  the 
present  world  of 

interdependence,  the  influence  of 
our  pooled  communal  resources 
on  the  levels  of  local  power 
should  not  be  overlooked  in  the 
array  of  identifiable  elements 
contributing  to  Israel’s 
sustenance. 

If  I were  to  identify  the  single, 
most  important  characteristic  of 
the  United  Jewish  Appeal 
Campaign,  it  would  be  the 
process  of  mobilizing  the  whole 
community  to  act  as  a team. 
Individualistic  as  we  all  are,  we 
found  it  natural  to  reach  out  to 
each  other  to  combine  our  efforts 
in  pursuit  of  the  preservation  of 
our  heritage  here  and  in  Israel. 

We  learned  how  to  relate  to  each 
other,  how  to  give  and  take,  how 
to  convert  the  lough  task  of 
building  our  Jewishness  into  a 
labour  of  love.  We  worked  long 
hours,  we  sacrificed  our 
businesses  and  our  personal  lives, 
we  denied  ourselves  many  an 
indulgence  by  pulling  together  in 
a selfless  endeavour  to  create  a 
better  iife  for  ourselves  and  our 
children.  The  position  of  the 
Campaign  Chairman  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  to 
understand  our  people’s  feelings 


and  objectives.  To  observe  all  the 
interactions,  and  more 
importantly,  to  be  able  to  actively 
participate  in  their  creation  and 
execution,  has  left  me  a better 
and  fuller  person. 

Needless  to  say,  leadership  of 
the  Campaign  is  anything  but  a 
lonesome  job.  Many  people  have 
been  a part  of  it  and,  in  fact,  it 
was  the  Campaign  team  of 
volunteers  and  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal  professional  slaff  who 
made  the  ultimate  success 
operationally  possible. 

My  sincerest  appreciation  to 
Barbara  Blevis.  Campaign 
Associate,  to  Joanne  Polsky, 
Office  Manager  and  to  Jill 
Keeling,  administrative  assistant. 
Their  commitment,  hard  work, 
organizational  abilities  and 
unflagging  dedication 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
campaign. 

I would  also  like  to  take  this 
time  to  thank  Pauline  E. 
Pankowski,  Director  of  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal  of  Ottawa. 
Her  sound  and  effective 
judgement,  which  has  benefited 
both  the  United  Jewish  Appeal 
and  the  entire  community,  her 
loyalty  and  efficiency  have  been 
the  hallmarks  of  her  stewardship 
over  the  past  year  and  represent 
the  best  tradition  of  Jewish 
communal  service. 

Like  members  of  a relay  team 
whose  advancement  depends  on 
the  progress  made  by  their 
predecessors  and  who  in  turn 
prepare  the  starling  position  for 
their  successors,  we,  the  1992 
UJA  Campaign  team,  have 
greatly  benefitted  from  all  the 
accumulated  experience  of  the 
previous  campaigns.  For  this  I 
wish  to  thank  a!!  our 
predecessors.  I hope  that  in 
whatever  small  way  our 
experience  will  contribute 
beneficially  to  the  work  of 
Lawrence  Soloway  and  his  team. 

I wish  Lawrence  the  best  of  luck. 
May  our  community  and  our 
brethren  in  Israel  prosper  and 
flourish  forever. 
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Jewish  Community 
Centre 

Lawrence  Greenspon,  President 
Ron  Boro,  Executive  Director 


The  Jewish  Community 
Centre  introduced  a 
number  of  innovations  last 
year  in  marketing,  membership 
and  programs. 

The  Jewish  Community  Centre 
has  always  believed  that  everyone 
in  the  community  should  belong 
to  the  JCC.  In  order  to  make  the 
JCC  more  accessible,  this  year  the 
Centre  offered  a new,  greatly 
reduced  membership  fee  of 
$18.00  for  a single  and  $36.00  for 
a family. 

Our  new  “universal” 
membership  was  introduced  at  a 
very  successful  Registration  Day 
Fun  Fair  in  September.  This  was 
followed  up  with  a community 
mailing,  explaining  the  new  JCC 
membership,  and  later  in  the  year, 
by  a telephone  blitz  conducted  by 
JCC  Board  Members. 

JCC  membership  now  totals 
1040  families,  comprising 
approximately  4,000  people  or 
one  fourth  of  the  Otlawa  Jewish 
community.  JCC  Membership 
Chairman  Jeff  Gould  feels  that, 
this  year,  the  JCC  has  made  a 
good  start  towards  its  goal  of 
making  everyone  in  this 
community  a JCC  member. 

The  JCC  Day  Care  has 
developed  a committed  Parent 
Advisory  Council  and  continues 
to  provide  a quality,  multicultural 
program  which  this  community 


Hillcl  Academy  is  the 
Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Hebrew  Day 
School,  whose  purpose  is  to 
provide  elementary  school 
education  in  the  greater  Ottawa 
area  to  all  Jewish  students  who 
wish  to  attend.  Hillel  Academy  is 
committed  to  the  following 
principles: 

1.  To  uphold  and  transmit 
traditional  Jewish  values  and 
practices  based  on  Torah.  The 
school  teaches  and 
demonstrates  to  its  students  a 
commitment  to  Judaism,  the 
Jewish  people  and  Israel. 

2.  To  provide  quality  education 
in  Jewish,  General  and  French 
studies  and  promote  the 
emotional,  intellectual,  moral, 
physical  and  social  growth  of 
each  child,  and  foster  a love  of 
learning. 

3.  To  promote  a positive  self- 
image  in  our  students  and 
affirm  the  fundamentals  of 
Derech  Erelz:  respect  for 
oneself;  respect  for  others. 

4.  To  encourage  students  to 
become  responsible  citizens  to 
lake  pride  in  being  Canadian, 
to  contribute  to  a society  and 
the  Jewish  Community,  and  to 
be  respectful  of  diversity. 

Our  500  students,  the  largest  in 
the  school’s  history,  ranging  from 
nursery  to  grade  8,  currently 
occupy  27  classrooms.  The 
teaching  staff  consists  of  47 
teachers  and  aids.  The  Director 


can  be  proud  of. 

Most  Junior  programs  were  full 
and  JCC  summer  camp  is  well  on 
its  way  to  one  of  its  strongest 
registrations  ever. 

Youth  Athletics  had  a strong 
year.  Our  Maccabi-bound  youth 
have  been  training  hard  since  the 
fall,  and  the  JCC  is  proud  to 
announce  that  forty  young 
athletes  have  qualified  and  will 
attend  the  International  Maccabi 
Youth  Games  in  August. 

The  Teen  Department  began 
its  year  with  a very  successful 
teen  leadership  summit.  The 
Jewish  Teen  Leadership  Council 
held  a number  of  well-attended 
dances  throughout  the  year. 
Currently,  the  JCC  is  preparing  to 
present  its  fifth  teen  play, 

Chicago , a project  which  always 
creates  great  enthusiasm  among 
Ottawa's  youth. 

Adult  programming  was 
enriched  this  year  by  the  JCC’s 
celebration  of  Sepharad  '92. 
Community  response  was  strong 
to  our  many  Sephardi-flavoured 
cultural  programs  and  lectures 
held  throughout  the  year.  Coming 
up  soon  are  the  JCC’s 
community-wide  Yom 
Ha'Atzmaul  featuring  Sephardi 
music,  and  a Sephardi  Gala 
dinner-dance. 

Our  Health  and  Physical 
Education  Department’s  mobile 


CPR  program— which  taught  on- 
site CPR  to  businesses  and 
private  groups— was  very  busy. 
New  gym  equipment  got  a good 
workout.  The  Centre's  various 
leagues  continued  to  grow. 
Ladies'  and  Mens’  softball 
expanded  last  year  and  are 
expected  to  be  bigger  this  year. 

The  Senior  Adult  Department 
has  enjoyed  a year  of  steady 
growth  and  revitalizaiton.  Adults 
For  Lively  Leisure,  our  west-end 
program,  has  attracted  many  new 
faces  and  has  rewelcomed  old 
members.  The  Golden  Age  Club 
maintained  good  participation, 
even  during  the  winter  months, 
and  efforts  continue  to  make  it 
easier  for  seniors  to  be  part  of  all 
JCC  programs,  with  special  rates 
and  transportation. 

The  JCC’s  many  outreach 
programs  continued  strong,  with 
Orleans  being  added  to 
Barrhaven,  Nepean,  Broadview 
and  Alta  Vista,  as  JCC  venues. 

All  this  would  not  be  possible 
without  the  efforts  of  our  many 
volunteers  who  do  everything 
from  setting  tables  to  attending 
meetings. 

At  the  JCC,  we  believe  that,  as 
more  people  discover  the  many 
services  which  the  Centre 
provides  for  this  community,  its 
membership  and  strength  will 
continue  to  grow. 


Ottawa  Talmud  Torah 
Board/Hillel  Academy 

Amon  Vered,  President 

Stanley  S.  Katz,  Director  of  Education 


of  Education,  Stanley  S.  Katz,  is 
assisted  by  Ora  Rubenstein, 
Vice-Principal  of  Judaic  Studies 
and  Rene  Charron,  Vice- 
Principal  of  General  Studies  and 
French  and  an  office  staff  of  four. 
Major  events  in  which  the 
student  body  participated  in  the 
school  year  included  the  Math 
Olympics  program,  the  National 
Bible  Context.  Science  Fair, 
Sports  Day,  Hillel  Choir 
performances  at  the  St.  Vincent 
Hospital,  the  Golden  Age  Club 
and  Israel  Independence  Day 
celebration  and  the  Ottawa  Food 
Bank. 

Celebrations  at  the  school 
included  the  Annual  Torah  Fair 
for  grades  5-8,  the  Siddur  party 
for  grade  one,  the  Chumash 
parly  for  grade  two  and  a 
beautiful  Yom  Ha’Atzmaul 
performance. 

In  celebration  of  the  Jewish 
holidays,  there  was  at  the  school 
a Succot,  a Purim  carnival,  model 
Passover  Seders,  a Holocaust 


Remembrance  play  and  a Lag 
Ba’omer  barbecue.  In  addition 
there  were  celebrations  for  the 
High  Holidays,  Simchat  Torah, 
Chanukah  and  Tu  Bishvat. 

Our  students  participated  in 
fundraising  events  for  JNF, 
Operation  Exodus  and  the  Heart 
Foundation.  Different  school 
grades  participated  in  trips  to  the 
Public  Library.  The  National  Art 
Gallery,  the  Museum  of  Natural 
Sciences,  the  Anne  Frank 
Exhibit,  the  Museum  of  Science 
and  Technology,  Upper  Canada 
Village,  to  Montreal  and  to 
Toronto.  In  addition,  whenever 
the  Jewish  Community  of 
Ottawa  organizes  an  event,  Hillel 
Academy  did  its  utmost  to  have 
its  students  participate. 

The  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah 
Board  consists  of  14  members 
from  the  Ottawa  Synagogues, 
four  local  Rabbis,  four  members 
of  the  Parent  Teachers’ 
Association,  four  members  from 
the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'Ir,  one 
member  from  the  afternoon 


Temple  Israel 
Religious  School 

Anne  Mozersky,  Chair 

Our  school  is  concluding  another  successful  year  under  the 
direction  of  our  Educator  Judith  Hersh.  and  Rabbi 
Tanenbaum.  Our  enrollment  has  continued  to  grow  to  186 
students  — Nursery  through  Grade  10-Confirmation. 

The  school  year  began  with  our  traditional  Consecration  of  25 
children  from  Kindergarten  plus  new  students  in  Grades  1 and  2.  One 
of  the  most  distinctive  additions  to  our  school  programming  has  been 
the  introduction  of  Family  Workshops.  The  philosophy  of  these  is  to 
encourage  family  members  to  learn  together  within  the  school 
environment,  class  by  class.  During  the  year  at  Temple  Israel,  parents 
were  invited  to  at  least  one  program  with  each  of  their  children  and 
from  the  rave  reviews  of  everyone  involved,  we  shall  be  extending  the 
workshops  next  year.  The  Family  Workshops  ranged  from  the 
Kindergarten's  Shabbat  Workshop  baking  individual  challahs  and 
making  challah  covers,  to  Grade  3's  “Recreation  of  the  Creation” 
through  art  and  drama,  to  Grade  7's  Tracing  The  Family’s  Jewish 
Names.  In  addition  several  grades  individually  lead  the  Temple 
worship  services. 

Chanukah  was  celebrated  with  a Grade  6 “Radio  Play"  that  included 
participation  from  all  the  other  grades.  Purim  was  observed  with  a 
traditional  Carnival.  Baking  Malzoh  contributed  to  a special  Passover 
for  all.  Lag  B'omer  was  celebrated  at  Temple  with  the  First  Annual 
Temple  Israel  Baseball  Game  and  hot  dog  cookout  (courtesy  of  the 
Temple  Brotherhood). 

Our  school  loves  to  travel!  Our  trips  this  year  have  included  a Grade 
7 and  8 exchange  with  Temple  Solel  in  Mississauga,  Ontario  and  the 
Confirmation  class  had  their  annual  visit  to  "Jewish  New  York  City” 
with  the  Rabbi.  Within  Ottawa,  the  Grades  4-10  went  to  visit  the  Anne 
Frank  Exhibit  at  the  War  Museum  and  Grades  8 and  9 included  a visit 
to  the  Chevra  Kadisha  as  part  of  their  high  school  program.  The  high 
school  program  continues  to  be  popular  mainly  because  of  the  wide 
range  of  educational  topics  within  a social  milieu. 

All  of  Temple  eagerly  awaits  the  Confirmation  Class  Worship 
Service  on  June  7.  This  ceremony  is  traditionally  observed  as  part  of 
the  Shavuot  service.  It  is  a unique  event  created  by  the  students  and 
Rabbi  Tanenbaum  as  the  culmination  of  the  work  and  study  of  the 
Confirmation  year. 

I extend  my  appreciation  for  a school  year  well  done  to  the  excellent 
teaching  staff  at  Temple  Israel  and  my  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the 
Religious  School  Committee  who  were  so  generous  with  their  time 
and  ideas:  Flo  Andrews,  Margaret  Brownstein,  David  Myer,  Frank 
Rosen.  Shelly  Shuslerman.  Murray  Soicher,  Paula  Speevak-Sladowski, 
Marilyn  Stegenga,  Debra  Viner,  Eric  Wiiner,  Judith  Hersh  and  Rabbi 
Tanenbaum. 


families  who  require  assistance. 

It  is  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community's  policy  that  no  child 
should  be  denied  a Jewish 
education  due  to  financial 
constraints.  The  financial 
assistance  program  is  funded 
through  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  allocation. 

Fundraising  is  an  important 
element  for  Hillel  Academy. 
Only  an  increase  in  fundraising 
events  could  help  limit  the 
increase  in  tuition  fees.  The 
Parent  Teachers'  Association  has 
done  a superb  job  in  organizing 
numerous  fundraising  events 
throughout  the  schoi  year.  In 
addition,  Hillel  Academy 
participates  in  the  Lucky  18 
Draw  and  Bingos  for  raising 
additional  funds.  Hillel  Academy 
requires  more  committed  parents 
in  order  to  make  the  various 
fundraising  events  throughout 
the  year  a success. 

The  1991/92  school  year  was  my 
first  year  as  President  of  the 
Board  and  similar  to  the 
students,  has  been  a real  learning 
experience.  I wish  to  thank  the 
active  participants  of  my 
executive  and  board,  the  Parent 
Teachers'  Association,  Stanley 
Katz,  the  administration  and  the 
students  of  Hillel  Academy  for 
their  efforts  in  making  the 
1991/92  school  year  a success. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
can  be  most  proud  of  Hillel 
Academy  and  its  students. 


school  and  the  past  president. 
The  Board  operates  with  an 
elected  executive  of  seven 
members  and  various 
committees.  During  the  1991/92 
there  were  eight  board  meetings 
and  ten  executive  meetings. 

Board  members  actively 
participated  on  committees  to 
review  curriculum,  personnel, 
finance  and  budget,  enrolment, 
fundraising,  financial  assistance, 
special  needs  and  the  computer 
program.  The  Committees  are 
reviewing  and  providing  reports 
on  an  on-going  basis  for  the 
betterment  of  the  school's 
performance. 

The  1991/92  school  budget  of 
$2,444,000.  was  funded  through 
tuition  fees  - 70.2%;  Jewish 
Community  Allocation  - 26.9%; 
and  fundraising  and  donations  - 
2.9%.  Presently,  the  annual 
tuition  fees  range  from  $2,425.00 
to  $4,286.00  per  student. 

The  school  operates  a 
sophisticated  and  sensitive 
financial  assistance  program  for 
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Na'amat  Canada  - 
Ottawa  Council 

Lillian  Laks,  President 


(“■‘"l  Campaign  U 

Abe  Engel,  Executive  Director 


Ottawa  Council  held  its 

1991-92  opening  program 
at  the  residence  of  the 
Israeli  Ambassador.  His 
Excellency,  Ambassador  Shelef, 
spoke  very  eloquently  about 
Ethiopian  Jews,  their  history  and 
their  future. 

This  season,  Ottawa  Council 
hosted  the  Na’amat  National 
Board  Meeting,  which  was  held 
in  Ottawa  on  October  5th  and 
6th.  Present  at  this  meeting  were 
a range  of  members  from  across 
Canada.  The  speaker.  Max 
Bernard,  was  excellent. 

Several  of  our  members 
attended  a weekend  retreat  held 
in  Platlsburg,  N.Y.,  sponsored  by 
the  Montreal  Chapters. 
Discussions  were  held  with 
respect  to  the  profile  Na’amat 
Canada  should  have,  the 
structure  of  Na’amat  worldwide 
and  how  Na'amat  Canada  fils 
into  the  worldwide  Zionist 
organization. 

In  November  Na’amat  once 
again  participated  in  the  Jewish 
Community's  Arts  Alive  week. 
We  had  several  tables  which  sold 
items  from  the  projects  of  She 
different  chapters. 

In  February,  Council  held  a 
community  forum  on  The  Pro’s 
and  Con’s  of  Medical 
Intervention  at  the  Civic 
Hospital  Auditorium,  with  a 
panel  of  four  prominent 


physicians  participating 
moderated  by  a lawyer  with  the 
Department  of  Justice.  It  was  a 
most  interesting  evening  and 
everyone  present  felt  that  the 
information  garnered  was 
extremely  worthwhile. 

Each  of  our  chapters  has  its 
own  fundraising  projects.  Ahava 
is  selling  Israeli  Ahava  Skincare 
products.  Aviva  had  their  annual 
Passover  Kosher  Wine  Sale. 
Nitza  is  selling  feit  wall  hangings, 
Names  by  Na'amat.  These  are  a 
collection  of  Hebrew  letters 
joined  together  to  spell' a child’s 
name.  The  first  letter  of  each 
name  is  individually  decorated 
with  a ciown,  animal,  or  flower. 

Needless  to  say,  each  of  our 
chapters  has  a full  range  of 
programs  from  “how  to  burglar- 
proof  your  home”  to  “travel  with 
kids”  and  "the  Jewish  Feminist 
Bible”. 

Our  Annual  Spiritual 
Adoption  project  is  underway. 
We  hope  that  the  usual 
generosity  of  our  supporters  will 
ensure  that  Na’amat  can 
continue  its  heavy  workload  in 
Israel.  They  depend  on  our  funds 
for  their  Daycare  Centres,  Day 
and  Night  Centres,  and  a myriad 
of  other  projects.  With  the  influx 
of  the  many  immigrants  in  Israel, 
a new  Na'amat  Community 
Centre  is  planned  for  the  city  of 
Ashdod.  Ottawa  has  committed 


itself  to  building  playground  for 
this  centre.  We  thank  all  of  you 
who  have  given  so  generously 
towards  our  projects. 

In  order  to  meet  our  heavy 
commitment  to  Na'amat  in 
Israel,  we  are  planning  a Goods 
and  Services  Auction  together 
with  Hillel  Academy’s  PTA. 
Watch  for  further  information 
soon.  It  should  be  a very  exciting 
event. 

Our  annual  meeting  in  June, 
entitled  “Sweet  Finale",  will 
feature  homemade  desserts  and 
entertainment  by  Shirley 
Steinberg.  Our  National 
President,  Rhona  Blanshay,  will 
be  on  hand  to  install  the  new 
slate  of  officers. 

Our  new  edition  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Telephone  Directory  will 
be  rolling  off  the  presses 
momentarily.  We  wish  to  thank 
our  many  advertisers  and 
subscribers  for  backing  this 
project.  It  is  our  most  important 
undertaking. 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  draw 
your  attention  to  Na’amat’s 
great  variety  of  cards  which  can 
be  sent  out  for  any  and  all 
occasions.  We  have  a price  for 
every  pockelbook,  so  don't 
hesitate  to  call  Miriam  Paghis  at 
729-7933  or  Roz  Taller  at  the 
Na’amat  Office  at  567-3104. 

Your  support  is  appreciated. 


The  1991  State  of  Israel  Bond  Campaign  was  an  unqualified 
success,  realizing  total  sales  of  $2,093,140,  or  a 31%  increase 
over  the  year  before.  The  amount  represents  actual  cash 
processed  (January  1-December  31, 1991)  through  the  Ottawa  office 
and  does  not  include  any  unpaid  outstanding  commitments. 

Worldwide,  State  of  Israel  Bonds  raised  $993  million  or  just  $7 
million  short  of  the  goal  of  one  billion  dollars.  This  year’s  goal  is  1.5 
billion  dollars,  an  increase  of  50%  over  last  year. 

Our  Campaign,  which  is  presently  in  progress,  has  produced 
gratifying  results.  It  is  my  hope  that  everyone  in  the  community  will 
do  their  share  to  meet  this  objective.  Now  that  loan  guarantees  by  the 
U.S.  is  a dead  issue,  it  is  even  more  important  for  each  and  everyone 
of  us  to  increase  our  level  of  commitment. 

This  year  State  of  Israel  Bonds  has  chosen  to  honour  Mendel 
Good,  a Holocaust  survivor  who  since  his  arrival  in  Ottawa  in  1948, 
has  worked  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  man,  and  been  particularly 
active  in  Holocaust  Education.  A community  wide  dinner  is  being 
planned  for  June  2.  A highly  successful  parlour  meeting  hosted  by 
some  of  Mendel’s  friends  took  place  at  the  home  of  Zelaine  and  Sol 
Shinder  in  mid-May. 

One  of  our  main  areas  of  endeavour  has  been  the  sale  of  Israel 
Notes,  which  start  at  $250,000,  to  individuals  and  syndicates.  I am 
pleased  to  announce  that  Machzikei  Hadas  Congregation  has 
renewed  a Million  Dollar  Note  and  that  the  Rose  & Roger  Greenberg 
Family  have  subscribed  for  a Million  Dollar  Note.  I thank  them  both. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  of  the  State  of  Israel  has  announced  that 
100  percent  of  Bond  dollars  will  be  used  in  the  creation  of  new 
housing,  employment  opportunities,  and  new  infrastructure  to  absorb 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Soviet  and  other  Olim  who  came  and 
continue  to  come  to  Israel. 

I should  like  to  emphasize  in  the  strongest  terms  possible  that  the 
purchase  of  a Slate  of  Israel  Bond  is  not  a charitable  gift  but  an 
interest  paying  loan  from  Israel  to  you,  and  that  the  rates  on  a 
number  of  instruments  available  are  equal  to  or  better  than  what  is 
out  in  the  market  today. 

I wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has  shown  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
State  by  purchasing  bonds. 

Finally,  I wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  my  fellow  Board  members 
and  to  Morris  Presser  who  will  succeed  me  shortly  in  this  position, 
and  to  Abe  Engel,  our  director,  and  his  efficient  staff,  for  their 
dedication  and  support. 


Congregation 
Machzikei  Hadas 


Howard  Goldberg,  President 

Rabbi  Dr.  Reuven  P.  Bulka,  Spiritual  Leader 


ongregalion  Machzikei 
Hadas  continues  in  its  role 
as  one  of  the  leading  and 
most  active  synagogues  in  the 
community. 

Our  membership,  which 
stands  at  462  families,  continues 
to  grow  at  a steady  pace, 
attracting  not  only  newcomers  to 
the  city  but  a number  of  local 
residents  who  find  themselves 
feeling  very  comfortable  and  at 
home  at  Machzikei  Hadas. 

A new  executive  and  board 
was  installed  on  August  24, 1991 
and  our  year  began  with  a very 
impressive  installation  following 
Shabbat  services.  We  had  record 
crowds  on  Rosh  Hashanah  and 
Yom  Kippur  this  past  year.  The 
festival  of  Sukkol  followed  and 
then  our  annual  Simhal  Torah 
gala  supper  preceded  by 
Impressive  Hakafot.  Over  350 
men.  women  and  children  shared 
in  Simhat  Torah  celebrations. 

With  the  Yom  Tovim  over,  it 
was  back  to  business  as  usual. 
The  major  item  on  the  Board’s 
agenda  for  the  next  few  months 
was  the  construction  of  the  new 
Bingo  Hall  on  Hunt  Club  Road. 
As  a partner  in  TEMO  Trust, 
(the  owners  of  the  Hall),  we  had 
and  have  a major  interest  in  its 


construction  and  its  eventual 
success.  The  hall  officially 
opened  in  early  January.  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  we  are 
holding  our  own  and  look 
forward  to  substantial  returns  on 
our  investment  in  the  next  few 
years. 

In  February,  we  held  a very 
successful  Chinese  dinner  and 
movie  night  with  125  people  in 
attendance.  The  food  was 
delicious  and  the  movie  “City 
Slickers”  hilarious.  More  social 
get  togethers  are  being  planned 
by  our  social  committee. 

The  holiday  of  Purim  brought 
out  over  300  young  people  and 
their  parents  for  the  Megillah 
reading  and  a fun-filled  Purim 


carnival.  We  also  run  Sunday 
Fun  Day  programs  in 
conjunction  with  the  J.C.C.  This 
has  proven  to  be  very  popular 
and  ! want  to  thank  the  staff  at 
the  Centre  for  their  help. 

Other  ongoing  activities  that 
have  been  successful  include 
Junior  Congregation  held  every 
Shabbat  and  Yom  Tov  for 
children  4-12  years,  and 
N.C.S.Y.  activities  for  children, 
ages  12  - 18  years.  N.C.S.Y.  holds 
various  programs  of  interest  to 
the  specific  age  groups  with 
some  activities  related  to  Torah 
and  learning  and  others  simply 
for  fun  and  excitement. 

Our  breakfast  committee  has 
organized  a number  of  very 


successful  Sunday  morning 
programs  which  have  seen  as 
many  as  125  people  in 
attendance.  Several  more  are 
being  planned  before  the 
summer  break. 

Al  a Board  meeting  held  on 
March  31,  a motion  was  passed 
to  purchase  a new  $1  million 
note  on  behalf  of  the  State  of 
Israel.  The  note  we  purchased  in 
April  1987  came  due  on  April 
30.  1992. 1 am  pleased  to  report 
that  shul  realized  a profit  from 
interest  on  that  note  and  we  used 
the  profits  to  purchase  additional 
State  of  Israel  Bonds  over  the 
past  five  years. 

Several  other  events  being 
considered  or  in  the  planning 
stages  for  the  next  few  months 


include  a shul  barbecue,  and  an 
event  to  mark  Rabbi  Bulka’s 
25th  anniversary  as  spiritual 
leader  of  Machzikei  Hadas. 

Our  shul's  Annual  Gold  Draw 
is  scheduled  for  August  12. 1992. 
It  is  a major  fund  raiser  and  we 
very  much  appreciate  your 
continued  support  of  the  event. 
To  buy  a ticket  ($100),  call  the 
shul  office  at  521-9700.  The 
ticket  is  your  admission  to  the 
cocktail  party  and  a chance  at 
winning  $40,000. 

Our  Sisterhood  was  not  as 
active  this  year  as  in  the  past,  but 
nevertheless  did  a magnificent 
job  in  fund  raising.  Their  major 
success  was  the  annual 
Strawberry  Tea  held  in  July. 
Hopefully  they  will  resume  many 
of  their  activities  in  the  coming 
year. 

In  closing.  1 want  to  thank  the 
Executive,  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  clergy,  the  office 
staff  and  all  the  members  of 
Machzikei  Hadas  for 
contributing  to  the  success  of  the 
shul.  With  a little  extra  effort  we 
can  grow  even  stronger  and 
ensure  that  Machzikei  Hadas 
remains  one  of  the  most  vital 
and  viable  organizations  of  the 
Jewish  Community  of  Ottawa. 
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Congregation 
Beth  Shalom  West 

Marten  Brodsky,  Chair 
Rabbi  Howard  M.  Finkelsiein, 

Spiritual  Leader 


The  past  year  has  been  a 
pivotal  one  for 
Congregation  Beth 
Shalom  West.  As  the  central 
feature  Rabbi  Howard  M. 
Finkelsiein  assumed  the  spiritual 
leadership  of  the  Congregation. 
From  the  beginning  the 
members  have  recognized  Rabbi 
Finkelstein’s  dynamic 
enthusiasm  and  leadership. 

Rabbi  Finkelstein  continued 
and  expanded  Beth  Shalom 
West's  tradition  of  strong  adult 
education  programs,  ranging 
from  courses  in  basic  Judaism  to 
gemara  study.  He  also  instituted 
twice  weekly  get-togethers  with 
teenagers. 

The  Rabbi  spearheaded  a 
••Weekend  Experience”  program 
featuring  noted  psychologist  Dr. 
Lisa  Aiken  of  New  York  and  a 
leadership  development 
weekend  conducted  by  Miss 
Susan  Jackson  of  Toronto. 
BSW’s  Men's  Club  and 
Sisterhood  were  actively 
involved  in  organizing  these 
events. 

Beth  Shalom  West's  youth 


programming  continued  to 
sparkle,  under  the  leadership  of 
Youth  Director  Yakov  Feig. 
Special  teen-oriented  events  like 
the  Casino  Night  and  the 
Shmoozerama  attracted  large 
crowds.  Our  annual  Pre-Pesach 
Car  Clean  was  a success  again, 
with  proceeds  going  to  support 
charitable  and  youth  activities. 
We  hosted  a joint  Shabbaton 
with  students  from  Hillel 
Academy.  BSW  boys  and  girls 
participated  in  Shabbatons 
sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Synagogue  Youth.  As 
well,  we  conducted  regular 
Shabbat  programs  and  special 
festival  and  special  activities  for 
all  ages. 

The  Congregation  enhanced 
our  already  strong  presence  and 
relationship  with  the  Jewish 
community  at  large  not  only  with 
youth  programming,  but  in  other 
areas  as  well.  Jewish  Community 
Centre  Hebrew  classes.  Israel 
program  Centre  Rosh  Chodesh 
programs,  Ottawa  Torah 
Institute  outreach  classes  given 
by  Mrs.  Lauren  Shaps,  and 


Rabbi  Eliezer  Ben  Porat’s 
weekly  shiur  were  important 
parts  of  our  year.  We  continue 
our  leadership  roles  in  UJA, 
Israel  Bonds  and  JNF  work.  We 
increased  our  participation  in 
areas  ranging  from  the  Vaad 
Hakashruth  to  community-wide 
occasions. 

Above  all,  our  Congregation 
remains  committed  to  being 
warm,  caring  and  inviting.  This 
year  we  established  a Chesed 
Committee  which  provides 
support  and  assistance  to  those 
facing  special  difficulty.  We 
welcome  new  faces  - just  for  a 
visit  or  as  full  or  associate 
members. 

In  1992  and  1993. 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom  West 
will  be  observing  our  Bar 
Mitzvah  year.  We  are  planning  a 
series  of  varied  programs  to 
highlight  our  festivities.  The 
entire  community  will  be 
welcome  to  celebrate  with  us.  as 
we  look  forward  to  many  more 
years  of  growth  and  service. 


A HAPPY,  SAFE  AND 
HEALTHFUL  SUMMER 
TO  YOU  AND  YOUR 
FAMILIES 


Ottawa 
Women's 
ORT 

Lynn  Levitan,  President 

It  has  been  another  successful  year  for  Ottawa  Women’s  ORT 
where  we  have  four  chapters:  Shalom,  Elat,  Eretz  and  Chavarot. 
Our  membership  now  exceeds  150. 

Chavarot,  our  youngest  chapter,  honored  one  of  Ottawa’s  oldest 
ORT  members,  Mary  Potechin,  at  its  Annual  Fall  Tea.  At  the  tea  we 
also  had  a terrific  fashion  show  where  ORT  members  modeled  the 
latest  in  winter  fashions  from  Tiffany's.  We  had  a tremendous  turn 
out  for  the  tea  from  both  friends  and  family  of  Mrs.  Potechin.  Other 
fund-raisers  include:  Entertainment  ‘92  books,  Christmas  Gift 
wrapping,  Phantom  Teas,  Spring  Mini-Bazaar  and  Mother’s  Day 
Brunch  Boxes.  In  total,  Ottawa  Women’s  ORT  will  raise  over 
$18,000.  this  year. 

The  Chavarot  Chapter  members  meet  once  a month.  Their  meeting 
topics  have  included:  anger,  safety,  violence  against  women,  Jewish 
women  in  the  90’s,  as  well  as  cooking  demonstrations.  In  honor  of 
Mother’s  Day,  Chavarot  and  Eretz  chapters  are  having  a joint 
meeting  at  which  “Mother/Daughter  Relationships”  will  be 
examined. 

At  this  time  we  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  wonderful  work  that 
Lynn  Levitan  has  contributed  to  cur  organization.  She  has  recently 
stepped  down  as  Ottawa  Regional  president  but  we  hope  that  she  will 
continue  to  serve  as  an  active  member  in  our  region.  Susan  Marcus  is 
now  the  new  president  for  the  Region.  Susan  looks  forward  to  the 
challenge  that  this  organization  has  to  offer. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  joining  or  obtaining  more  information 
about  ORT  please  contact  Susan  Marcus  at  226-1971. 


B'nai  Brith  Women  of  Canada, 
Simcha  Chapter  #1793 

Rosalie  Fox,  Sharon  Dailer,  Co-Presidents 

Simcha  Chapter,  B’nai  Brith  Women  of  Canada,  is  an  active 
group  of  women  involved  in  a variety  of  community  service 
projects,  focusing  on  the  status  of  women  and  children  in  the 
community.  Programs  this  year  have  included  speakers  on  Breast 
cancer  detection,  Judaism  and  medical  ethics.  Family  law  and 
nutrition.  Upcoming  events  are  planned  on  Bicycle  and  Helmet 
Safety.  Simcha  Chapter  annually  raises  funds  to  support  the  BBW 
Boys  Home  in  Israel,  by  selling  Rosh  Hashanna  Candy  Trays  and 
Jewish  music  tapes  at  Arts  Alive.  Chanukah  presents  were  collected 
again  this  year  for  distribution  by  the  Jewish  Family  Services  Agency. 

Arlene  Fagan,  President-elect  of  B’nai  Brith  Women  of  Canada, 
visited  Ottawa  in  March  to  update  members  on  BBW  programs 
related  to  Elder  Abuse  and  women’s  shelters.  For  more  information 
on  programs  and  membership,  contact  Sharon  Daiter,  President,  at 
820-5088,  or  Rosalie  Fox,  at  232-4358. 


Canadian  Friends  of 
the  Judaica  Archive  Project 

Walter  Cole,  President 


Registered  as  a Charitable 
Organization  in  1988,  the 
Canadian  friends  is  now  in 
its  fifth  year  of  operation.  Its 
goals  and  objectives  remain  to 
support  the  work  of  the  Jewish 
Writers  Guild  (JWG)  in 
Jerusalem.  The  JWG.  a small 
group  of  religious  scholars,  has 
devoted  itself  to  the  preservation 
and  distribution  of  printed 
Judaica  dealing  with  Jewish 
religion,  law  and  tradition.  Many 
of  these  vitally  important  books 
and  periodicals  are  rapidly 
deteriorating  so  that  their 
preservation  on  film  is  literally  a 
race  against  time. 

By  photographing  the  original 
document,  the  camera  preserves 
the  original  image  exactly,  with 
any  marginal  notations.  This 
provides  scholars  with  a true 
archival  reference  copy,  not  a 
possibly  defective  transcript  or 
imperfect  record.  The  images  are 
then  grouped  and  reduced  to 
microfiche  format  — up  to  95 
pages  on  a 4"x6"  card.  In  this  way 
entire  libraries  can  be  reproduced 
and  readily  distributed  in  a highly 
portable  form  to  scholars  and 


institutions  around  the  world. 

The  tiny  images  are  easily  viewed 
full  size  by  means  of  a relatively 
inexpensive  reader,  from  which 
hard  copies  can  be  made,  usually 
just  by  pressing  a button. 

The  JWG  has  produced  a 
catalogue  of  documents  available 
in  microfiche  format.  Copies  may 
be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
Canadian  Friends’  Head  Office 
at:  204-320  Crichton  Street, 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  KIM  1 W5. 
Telephone:  (613)  746-4075. 

At  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  on  March  18,  the 
following  members  were  elected 
to  the  Board  of  Directors:  Rabbi 
Dr.  R.  Bulka,  Walter  Cole,  Issie 


Landau,  Dr.  George  Marcus,  Alti 
Rodal,  Molly  Sherman,  and 
Sandra  Zagon. 

The  Directors  later  elected 
Walter  Cole,  president;  Molly 
Sherman,  vice  president;  and 
Sandra  Zagon,  secretary. 

The  Directors  met  five  times 
during  the  year.  The<principal 
fund-raising  activity  was  the 
campaign  among  the  local 
foundations.  This  resulted  in 
contributions  of  $2,745.  from  22 
foundations.  The  total  funds 
raised  in  1991,  from  all  sources, 
was  about  $8,800.  The 
organization  sent  about  $8,200.  to 
the  JWG  during  the  year. 

A major  new  initiative  has 
been  the  establishment  of  the 


Adopt-a-Book  project.  The 
objective  of  this  project  is  to 
encourage  participants  to  adopt  a 
particular  document  or 
documents,  from  a list  to  be 
provided,  to  commemorate  a 
special  event,  such  as  a wedding 
or  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah,  or  as  a 
memorial  to  a departed  loved 
one.  The  resulting  microfiche 
card  would  bear  the  name  or 
names  of  those  honoured,  so  that 
anyone  using  that  card  would  be 
made  aware  of  the  honouree(s). 

The  Adopt-a-Book  project 
would  be  announced  in  the 
Ottawa  area  synagogues  and  a 
descriptive  brochure  would  be 
provided  to  those  interested 
which  would  contain  a list  of 


documents  and  an  application 
form.  It  is  hoped  that  this  actively 
constructive  approach  would 
appeal  to  the  community  and 
provide  urgently  needed  funds  to 
support  the  work  of  the  JWG  in. 
Jerusalem. 

In  connection  with  the  Adopt- 
a-Book  project,  we  are  assisting 
the  JWG  to  prepare  a video  tape 
describing  the  Judaica  Archive 
Project  and  the  facilities  now  in 
use  in  Jerusalem.  We  hope  to 
have  it  available  for  showing  at 
the  upcoming  Book  Fair. 

A second  project  involved  the 
purchase  of  a complete  set  of 
microfiche  cards  from  the  JWG 
and,  by  adding  a reader,  to 
establish  a centre  for  scholarly 
research  and  study.  It  is  proposed 
to  set  up  the  first  such  centre  in 
the  library  of  a local  synagogue. 
Similar  centres  could  be 
established  for  a relatively  small 
expenditure  at  other  local 
synagogues  and  institutions  of 
learning.  This  would  make 
available,  for  easy  access,  the 
equivalent  of  a very  large  library 
of  important  religious  tracts  that 
are  simply  not  available  in  any 
other  form. 
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Hadassah-WIZO 

Council 


Marion  Mayman,  President 


Ottawa  Hadassah-WIZO’s 
season  of  activities  began 
with  our  tremendously 
successful  Designer  Duds  sale  on 
October  6 and  7,  Many  thanks  to 
co-chairpersons  Roz  Tabachnick 
and  Brenda  Wolf  and  their  hard 
working  committee.  The  1992 
sale  will  take  place  September  20 
and  21. 

On  October  16,  in  honor  of 
WIZO  month,  we  were 
privileged  to  have  Helena 
Glaser,  chairperson  of  Israel 
WIZO  Federation,  as  our  special 
guest.  Annette  Albert  and  Sandy 
Bennett  co-chaired  the  evening 
meeting  where  Helena  spoke  on 
the  status  of  women  in  Israel  and 
the  activities  of  women  in 
volunteerism  within  WIZO.  To 
recognize  this  event,  Ottawa 
Hadassah-WIZO  presented  a 
bursary  in  Women’s  Studies  to 
Ottawa  University  in  honor  of 
Mary  Collins,  Minister 
Responsible  for  the  Status  of 
Women.  Prior  to  the  meeting 
Stella  Torontow  hosted  a 
reception  for  Helena  and  other 
special  guests. 

To  kick  off  Youth  Aliyah 
month,  a children’s  Fashion 
Show  featuring  clothes  from 
M.A.J.E.R.  took  place  on 
November  5.  Monies  realized 
from  the  campaign  were  directed 
to  Canadian  Hadassah  WIZO’s 
Hoiim  absorption  center  in 
Israel.  Since  Operation  Moses  in 
1984,  Hofim  has  been  the  transit 
station  for  Ethiopian  children. 
With  Operation  Solomon  and 
the  influx  of  so  many  more 
Ethiopian  children,  the  strain  on 
Hofim  has  increased  and  there  is 
an  even  greater  need  for  funds. 
Youth  Aliyah  co-chairs  were 


Hana  Cammy,  Donna  Dolansky 
and  Una  Folkson  Singh. 

In  February  once  again  we 
celebrated  Winterlude  with  our 
now  nationally  famous  “Taste  of 
Chocolate”.  This  project  is  run 
by  the  Amit  Chapter  and  was  co- 
chaired by  Robin  Chernick  and 
Lucy  Cole. 

Canadian  Hadassah-WIZO 
held  several  winter  conferences 
this  year.  The  first  was  the  “Aviv 
Conference”  in  Toronto  for 
members  45  years  of  age  and 
younger.  Ottawa’s  delegation 
was  honoured  that  one  of  our 
members  - Toby  Yan  - was 
chosen  to  deliver  the  D’var 
Torah  on  shabbat.  Many 
members  attended  the  14th 
Annual  Southern  Conference 
and  Reunion  at  the  Dora!  Beach 
Resort  in  Miami  Beach  and  the 
6th  Annual  California 
Conference  and  Reunion  at  the 
Marquis  Hotel  in  Palm  Springs. 

On  May  14,  the  Medical 
Services  Dinner  with  Guest 
Speaker  Mary  Cook,  took  place. 
Proceeds  go  to  the 
Ophthalmology  Department  at 
Asaf  Harofe  Hospital.  In 
addition  to  our  commitment  to 
Asaf  Harofe,  this  year  Hadassah 
WIZO  has  taken  on  as  a project 
through  Hadassah  International 
within  the  Hadassah  Hospital  to 
purchase  the  hardware  and 
software  for  a sophisticated 
computerized  system  known  as 
Scandiplan,  used  in  the  treatment 
of  cancer.  Shares  for  this  most 
worthwhile  project  may  be 
purchased  personally  or  sent  as  a 
tribute  or  in  sympathy  to  others. 
Ibolya  Goldberg  is  the  Ottawa 
Hadassah-WIZO  Council 
representative  on  the  Cross 


Canada  Committee  of  the 
Hadassah  Medical  Organization. 

The  closing  general  meeting 
will  take  place  in  June.  Pins  and 
awards  will  be  presented  to 
various  members.  As  well,  the 
Lillian  Freiman  Cup  will  be 
presented  to  the  year’s  most 
deserving  chapter,  while  the 
Sadie  Shapero  trophy  will  be 
awarded  to  someone  who  has 
been  a member  for  two  and  a 
half  years  or  less  and  has  taken 
an  active  role  in  both  her  chapter 
and  on  council. 

On  June  14  our  second  annual 
Auction  Extravaganza,  chaired 
by  Lynn  Gillman  and  Lyn 
Lubelski  will  take  place  at 
Temple  Israel. 

This  year  we  once  again 
published  three  newsletters 
edited  by  Wendy  Klein  and  Lyn 
Lubelski.  Ottawa  Hadassah 
WIZO’s  16  chapters,  as  well  as 
supporting  all  the  above 
activities,  held  many  educational 
and  fund  raising  projects 
throughout  the  year. 

Toda  Rabah  to  everyone  in  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community  for 
your  continuing  support.  A 
special  thank  you  to  those 
families  who  have  generously 
allocated  funds  from  their 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
Foundations  to  Hadassah  WIZO. 
All  this  helps  us  maintain  our 
commitment  to  our  many 
projects  in  Israel. 

We  look  forward  to  the 
continued  success  and  growth  of 
our  organization  as  we  enter  our 
75lh  year. 


Habonim 
Dror 

Michal  and  Shmuel  Strassberg,  Shlichim 

Each  year  Habonim-Dror  begins  the  season  with  a new  group  of 
Madrichim  (counsellors)  in  the  leadership  role,  the  previous 
Madrichim  having  dispersed  to  universities  around  the  country. 
In  addition,  some  of  our  Ottawa  Madrichim  are  in  Israel  on  Kibbutz, 
participating  in  Habonim-Drors  one  year  workshop  program. 
Fortunately  Ihe  new  crew  of  Madrichim,  fresh  from  MB,  Habonim 
Dror’s  Leadership  Training  Camp,  filled  the  vacuum  with  distinction. 
Lori  Rabin  and  Dan  Friedman,  as  joint  "Roshi  Ken”  very  capably  led 
Habonim-Dror  Ottawa  into  another  successful  season. 

At  present,  we  are  gearing  up  for  Camp  Gesher.  Some  ninety 
young  Ottawans  will  be  at  camp  this  summer.  Our  group  of  last  year’s 
“Bogrim”  (10th  graders)  will  be  going  to  Israel  on  MBI,  Habonim- 
Dror's  Counsellor-in-Training  program.  Another  group  of  Ottawa 
11th  graders  will  spend  their  summer  at  Camp  Tavor  on  MB  for 
further  training,  to  come  back  to  take  the  onus  of  leadership  upon 
themselves  in  September  1992. 

As  usual,  Ottawa  was  extremely  well  represented,  both 
proportionately  and  qualitatively,  at  our  annual  North  American  and 
provincial  events.  Fall  seminar  was  held  at  Camp  Rina  and  winter 
seminar  was  held  in  Jerusalem,  Israel.  More  than  10  Ottawa  students 
wenl  to  Israel  for  the  winter  seminar  and  came  back  full  of  wonderful 
experiences  and  enthusiasm. 


State  of  Israel 
Bonds,  Women's 
Division 


Sunny  Tavel,  Chair 
Abe  Engel,  Executive  Director 


Women’s  Division  opened  the  1992  Campaign,  with  a unique 
tour  of  art  especially  tailored  for  a Jewish  audience  by  the 
Education  Department  of  the  National  Art  Gallery.  Some 
sixty-plus  women  attended  on  March  12  to  participate  in  the  tour  and 
enjoy  a fabulous  Champagne  Dessert  Reception.  Dr.  Edna  Kott, 
guest  speaker  from  Israel,  and  Evelyn  Schachter,  national  chair 
Women’s  Division  Canada  gave  an  update  on  the  importance  of  bond 
purchases  for  Israel.  The  women  in  attendance  responded  generously. 
The  success  of  this  event  was  due  to  the  hard  work  of  Doris  Stem  and 
her  committee. 

The  Annual  Golda  Meir  Club  Dinner  took  place  at  the  home  of 
Sheila  Hartman  on  April  22.  The  Golda  Meir  Club  is  exclusive  to 
women  who  purchase  a minimum  of  $5,000  in  Israel  Bonds.  At  a 
closing  function,  traditionally  held  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  1992  Golda 
Meir  Club  members  will  receive  a beautiful  pin  designed  by 
Yehoshua  Freiman,  a seventh  generation  Jerusalemite  who  studied  at 
the  Bezale!  Academy  of  Art.  Prominently  inscribed  on  the  face  of  the 
pin  is  the  Biblical  Verse:  “Many  daughters  have  done  valiantly.  But 
thou  excellest  them  all.”  (Proverbs  31:29). 

The  event  was  chaired  by  Myra  Presser.  To  date,  over  forty-five 
women  have  agreed  to  participate.  It  is  our  hope  to  secure  another 
twenty-five. 

Women’s  Division  also  played  a role  in  helping  to  organize  the 
Tribute  Dinner  to  Mendel  Good  to  be  held  at  Machzikei  Hadas 
Congregation  on  June  2.  , 

This  year  we  will  again  participate  in  the  Annual  Yom  Kippur 
Bond  Appeal,  preparing  and  distributing  tab  cards  in  each  of 
Ottawa’s  congregations.  Many  thanks  to  all  Synagogue  Sisterhoods 
for  their  assistance. 

As  I conclude  my  term,  I look  back  with  enormous  pride  and 
gratitude  at  the  dedication  and  commitment  of  those  who  have 
helped  make  Women’s  Division  and  the  Israel  Bond  Campaign  such 
an  enormous  success.  Serving  with  me  this  year  were:  Rose  Taylor, 
immediate  past  chair;  Myra  Presser.  first  vice  chair;  and  Ruth  Aaron, 
Cynthia  Blumenthal,  Barbara  Cohen,  Ellen  Fathi,  Sheila  Hartman, 
Elissa  Iny,  Vera  Klein,  Sandra  Levinson,  Rose-Anne  Prizant,  Zelaine 
Shinder,  Doris  Stem,  Ethel  Taylor,  and  Carole  Zagerman. 

Many  thanks  to  State  of  Israel  Bonds  Executive  Director,  Abe 
Engel  and  to  his  efficient  staff.  Linda  Middleton  and  Samantha 
Taller,  for  their  assistance. 


Beth  Shalom  West 
Sisterhood 


The  main  purposes  of  our 
Sisterhood  are  to  address 
the  educational,  social,  and 
cultural  needs  of  the  women  in 
our  congregation  within  the 
context  of  Orthodox  Judaism;  to 
assist  the  synagogue  in 
fundraising;  and  to  work  with 
other  groups  (such  as  the  Men’s 
Club)  to  provide  family-oriented 
activities.  We  have  been 
extremely  successful  in  fulfilling 
these  missions. 

In  October,  with  the  generous 
assistance  of  the  Men’s  Club,  we 
organized  Beth  Shalom  West's 
annual  Simchat  Torah  luncheon, 
attended  by  over  100  people. 
Also  in  October,  we  held  our 
first  general  meeting  of  the  year. 
Rabbi  Finkelstein,  our  guest 
speaker,  talked  about  “Love  and 
Marriage  — Jewish  Style”. 

In  November,  we  again 
participated  in  the  community’s 
Arts  Alive  event,  under  the  very 
capable  direction  of  Reisa 
Glenns  and  Julia  Taub  (who 
have,  in  addition,  impressed 
everybody  in  re-vamping  Beth 
Shalom  West’s  gift  shop).  In 
December,  we  put  on  a 
Chanukah/Shabbat  luncheon, 


which  included  programs  for 
both  adults  and  children.  And  in 
early  January,  the  Sisterhood, 
together  with  Pioneer  Women, 
held  an  Israeli  folkdancing  event, 
led  by  member  Joanne  Kalman. 

A highlight  of  the  year  was  our 
first  Woman’s  Day  seminar,  on 
March  1,  which  attracted  women 
from  across  the  city.  Thanks  to 
co-chairs  Susan  Marcus  and 
Marsha  Kaiserman.  and  to 
speakers  Lauren  Shaps  and  Lisa 
Aiken.  Also  in  March,  we 
worked  with  the  Men's  Club  to 
sponsor  the  shul’s  second  Murder 
Mystery  Night.  Thanks  to 
Maxine  Rabinovitch.  Ellie 
Kanigsberg  and  their  committee 
for  the  hard  work  involved  in 
organizing  that  event. 

Anybody  coming  into  the  shul 
on  a Sunday  morning  in 
February  or  March  would  have 
been  aware  of  the  delicious 
aroma  radiating  from  our 
kitchen.  Under  Reisa  Glenns’ 
supervision,  we  were  baking 
hamantashen.  The  proceeds  from 
the  hamantashen  sale  went 
towards  purchasing  a Megillah 
Esther  for  the  shul.  Thanks  to 
the  many  members  who 


Elaine  Friedberg,  President 

participated,  and  to  Myra  Presser 
of  Myra-Rose  Foods. 

As  I write  this  report,  we  have 
just  completed  our  April 
meeting,  where  Eleanor 
Campbell  talked  to  us  about 
women's  health  issues.  We  are 
now  planning  a closing  meeting 
for  June. 

None  of  the  above  could  have 
happened  without  the  assistance 
of  a lot  of  people.  Some  of  them 
were  mentioned  above.  I would 
also  like  to  thank  my  Executive 
— Maxine  Rabinovitch, 
immediate  past  president;  Frayda 
Bokhaut,  treasurer;  Annie 
Garmaise  secretary;  Shari  Ritter 
and  Ellie  Kanigsberg 
Programming;  and  Julia  Taub, 
Marsha  Kaiserman,  Naomi 
Krym,  and  Susan  Marcus 
members-at-large;  as  well  as  past 
presidents  Magda  Benedek  and 
Myra  Presser  for  their  guidance; 
and,  of  course,  those  many 
members  who  responded  so 
positively  to  our  calls  to  "help 
out".  Thanks  also  to  my  husband 
Bob  and  son  Jonathan,  who  at 
one  point  started  answering  our 
phone  “Elaine’s  Shul  Hot  Line!” 
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Canada-Israel  Foundation 
for  Academic  Exchanges  (CIFAE) 

Dr.  Alain  Goldschlager,  National  Director 


Agudath  Israel 
Sisterhood 

Margo  Silverman,  Administrative  Co-ordinator 

Agudath  Israel  Sisterhood  has  had  a most  successful  year.  We 
have  provided  an  array  of  programming,  as  well  as  cultivated 
new  talented  women  to  perpetuate  our  goals. 

Our  opening  program  was  a dessert  luncheon  with  a guest  speaker 
Dave  Brown  of  the  Citizen's  Brownsbeat.  During  the  month  of 
November  and  December  we  sponsored  a lecture  series  on  Kashrul 
and  Women  and  Tefillah,  led  by  our  own  Rabbi  Fine.  Chanukah 
provided  us  with  a different  venue  than  our  traditional  luncheon  - we 
held  a family  Chanukah  brunch  in  which  we  enjoyed  great  delicacies 
and  latkas,  of  course,  as  well  as  the  talents  of  the  Zemer  Trio.  Our 
USYers'  provided  wonderful  arts  and  crafts  activities  for  all  the 
children  who  attended. 

To  relieve  our  members  of  the  winter  doldrums,  Cindy  Feingold 
produced  a cooking  demonstration  entitled  “Easy  Entertaining”,  and 
Shirley  Steinberg  provided  a sing-a-long  as  another  winter  spirit  lifter. 

Our  annual  Torah  Fund/Sislerhood  Shabbat  took  place  in  March, 
at  which  Rabbi  Joel  Roth  of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
lectured  on  such  vital  issues  as  Judaism  and  the  Right  To  Die, 
Abortion,  Artifical  Insemination,  and  Judaism  and  Homosexuality. 
All  those  who  were  privileged  to  hear  him  were  most  inspired  by  his 
abilities  both  as  a teacher  and  a scholar. 

The  month  of  May  brought  us  on  a lour  of  the  Anne  Frank  exhibit 
at  the  War  Museum  and  our  closing  program  at  which  Robert 
Libman,  leader  of  the  Equality  Party  in  Quebec  spoke  giving  us  “A 
Piquant  Look  at  Quebec  and  Its  Future”. 

This  year's  board  members  are  already  planning  for  next  season 
and  have  organized  our  opening  program  September  12  - a Havdalah 
Hoe  Down  at  which  we  will  all  try  our  feet  at  square  dancing. 

All  in  all  a most  fulfilling  year  for  our  hard  working  members. 


Women's  Auxiliary 
Hillel  Lodge 


Pauline  Litvvack,  President 


As  I approach  the  end  of 
my  fourth  term  in  the 
Auxiliary  chair,  I am 
pleased  to  note  that  there  are 
currently  45  residents  (almost  a 
full  house)  and  there  exists  as 
well  a wailing  list,  an  optimum 
situation  for  all  seniors'  homes. 

As  this  report  is  being  written, 
plans  are  being  made  for  the 
Auxiliary  to  host  our  annual 
May  luncheon  at  Hillel  for  the 
Goiden  Age  members,  a 
function  thoroughly  enjoyed 
each  year  by  more  than  100 
invited  guests. 

Busy,  also,  are  the  devoted 
volunteers  who  are  calling 
potential  hosts  and  hostesses  for 
the  forthcoming  Spring  Tea,  this 
year  being  held'June  14  at  the 
Lodge.  Our  fundraising  efforts 
consist  mainly  of  two  teas 
annually,  wholly  supported  by 
our  Jewish  Community,  to  whom 
we  are  so  grateful. 

The  proceeds  from  these  teas, 
plus  the  sale  of  our  hand  crafted 
articles,  enable  our  Auxiliary  to 
continue  to  provide  for  the 
residents  the  following: 

• Monthly  Birthday  parties. 


complete  with  gifts  and  special 
birthday  cake. 

• Money  prizes  for  the  weekly 
bingo  games. 

• Wine  for  each  Sabbath 
Kiddush  and  Yom  Tov. 

• Jewish  holiday  parties  with 
appropriate  gifts  such  as 
Chanukah  gifts,  shalachmonas 
plates  at  Purim,  and  a decorated 
Succah  at  Succot. 

• Bus  transportation  for 
frequent  outings. 

In  addition  to  the  above 
ongoing  efforts  of  our  Auxiliary 
members,  some  of  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  are  direct  service 
volunteers.  On  a regular  basis 
they  visit  the  Lodge,  serve 
afternoon  tea,  and  when 
required,  drive  residents  to 
medical  or  dental  appointments. 

Since  the  previous  report,  the 
following  additional  items  have 
been  provided  by  the  Women's 
Auxiliary; 

• 48  new  bedspreads,  one  for 
each  resident. 

• Large  colourful  tablecloth 
for  the  Auxiliary  teas  at  the 
Lodge. 


he  1991-92  academic  year 
has  been  a full  and 
challenging  one  for 
CIFAE.  We  welcomed  scholars 
from  the  Hebrew  University  of 
Jerusalem,  Tel-Aviv  University, 
Haifa,  Ben-Gurion  and  Bar- 
Illan.  They  have  been  active  in 
universities  across  Canada  from 
Vancouver  to  Lakehead.  Their 
expertise  covered  a wide  range 
of  subjects  from  Middle  East 
politics  (Dr.  Gabriel  Ben-Dor  at 
York  university.  Centre  for 
Strategic  Studies  and  Dr. 

Michael  Keren  at  University  of 
Calgary)  to  Soviet  and  East 
European  developments  (Dr. 
Raphael  Vago  at  Concordia 
University)  to  the  psychology  of 
love  and  humour  (Dr.  Avner  Ziv 
at  the  University  of  Montreal). 

Going  by  the  reports  we  have 
received,  CIFAE  scholars  have 
been  well  utilized  this  year  by 
their  universities,  the  media  and 
the  Jewish  community. 

In  Ottawa,  administrative 
difficulties  and  cutbacks  at 
Carleton  university  prevented  us 


• Hearing  aid  system,  to 
enable  the  residents  to  enjoy  the 
various  programs  initiated  for 
their  entertainment. 

As  is  the  case  with  all 
organizations,  both  here  in 
Ottawa  and  throughout  the 
country,  our  Executive  is 
searching  for  new  Auxiliary 
members  to  provide  the  shot  of 
adrenalin  needed,  to  give  us  new 
ideas  for  fundraising,  to  iearn 
more  about  our  only  Ottawa 
Jewish  Senior’s  Home,  and  to 
provide  the  continuity  so 
important  to  our  existing 
Auxiliary. 

Again,  may  I offer  special 
thanks  to  all  those  wonderful 
volunteers  who  continue  to  work 
on  behalf  of  the  Hillel  residents 
by  visiting  at  the  Lodge,  serving 
lea,  driving  them  to  medical 
appointments  as  required, 
visiting  hospitalized  residents, 
making  various  hand-made 
articles  for  our  Arts  and  Crafts 
showcase,  and  finally,  special 
applause  must  go  out  to  the 
generous  hostesses  who  open 
their  homes  for  tea  parties  for 
the  residents  during  summer. 


from  carrying  out  the  full  year 
program  there.  This  was 
especially  disappointing  as 
CIFAE’s  program  began  at 
Carleton  with  the  support  of 
Ottawa’s  Jewish  community  and, 
until  now,  has  continued 
uninterrupted  from  some  18 
years.  Nevertheless,  the 
Foundation  was  able  to  arrange 
the  short  term  visit  of  a dynamic 
linguistics  scholar,  Dr.  Eiana 
Shohamy.  Her  expertise  in  the 
field  of  teaching  Hebrew  to 
anglophones  was  much 
appreciated  by  the  community 
and  her  work  in  child  language 
development  is  of  such  interest 
that  Carleton  is  already  willing 
to  consider  her  appointment  for 
the  1992-93  academic  year. 

This  past  year,  CIFAE  was 
also  able  to  participate  in  an 
exciting  archaeological  dig  by 
supporting  the  visit  of  Carleton’s 
Dr.  Diane  !e  Berrurier  to  the 
excavations  of  Caesarea 
Maritima  in  Israel.  Among  the 
sponsors  of  this  project  are 
Carleton  University,  the 


University  of  Haifa  and  the 
University  of  Maryland.  In  her 
article  published  by  This  Week  at 
Carleton,  Dr.  Le  Berrurier 
writes,  “The  most  interesting 
artifact  was  a white  marble 
fragment  of  a rare  Jewish  siab 
bearing  a Greek  inscription  and 
an  incised  seven-branched 
candelabrum.” 

Other  good  news  for  CIFAE 
in  Ottawa  is  the  great  interest 
shown  by  the  University  of 
Ottawa  in  joining  the  exchange 
program.  This  September,  the 
University  of  Ottawa  hopes  to 
welcome  Dr.  Han  Rachum  to 
their  History  Department  for  the 
Fall  semester.  This  past 
February  CIFAE  also  supported 
the  visit  of  Dr.  Jacques  Hassoun 
to  the  Cercle  Freudien  at  the 
University  of  Ottawa. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of 
preparations  for  the  coming  year 
and'  we  look  forward  to  yet 
another  group  of  scholars, 
another  season  of  exchanging 
ideas  and  collaborating  on  new 
initiatives. 


Canadian  Association 


Ben-Gurion 


University 
of  the  Negev 

Susannah  Daifen,  President 
Ottawa  Chapter 

The  Ottawa  Chapter  of  the  Canadian  Associates  of  Ben-Gurion 
University  had  a somewhat  quieter  year  during  1991.  Two 
public  events  took  place  at  which  outstanding  speakers 
addressed  the  community. 

Prof.  Eliezer  Oren,  Incumbent,  Canada  Chair  in  Near  Eastern 
Archaeology  at  Ben-Gurion  University,  described  in  fascinating 
detail,  his  findings  in  recent  archaeological  digs  in  Israel.  His  far- 
ranging  knowledge  of  history,  art  and  language  brilliantly  resurrected 
the  story  of  early  Hebrew  settlements. 

In  the  fall,  the  Canadian  Associates  of  Ben-Gurion  University 
brought  Harry  Hurwitz  to  Canada  to  share  his  insights  and  ideas 
about  the  Middle  East  Peace  process,  and  the  Aliyah  in  which  he  has 
been  involved  as  an  advisor  to  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Shamir.  Mr. 
Hurwitz  addressed  an  enthusiastic  audience  at  the  Agudath  Israel 
Synagogue,  which  was  a co-sponsor  of  the  event. 

With  the  influx  of  both  Russian  and  Ethiopian  Jews  to  Israel,  Ben- 
Gurion  University  has  been  expanding  its  facilities  and  programs  to 
accommodate  many  new  students.  In  order  to  answer  the  pressing 
needs  of  these  students,  the  University  has  launched  a campaign  to 
raise  scholarships  for  them.  Members  of  the  Canadian  and  Ottawa 
community  have  responded  generously. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  announce  that  three  members  of  the  Ottawa 
community  have  joined  the  Board  of  our  Chapter  - Eve  Shulman, 
Vera  Klein  and  Danny  Friedman.  We  look  forward  to  working 
together  toward  a successful  and  interesting  year  ahead  in  support  of 
Ben-Gurion  University  and  its  important  contribution  to  the  Slate  of 
Israel,  and  the  integration  of  the  Jews  of  the  Russian  and  Ethiopian 
Aliyah. 
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Adath  Shalom 
Congregation 


Joel  Yan,  President 

This  year  Adath  Shalom  celebrates  it’s  bar  mitzvah  year,  a year 
of  growth  and  activity. 

The  year  started  off  with  well  attended  High  Holy  Days  services  at 
the  Broadview  Campus  under  the  spiritual  leadership  of  Rabbi 
Jeffrey  Rubinstein  of  New  York  City,  with  Hazzanut  services 
conducted  by  members  of  the  congregation. 

This  year,  as  part  of  its  visiting  rabbis  program.  Adath  Shalom 
invited  Rabbis  Rudy  Adler  of  Griando  Florida  and  Daniel  Siegel  of 
Dartmouth  College  for  Shabbaton  weekends  which  were  highlighted 
by  discussions,  services,  and  socializing. 

During  the  past  year  the  congregation  held  a number  of 
educational,  social,  and  religious  programs  designed  to  bring  new 
insights  into  Judaism,  to  delve  into  current  issues,  and  to  foster  a spirit 
of “havurah". 

As  part  of  its  educational  program  guest  speakers  were  invited  to 
lead  discussions  on  a number  of  issues  including  intermarriage,  bio 
medical  ethics,  origins  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet,  the  water  situation  in 
Israel,  and  the  Mishach. 

Again  this  year,  under  the  guidance  of  its  members,  the  Adath 
Shalom  expanded  it’s  scope  of  activities,  forming  four  new  groups  -for 
taimud  study;  for  women's  study;  for  youths  preparing  for  bar 
mitzvah  and  for  social  support. 

Social  activities  also  played  an  important  role  in  the  Congregation’s 
program  which  included  a "Sukkah"  hop,  Purim  and  Chanukah 
parlies,  a skiing  outing,  a picnic,  a new  member  shabbat,  and 
welcoming  program  for  immigrants.  Early  this  summer  the  shul  has 
scheduled  an  outing  to  Upper  Canada  Village. 

Adath  Shalom  looks  forward  to  the  oncoming  year  with 
confidence,  optimism  and  excitement.  Plans  are  being  made  for  an 
extensive  program  for  the  forthcoming  year  highlighted  by  a gala 
evening  to  celebrate  its  bar  mitzvah  on  June  28th  at  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre. 

Adath  Shalom  is  a conservative  congregation  which  encourages 
equal  participation  by  men  and  women.  Weekly  Shabbat  services  are 
he’ld  at  the  Greenbank  Public  School  Library  in  Nepean  (on 
Greenbank,  one  mile  South  of  Baseiine),  and  are  highlighted  by 
discussions  led  by  members  of  the  weekly  portion  of  the  Sedra. 

Special  arrangements  for  other  facilities  are  made  for  festival  and 
High  Holy  Day  Services. 

For  more  information  call  Joel  Yan  (224-4560)  Dan  Sher  (820- 
6833)  or  Marvin  Zalman  (829-2926). 


Canadian  Friends  of 
the  Hebrew  University 

Dorothy  Nadolny,  Chairman 


Temple  Israel 


Mortimer  Bercovitch,  President 

Rabbi  Irwin  A.  Tanenbaum,  Spiritual  Leader 


Temple  Israel’s  silver 

anniversary  year  has  been 
a good  one.  We  marked 
our  twenty-fifth  birthday  last 
October  with  a memorable 
weekend  of  worship,  study, 
fellowship  and  gala  celebration. 
The  enthusiasm  and  sense  of 
proud  community  engendered  by 
celebrating  together  our  twenty- 
fifth  birthday  has  not  evaporated, 
and  we  are  still  basking  in  the 
warm  afterglow  of  that 
immensely  successful  event.  Our 
Twenty-fifth  Anniversary 
Committee,  led  by  Co-chairs 
Gary  Winer  and  Sandy  Thomas, 
can  look  back  with  well  justified 
satisfaction  on  the  result  of  their 
dedication,  competence  and 
imagination. 

The  Temple's  December 
calendar  was  enlivened  and 
enriched  by  a Chanukah 
weekend  program  conceived  and 
organized  by  a group  led  by  Sue 
Gold. 

On  March  7th,  Temple  Israel 
played  host  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
community  on  the  occasion,  of 
this  year's  observance  of  Soviet 
and  World  Jewry  Shabbat.  Many 
of  our  guests  expressed  their 
pleasure  with  our  religious 
service  and  the  warmth  of  their 
reception  by  our  Rabbi  and 
congregation.  We  attach  great 
importance  to  events  such  as  this 
one  for  maintaining  and 
strengthening  our  links  with  the 


larger  Jewish  community. 

During  the  past  year  our 
Congregation  had  occasion  to 
rejoice  with  the  families  of 
nineteen  B'nai  Mitzvah  as  these 
vital  young  people  led  our 
Shabbat  services  and  were  called 
to  the  Torah. 

Enrolment  in  the  Temple 
religious  school  continues  its 
upward  trend,  and  now  stands  at 
185.  We  are  now  at  the  point 
where  available  space  is  seen  as  a 
possible  limitation  to  further 
growth.  Our  Religious  School 
Committee  is  currently 
considering  various  options  for 
dealing  with  this  situation. 

Our  Adult  Education  program 
has  been  outstandingly  successful 
this  year.  The  highlight  of  this 
year's  program  was  a series  of 
three  Sunday  morning 
presentations  by  Rabbi  Elyse 
Goldstein  entitled  "Our  Jewish 
Mothers  - Our  Jewish  Selves" 
which  were  attended  by  capacity 
audiences.  On  June  21st,  the 
Temple  will  bo  the  venue  for 
another  outstanding  educational 
event  - the  fifth  annual  Imre 
Rosenberg  Lecture,  presented 
this  year  by  Rabbi  Gunther 
Plaut. 

The  Temple  interior  has 
undergone  extensive  renovations 
this  past  winter.  The  renovation 
project  is  almost  complete  and 
has  elicited  universally  approving 


comments  from  Temple 
members. 

The  next  Biennial  Conference 
of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Reform  Congregations  will  be 
held  in  Ottawa  next  November 
with  Temple  Israel  as  the  host 
congregation.  Several  hundred  I. 
Reform  Jews  from  across 
Canada  will  assemble  for  a < 
weekend  of  study,  prayer  and 
discussion  of  issues  of  vital 
concern.  Members  of  our  own 
congregation  and  others  will 
enjoy  the  rare  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  stimulating  , 
event  right  in  their  own 
community.  A Temple  Biennial 
committee  has  been  struck  to 
organize  local  arrangements  in 
connection  with  the  Conference. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  those ' 
who  have  contributed  to  making 
the  past  year  such  a good  one  for 
Temple  Israel.  To  Rabbi 
Tanenbaum,  on  whom  we  rely 
for  his  leaching,  inspiration  and 
guidance;  to  Heather  Cohen  and- 
the  Temple  staff,  for  maintaining 
the  administrative  and  physical 
aspects  of  Temple  in  such  good 
order;  to  Judith  Hersh  and  her 
teaching  staff,  for  the  continuing 
success  of  our  school;  and  to 
members  of  the  Temple  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  various 
committees  whose  work  is  so 
essential  to  the  functioning  of  the 
Temple. 


Machon  Sarah 
High  School 


The  Ottawa  chapter  of  the 
Canadian  Friends  of  the 
Hebrew  University  will 
host  a reception  for  chapter 
members  at  the  home  of  Herbert 
and  Dorothy  Nadolny  on 
Wednesday,  June  24,  at  8:00  p.m. 
Visiting  guest  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Edith  Rogovin  Franke!  of  the 
Hebrew  University  of 
Jerusalem’s  Mayrock  Centre  for 
Soviet  and  East  European 
Research.  A respected 
Sovietologist,  Dr.  Frankel  will 
speak  on  the  short  and  long-term 
impact  on  Soviet  immigration  to 
Israel. 

Future  chapter  activities 
include  the  establishment  of  a 
new  leadership  division, 
community-wide  public  lectures 
by  noted  Hebrew  University 
scholars;  and  a fundraising 
dinner  in  honour  of  community 
leader  Stephen  Victor  in  1994. 

Fifty  Canadians  will  attend  the 
upcoming  June  14-18, 1992 
meeting  of  the  Hebrew 
University’s  international  Board 


of  Governors  in  Jerusalem. 
Toronto  real-estate  developer 
Louis  Frieberg  will  receive  the 
University’s  honourary 
fellowship  degree.  McGill  Law 
Professor  Irwin  Cotier,  Q.C.  will 
receive  the  University’s 
honourary  doctorate  degree,  in 
recognition  of  his  outstanding 
service  in  defence  of  human 
rights  and  Soviet  Jewry. 
Professor  Cotier  will  also  present 
the  convocation  address. 

Canadian  projects  to  be 
dedicated  in  Jerusalem  include 
the  inauguration  of  the  endowed 
Conrad  M.  Black  Chair  in 
Ancient  and  Medieval  History 
(Toronto);  the  Abe  Gray  Chair 
in  Business  Administration 
(Vancouver);  and  the  Winnipeg 
chapter  “Live  and  Learn” 
Dormitory  Wing  on  the 
University’s  Mount  Scopus 
campus. 

Herbert  and  Dorothy  Nadolny 
will  represent  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
community  at  the  upcoming 


International  Leadership  _ 
Conference  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Hebrew  University,  to  be  held  in 
London.  England,  from 
September  17-20, 1992.  This  bi- 
annual event  will  be  attended  by 
five  hundred  University 
supporters  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  around  the  Jewish 
world. 

The  program  will  open  at 
London's  Guildhall  with  a special 
gala  dinner  and  the  awarding  of 
the  Hebrew  University's 
honourary  doctorate  degrees  to 
Lord  Rothschild  and  Lord  Sieff. 
The  conference's  academic 
program  will  include 
presentations  by  Hebrew 
University  scholars  on  topics 
which  include  the  Middle  East 
peace  process;  the  Brain;  and 
modern  anti-Semitism. 

For  further  information  contact 
the  national  office  of  the 
Canadian  Friends  of  the  Hebrew 
University  (tel:  1-800-668-3956). 


Tom  Caplan,  Board  President 
Rabbi  Yisroel  Morgenstern,  Dean 
Allan  Duffield,  Secular  Director 

As  Machon  Sarah  High  School  for  girls  continues  through  its 
second  successful  year,  we  stand  back  in  amazement  at  its 
growth  and  vitality.  It  is  quite  unbelievable  that  the  small  seed 
that  was  planted  last  year  should  be  blossoming  the  way  it  has. 

This  year  the  school  has  a ninth  and  tenth  grade  and.  please  G-d.  we 
will  have  three  grades  next  year  with  what  looks  like  a healthy 
enrollment.  The  school  will  continue  with  its  quality  education  in  its 
full  and  comprehensive  Jewish  Studies  program  which  includes 
Chumash.  Navi.  Jewish  thought.  Hebrew  language.  Jewish  history,  and 
Jewish  law.  The  secular  department,  led  by  Mr.  Allan  Duffield  is  fully 
accredited  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  is  running  a full  university 
track  program. 

Besides  our  intensive  learning  schedule  the  school  has  many  extra 
curricular  events,  including  the  Beth  Yaacov  Convention  (this  past 
year  held  in  Montreal),  the  annual  Machon  Sarah  Shabbaton.  Quebec 
Ski  Day.  Arts  Alive  booth  (where  the  schools  "famous"  Challah 
Covers  are  available  for  purchase),  a Chanukah  program  at  the 
National  Museum  of  Civilization,  and  the  Anne  Frank  Exhibit  at  the 
War  Museum. 

There  have  also  been  various  times  during  the  year  when  the  girls 
help  a mother  of  a newborn  child  under  the  "New  Born  Mother" 
program. 

The  school  is  presently  renting  space  at  the  Jewish  Youth  Library  in 
the  West  End. 

All  in  all  its  been  a full  year  with  the  coming  one,  please  G-d.  to  be 
even  better. 
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Ottawa  Torah  Institute 

Aaron  Sama,  President 
Rabbi  Yisroel  Morgenstern,  Dean 

OTI  offers  an  intensive  program  of  Jewish  studies  combined 
with  a complete,  superior  secondary  school  curriculum  and  is 
accredited  by  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Education.  Reflecting 
the  high  quality  of  their  education,  OTI's  graduates  have  been 
uniformly  successful  in  gaining  acceptance  at  universities  of  their 
choice,  where  they  have  shown  outstanding  performance.  Most  have 
chosen  to  continue  their  Jewish  studies  at  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  Israel  before  going  on  to  university.  We  are  most  proud  of 
these  fine  young  men,  whose  broad  education  will  serve  them  well  as 
they  lake  their  eventual  places  as  leaders  in  the  Jewish  community. 

The  assumption  of  a greater  part  of  the  administrative  burden  by 
Assistant  Principal,  Rabbi  Z.  Shaps,  has  considerably  strengthened  the 
functioning  of  the  school.  Following  a year  of  consolidation,  during 
which  the  dormitory  was  closed  for  renovations  while  the  school 
focused  on  local  students,  the  dormitory  has  been  reopened  and  once 
again  allowed  OTI  to  welcome  and  accommodate  out-of-town 
students.  OTI's  secular  program,  directed  by  Mr.  Allan  Duffield,  as  in 
previous  years,  provided  a wide  selection  of  courses,  including  a 
sophisticated  computer  course,  which  prepare  OTI’s  students  for 
eventual  careers  in  the  science,  liberal  arts  and  business. 

The  year’s  activities  have  included  a Shabbaton  at  an  Ottawa 
synagogue  and  several  outings/excursions  and  trip  out  of  town  to 
attend  a major  league  baseball  game.  OTI’s  seventh  annual  Cantorial 
Concert,  was  held  at  Congregation  Machzikei  Hadas  and  featured  the 
renowned  Chazan  Nafluli  Hershtig  of  the  Great  Synagogue  of 
Jerusalem  was  a great  success.  OTI’s  outreach  activities  have 
continued  to  grow,  with  classes  given  across  the  city,  from  Machzikei 
Hadas  to  Beth  Shalom  West,  and  include  pre-bar  Mitzvah  classes  and 
a greatly  expanded  adult  education  program  for  both  men  and  women, 
dealing  with  improved  navigation  through  the  Siddur  and  Chumash 
and  review  of  Laws  of  Shabbat  and  Kashrut.  An  important  new 
feature  is  opportunity  for  members  of  the  community  to  study  at 
various  times  during  the  day  in  a Chavrusah  Program,  which  allows 
intensive  one-on-one  study  in  the  traditional  manner. 

In  its  ten  years  of  operation,  Ottawa  Torah  Institute  High  School  has 
taken  an  ever  increasing  part  in  the  life  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  and  continues  to  have  an  important  influence. 


Jewish  Association 
for  Development  (JAD) 

Penny  Tennenhouse,  President 


The  Jewish  Association  for 
Development  (JAD)  is  a 
voluntary  national 
organization  which  was  created 
to  enable  the  Canadian  Jewish 
community  to  become  more 
directly  involved  in  Third  World 
international  development, 
reflecting  the  Jewish  principles  of 
tzedakah.  It  was  created  to 
demonstrate  to  the  Canadian 
public  at  large  Canadian  Jewry’s 
concern  and  support  for  the 
world's  poor  and  to  provide  a 
voice  for  Canadian  Jews  on 
development  concerns,  it  was 
founded  in  Ottawa  and  has  a 
very  active  group  in  the  Ottawa 
area. 

JAD’s  activities  focus  on 
increasing  awareness  on 
international  development  issues 
through  development  education 
and  supporting  development 
projects  in  developing  countries. 

The  development  education 
program  in  Ottawa  this  year 
consisted  of  a number  of 
extremely  informative  talks 


throughout  the  year  by  subject 
experts  on  such  subjects  as  the 
myths  and  realities  of  disaster 
relief,  education  in  the  Third 
World,  and  the  Sri  Lankan 
conflict.  Of  particular  interest 
was  an  evening  for  the 
community  devoted  to  the  UN 
Earth  Summit  in  Brazil  in  June, 
featuring  well  known 
environmentalist  Elizabeth  May. 

The  key  fundraising  event  of 
the  year  in  aid  of  JAD’s  Third 
World  projects  was  JAD's  third 
annual  “Rushes  ‘n’  Noshes"  film 
benefit  held  in  March  at  the 
Bytowne  Theatre  and  The  Place 
Next  Door  Restaurant,  featuring 
the  film,  “Sam  and  Me".  Funds 
raised  from  the  evening  are 
matched  by  the  Canadian 
International  Development 
Agency  (CIDA)  on  a three-to- 
one  basis,  increasing  the 
effectiveness  of  JAD’s 
fundraising  efforts. 

Ongoing  projects  include  the 
Mwera  Sewing  Cooperative  in 
Zimbabwe  which  is  co-sponsored 


by  the  Harare  Union  of  Jewish 
Women  and  the  Zimbabwe 
Women's  Finance  Trust  and  the 
Soiola  Co-operative  Weavers' 
Guild  in  Guatemala.  Plans  are 
now  in  progress  to  identify  and 
support  a new  Third  World 
project.  The  JAD  Chapters  in 
Toronto  and  Montreal  also 
support  projects  in  Bangladesh 
and  Mali. 

JAD  is  a member  of  the 
Ottawa  Vaad  Ha’Ir  and 
participates  in  networks  such  as 
the  Canadian  Council  for  i 

International  Co-operation  i 

(CCIC)  and  the  Ontario  ! 

International  Development  | 

Program.  Several  JAD  members 
participated  this  year  in  OIDP 
conferences  and  workshops, 
offering  members  excellent  j 

opportunities  to  learn  about 
contemporary  issues  in  j 

development.  j 

Any  member  of  the  Jewish  i 

community  is  welcome  to  join 
JAD  and  participate  in  its  local 
activities. 


Canadian  Friends  of  Beth  Hatefutsoth, 
Ottawa  Section 


Teena  HcndeSman,  Fran  Pearl, 
Co-Chairs 

This  has  been  the  fourth 
year  of  activities  for 
Ottawa  Section  of  The 
Canadian  Friends  of  Beth' 
Hatefutsoth,  The  Museum  of  the 
Jewish  Diaspora  in  Tel  Aviv. 

The  Canadian  Friends  of  Beth 
Hatefutsoth  was  organized  about 
six  years  ago  by  Andre 
Bronfman,  national  co-chairman. 
The  Ottawa  Section  presented 
its  first  program  in  Spring  1989, 
the  travelling  photographic 
exhibition.  "The  Jews  of 
Kaifeng:  Chinese  Jews  on  the 
banks  of  the  Yellow  River", 
shown  at  the  National  Library  of 
Canada. 

Our  next  activity  was  the 
major  exhibition.  “A  Coat  of 
Many  Colours:  Two  Centuries  of 
Jewish  Life  in  Canada",  co- 
sponsored by  the  Canadian 
Friends  of  Beth  Hatefutsoth  and 
the  Canadian  Museum  of 
Civilization.  The  travelling 
exhibition  has  been 
enthusiastically  welcomed  in 
cities  across  Canada  and  is 
preparing  to  open  in  Montreal 
later  this  year,  then  in  New  York 
City,  and  finally  in  Tel  Aviv. 

Last  year’s  members’  evening 
featured  the  outstanding  photo- 
ethnologist, Frederic  Brenner, 
winner  of  major  awards 
throughout  the  world.  We  hope 
to  have  a repeat  visit  in  the 
future. 

The  1992  annual  members' 
evening  held  on  May  24,  at  the 
Nepean  Civic  Center  Council. 


Chambers  featured  guest 
speaker  Gloria  Mound,  who  has 
been  studying  the  Secret  Jews  of 
Ibiza  and  Formentera,  the 
Balearic  Islands  off  the  coast  of 
Spain.  Gloria  Mound  has 
uncovered  interesting  evidence 
of  these  courageous  people, 
including  houses  of  worship. 

Because  of  our  participation  in 
Sepharad  '92.  we  arc 
concentrating  our  1992  activities 
around  this  theme. 

The  aims  of  the  Canadian 
Friends  of  Beth  Hatefutsoth, 
Ottawa  Section  are:  to  create 
awareness  about  the  outstanding 
Israeli  Museum  Beth 
Hatefutsoth  and  about  the 
existence  of  diverse  and 
interesting  Jewish  communities 
all  over  the  world;  to  provide 


financial  and  moral  support  for 
Beth  Hatefutsoth;  to  provide 
interesting  programs  and 
exhibitions  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  available  to  Ottawa 
for  our  enjoyment  and 
education;  to  assist  in  providing 
a link  between  the  Jewish 
community  and  other  cultures  in 
Ottawa,  represented  by  our 
exhibitions;  to  assist  in  fostering 
communications  between  Israel 
and  the  Diaspora  through  one  of 
its  most  important  and 
prominent  cultural  institutions. 

We  are  grateful  to  all  our 
members  who  have  chosen  to 
help  support  Beth  Hatefutsoth, 
The  Nahum  Goldmann  Museum 
of  the  Jewish  Diaspora  and  to  all 
who  attend  our  programs  and 
exhibitions. 


Young  Israel 
of  Ottawa 

Dr.  Josef  Straus,  President 

Rabbi  Mordecai  Y.  Berger,  Spiritual  Leader 

This  past  year  at  Young  Israel  proved  to  be  productive.  The  first 
phase  of  the  refurbishing  of  the  interior  of  Young  Israel  has  now 
been  completed  giving  a beautiful  new  look  to  our  upstairs 

lobby. 

Recently,  we  have  been  most  fortunate  to  welcome  several  new  . 
members  into  our  congregation  whose  enthusiasm  and  drive  have 
greatly  enriched  our  community.  As  in  past  years,  Young  Israel 
continues  to  maintain  its  usual  high  standard  in  Adult  Education  and 
this  year  brings  in  a new  dimension  to  its  youth  sector  with  a full  scale 
Shabbat  Programming  Package. 

Weekly  Adult  Shiuvim  given  by  Rabbi  M.  Berger  include  Tuesday 
night  classes  in  “Mysticism  and  Philosophy”,  an  ongoing  shiur  which 
consistently  intrigues  and  attracts  men  and  women  of  ail  ages  and 
levels  of  religious  commitment.  Each  Thursday  evening  men  are 
invited  to  participate  in  a Gemorrah  Shiur  followed  by  Maariv  Prayer 
Service.  Shabbat  offers  early  afternoon  classes  for  women  in  Navi 
(Prophets)  at  rotating  homes  and  classes  later  in  the  afternoon  are 
given  in  the  shul  for  men  and  women  on  the  Parsha  of  the  Week. 

Between  Shabbat  Mincha-Maariv  selected  members  of  the 
congregation  and  special  guests  are  given  the  opportunity  to  offer 
their  insights  in  a D'var  Torah.  This  presentation  is  part  of  a regular 
ongoing  Seudat  Shelishit  program  which  includes  the  singing  of 
Zemirot  and  weekly  buffet  style  Seuda. 

The  Annual  Young  Israel  Purim  Seuda  has  proven  once  again  this 
year  to  be  a smashing  success  along  with  our  many  other  programs 
(including  Shabbaton  with  Rabbi  Hollender  and  special  Kiddushim). 
We  now  look  forward,  please  G-d,  to  another  “All  Night”  Shavuos 
Learning  Session  and  Shavuos  Kiddish  Luncheon  and  Program 
entitled  “Civil  Rights  and  the  Torah  Perspective."  Young  Israel 
congregants  of  the  legal  profession  will  be  featured  speakers  as  pari  of 
a forum  on  this  topic. 

This  year  our  shul  was  very  proud  to  be  the  co-host  of  several  local 
school  Shabbatonim  including  Machcn  Sarah  and  Maimonides  School. 
It  looks  forward  to  more  of  the  same.  We  look  forward,  with  the  help 
of  Mashem  Yisborach,  to  the  continuing  progress  in  all  facets  of  our 
shul’s  development  for  the  future. 
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B'nai  Brith 

Parliament  Lodge/#2159 

Steven  Singer,  President 


The  1991-92  year  was  yet 
another  success  for 
Parliament  Lodge.  In  spite 
of  the  deep  economic  recession, 
our  Millionaires'  Night 
fundraising  effort  to  support 
local  and  national  charities 
received  a tremendous  response, 
enabling  us  to  continue  our 
important  work.  As  the  year 
began,  the  annual  B'nai  Brith 
Canada  Convention  in  Toronto 
saw  our  past  presidents  Tom 
Gussman  installed  as  a national 
vice-president  to  the  Board  of 
Governors,  and  Moishe  Smith 
installed  as  immediate  past 
president  of  B'nai  Brith  Canada. 

During  the  summer,  under  the 
able  chairmanship  of  David 
Stein,  our  annual  installation  and 
awards  evening  was  held 
outdoors  at  the  home  of  Sye  and 
Carol  Mincoff,  and  everyone  in 
attendance  had  a good  lime. 

In  the  Fail,  we  were  treated, 
immediately  at  the 
commencement  of  the  historic 
Middle  East  peace  talks,  to  a 
candid  and  enlightening  evening 
with  His  Excellency  Itzhak 
Shelef,  Israel's  ambassador  to 
Canada.  Lodge  members  and 
guests  were  able  to  ask  the 
Ambassador  any  and  all 
questions  on  this  momentous 
development  in  Israeli-Arab 


relations. 

As  noted  earlier,  our 
Millionaires'  Night  was  a huge 
success.  Yasher  Koach  to 
Chairman  Jeffrey  Miller  and  his 
dedicated  committee  for  a job 
well  done.  Best  wishes  for 
success  in  1992  to  Incoming 
Chairman  Martin  Black.  Our 
Millionaires'  Night  Committee 
suffered  a great  loss  last  year, 
when  Brother  Jack  Goldfield 
passed  away.  Jack  was  a tireless 
worker  for  the  committee  and 
will  be  missed  by  everyone  in  the 
lodge. 

In  December,  our  first  annual 
family  Chanukah  party  was  held 
under  the  stewardship  of  Adele 
Horwitz  at  the  Beacon  Arms 
Hotel.  The  kids  were  entertained 
by  a ventriloquist  and  Chanukah 
games  and  the  adults  were 
entertained  by  the  joy  on  the 
faces  of  the  children. 

Our  CVS  program  was,  as 
always,  the  high  point  of  our 
community  work.  As  I write  this 
message,  I have  difficulty  in 
finding  the  right  words  to 
describe  the  profound  sadness  I 
feei,  and  that  all  of  our  Lodge 
Brothers  and  Sisters  feel,  at  the 
untimely  passing  of  Brother 
Marty  Glalt  on  the  eve  of 
Passover.  Marty  and  Dora  were 
our  CVS  chairpersons.  They 


organized,  coordinated, 
attended,  entertained,  served  and 
represented  the  true  spirit  of 
B’nai  Brith.  Marty  will  be  greatly 
missed,  not  only  by  his  family, 
the  lodge  and  the  Jewish 
community  of  Ottawa,  but  by  the 
many  people  whose  lives  he 
touched  over  the  years. 

Our  annual  bowling  evening 
was  held  in  February  and  was 
enjoyed  by  all  the  bowlers,  who 
established  several  records  that 
will  long  be  remembered.  Thanks 
again  to  David  Stein  for  his  hard 
work. 

As  usual,  lodge  business  was 
handled  at  our  monthly  executive 
meetings.  At  the  April  meeting 
the  executive  unanimously 
approved  a slate  of  officers  for 
1992-93,  which  will  be  presented 
to  the  membership  for  a vote  in 
May.  The  slate  is  headed  by 
President-Elect  David  Stein. 

As  our  year  winds  down,  we 
prepare  for  the  Annual 
Convention,  to  be  held  at  the 
Concorde  hotel  in  the  Catskills.  I 
want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  members  of  Parliament 
Lodge  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve  as  president  and  to  wish 
David  Stein  and  the  incoming 
executive  all  the  best  in  the 
coming  year. 


The  Sephardi 
Association 


of  Ottawa 


Michel  Tapiero,  President 


The  1991-92  year  started  with  a first  in  Ottawa.  The  SAO 

published  the  first  Sephardi  Newsletter  "News  & Views”  just 
before  the  5752  (1991)  High  Holidays.  We  also  celebrated  the 
first  Bar  Mitzvah  in  the  summer  of  1991,  followed  by  a second  in  the 
fall.  A dedicated  SAO  phone  line  has  been  introduced  (82S-4603)  and 
is  available  for  members  and  non-members  alike.  Other  activities 
highlights  included  a Chanukah  family  party  and  a Minouna  brunch 
following  Pessah. 

As  many  of  the  activities  in  1991-92  focus  on  Sepharad  ‘92,  the 
Ottawa  Committee  Sepharad  '92  was  established  to  plan  and  organize 
events  for  the  community  at  large.  All  staged  events  to  date  such  as 
the  Film  Festival,  the  Opening  Ceremony  for  Sepharad  ‘92.  the 
exhibit  "Of  Fire  and  Exile",  the  Music  Festival,  a conference  on 
Sephardi  liturgical  music,  and  a conference  and  discussion  panel  on 
Sepharad  literature  - were  well  received  and  well  attended.  All  these 
activities  were  realized  thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  volunteers,  the 
cooperation  and  financial  contribution  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Council  of  Ottawa,  the  Jewish  Community  Centre,  and  Beth 
Hatefutsoth  (Ottawa  Chapter). 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  we  are  planning  to  hold  the 
Great  Sephardi  Night,  and  a picnic  during  the  summer.  In  the  fall,  we 
will  be  participating  in  cultural  and  social  activities  to  showcase  the 
Sephardi  culture  and  traditions.  Materials  - books  and  audio-visuals  - 
are  being  gathered  to  establish  a Sephardi  resource  centre  for  the 
community  at  large. 

The  SAO  holds  regular  services  on  the  last  shabbat  of  every  month 
and  full  services  for  all  holidays  at  33  Banner  Road  (off  Greenbank). 
Board  meetings  are  held  the  second  Monday  of  every  month.  For 
additional  information  or  suggestions  (interested  in  volunteering?), 
please  call  8284603  or  write  to  SAO,  P.O.  Box  231 11,2121  Carling 
Avenue,  Ottawa.  Ontario  K2A  4E0  or  fax  726-0586.  Queries  and 
articles  for  the  newsletter  are  always  welcome  and  should  be 
addressed:  to  Judith  Rostenne.  Editor  of  News  and  Views,  (same 
address  as  above) 


Agudath  Israel 
Congregation 

Mark  Wolynetz,  President 
Rabbi  Arnold  Fine,  Spiritual  Leader 


As  in  the  past,  Agudath 
Israel  has  experienced  a 
successful  and  busy  year. 
Weekly  attendance  at  Shabbat 
morning  services  has  continued 
to  grow.  Even  more  importantly, 
the  number  of  young  couples 
attending  shu!  with  their  children 
has  increased. 

Our  highly  successful 
tefilatenu  program,  for  children 
from  kindergarten  to  grade  5,  has 
completed  another  year;  this 
program,  coordinated  and  led  by 
volunteer  adult  members, 
provides  our  children  with  a 
thorough  introduction  to  the 
Shabbat  service  and 
complements  their  other 
educational  experiences.  In  May, 
regular  attendees  at  tefilatenu 
participated  in  the  regular  Shul 
services  and  were  honoured  for 
their  achievements  during  the 
past  year. 

This  year,  we  increased  the 
involvement  of  our  post-Bar 
Mitzvah  youth  in  Shabbat 
morning  services;  in  particular, 
many  of  our  recent  Bar  Mitzvah 
celebrants  have  been  assisting 
with  the  Torah  reading. 

In  November,  Agudath  Israel 
held  its  annual  Remembrance 
Day  Shabbat  at  which  time  we 
honoured  our  veterans  who 
fought  to  defend  our  precious 


country  and  way-of-life  and 
recalled  the  memory  of  those 
who  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice 
on  our  behalf. 

Later  in  November,  Agudath 
Israel  was  pleased  to  host  the 
students  and  families  of  the 
Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School 
and  Akiva  High  School  with  the 
students  participating  in  the 
entire  service.  Over  the  years, 
this  program  has  enabled 
students  to  become  well-versed 
and  familiar  with  the  entire 
Shabbat  morning  service. 

The  Agudath  Israel  youth 
committee  has  coordinated  a 
number  of  educational  and  social 
events  for  our  youth  including 
annual  events  such  as  the  visit  to 
St.  Vincent's  Hospital  at 
Chanukah,  A Havdaiah  and 
bowling  party,  and  tobogganing 
and  skating  parties. 

During  Rosh  Hashanah  and 
Yom  Kippur,  services  in  the  main 


sanctuary  were  enhanced  by  the 
Agudath  Israel  choir  under  the 
leadership  of  Cantor  Aptowitzer 
and  Bernie  Shinder.  In  May,  the 
members  of  the  choir  were 
honoured  at  a special  Shabbat 
service  in  which  they  took  part. 

On  Rosh  Hashanah  and  Yom 
Kippur,  Agudath  Israel  again 
had  a parallel  service  in  the  daily 
chapel.  Rabbi  Michael  Brown,  of 
York  University,  returned  for  the 
seventh  year  to  coordinate  the 
service  and  provide  the  rabbinic 
aspects  while  the  services  were 
conducted  by  Cantor  Felix 
Antopolsky  of  Toronto.  As  in 
past  years,  our  youth  led  the 
congregants  in  P'sukei  D’zimra 
and  conducted  all  of  the  Torah 
reading. 

Continuing  education  has 
always  been  a priority  for  our 
congregation.  This  year,  Rabbi 
Fine  has  been  leading  a weekly 
Tuesday  morning  mishnah  class 


and  has  a learning  session 
between  mincha/maariv  every 
Shabbat  afternoon.  Ourchazzan 
sheni,  Daniel  Friedman,  has  been 
teaching  a weekly  class  centering 
around  Megillat  Ruth. 

Agudath  Israel  continues  to  be 
vitally  involved  with  the 
community,  providing  active 
representation  on  a number  of 
other  boards,  allowing  the  use  of 
our  facilities  by  other 
community-based  institutions, 
and  co-sponsoring  speakers  and 
other  events.  In  addition,  we 
continued  to  coordinate  the 
acquisition  and  assembly  of 
lulavim  and  estrogim  for  several 
other  institutions.  Our  men’s 
club  has  continued  its  long- 
standing practice  of  conducting 
monthly  Shabbat  and  Rosh 
Hashanah  services  at  the  Civic 
Hospital. 

At  Agudath  Israel,  we  are  very 
fortunate  to  have  a strong 


sisterhood  to  assist  in  the 
administration  of  the  shul.  In 
addition  to  generating 
considerable  revenue  through  its 
Nearly  New  Shop,  the  Sisterhood 
has  sponsored  a large  number  of 
social  and  educational  programs 
throughout  the  past  year. 

At  the  request  of  several  of 
our  members  and  in  an  effort  to 
improve  our  environment,  the 
board  of  trustees  recently 
decided  to  make  Agudath  Israel 
a smoke-free  building.  We 
anticipate  that  this  decision  will 
enhance  the  pleasure  of  siinchas 
and  other  events  held  on  our 
premises. 

Finally,  I want  to  acknowledge 
and  thank  our  clergy.  Rabbi 
Fine,  Cantor  Aptowitzer.  Daniel 
Friedman  and  our  office  staff. 
Bess  Weiner,  Barbara  Hershorn 
and  Minnie  Greenberg  for  their 
outstanding  contributions  and 
efforts  on  behalf  of  Agudath 
Israel.  As  important  resources  of 
the  synagogue,  they  have  been 
integral  and  instrumental  to  the 
successes  the  shul  has  achieved. 
On  a personal  level,  they, 
together  with  the  other  members 
of  the  executive  and  board,  and 
our  members-at-large,  have 
made  my  first  year  as  shul 
president  an  enjoyable  one. 
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Ottawa  Hebrew 
Free  Loan 

William  Grossman,  President 
Charlotte  Slack,  Executive  Secretary 


We  are  now  in  our  59th  year  of  operation  and  to  date  have 

granted  3004  loans.  The  Free  Loan  Association  has  been  of 
particular  benefit  to  newly-arrived  Jewish  immigrants  with 
very  little  worldly  goods. 

Money  is  loaned  in  sums  up  to  $2,000  to  applicants  without  charge 
of  interest  or  expense  of  any  kind. 

Our  office,  in  the  Jewish  Community  Centre  building,  is  open  every 
Sunday  morning  from  10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon. 

The  Officers  of  our  organization  at  present  are:  Immediate  Past 
President  Thomas  Sachs;  President  William  Grossman;  Vice 
Presidents  Hyman  Gould,  Joseph  Zelikovitz,  Hy  Roodman,  Mel 
Shulman;  Treasurer  Leon  Leckie;  Secretary  Charlotte  Slack; 
Honorary  Solicitor  Carl  Rosen;  Accountant  Issie  Landau;  Executive 
Committee  Benjamin  Feinstein;  Directors  Benes  Cantor,  Mildren 
Drazin,  Reuben  Kalin,  Sonia  Kizell,  Isaac  Levine,  Fanny  Betcherman, 
Rabbi  Saul  Aranov,  Rabbi  Mordecai  Berger,  Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka, 
Rabbi  Arnold  Fine,  Rabbi  Howard  Finkelstein  and  Rabbi  Irwin  A. 
Tanenbaum. 

We  wish  to  point  out  that  Wills  and  Bequests  have  been  of  valuable 
assistance  to  us,  helping  to  increase  our  aid  to  those  in  need.  So, 
please  remember  the  Hebrew  Free  Loan  Association  in  your  Will. 


...  "culture  is  Israel’s  bridge  to  the 
world,  never  permitting  us  to  be 
isolated"  (Auro  Herzog) 

The  Canada-Israel  Cultural 
Foundation  (CICF)  has  a 
distinctive  role  to  play 
within  the  Jewish  Community  of 
Ottawa,  serving  as  the  cultural 
bridge  between  Canada  and 
Israel.  CICF  seeks  to  present  to 
Canadians  the  many  cultural 
activities  within  Israel 
notwithstanding  its  constant 
preoccupation  with  internal 
security.  Conversely,  the 
mandate  of  CICF  is  to  also 
provide  a forum  to  Canadian 
artists  for  presentation  to  the 
Israeli  Community.  Although 
CICF  does  not  involve  itself 
directly  in  fundraising,  any 
monies  raised  through  our 
membership  and  functions  go 
towards  scholarships  for  gifted 
young  Israelis.  This  year  piano 
scholarships  were  awarded  to 
three  young  Israeli  musicians 
(recent  Russian  immigrants). 

The  1991-92  activities  of  CICF 
have  been  exciting  and  eventful 
and  of  high  quality  in  keeping 
with  our  cultural  objectives.  Our 
theme  for  this  past  year  has  been 
to  create  awareness  of  the  art 
and  music  of  the  new  Israeli 
Russian  Immigrants  and  the 
culture  they  bring  to  Israel. 
Through  CICF  we  have  been 
able  to  share  in  this  unique 
experience. 

September  15, 1991  - An 
Opening  Reception  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Algom.  Their  hospitality  was 
matched  by  their  excellent 
narration  of  an  outstanding 
video  of  Russian  Jews  in  various 
cities  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union.  The  video  - 'The  Burning 
Ember'  was  both  touching  and 
interesting.  The  recently 
returned  UJA  Mission 
participants  were  included  in  the 
event  and  Sunny  and  John  Tavel 
gave  a personal  account  of  their 
experiences  meeting  with 
Russian  Jews  in  Russia  and 
Israel.  This  made  for  a good  start 


to  our  theme  of  the  New  Russian 
Immigrants  to  Israel. 

October  27, 1991  - The  Galilee 
Soloists.  This  was  the  most 
exciting  event  of  the  year. 
Described  by  some  as  a 
•happening'  while  Jacob  Siskind, 
music  critic  for  the  Ottawa 
Citizen  wrote  - “Galilee  Soloists 
light  years  ahead  of  established 
groups".  Words  cannot 
adequately  describe  the  high 
musical  level  of  the  concert.  A 
full  house  greeted  this  uniqe 
string  ensemble  for  their  first 
concert  in  Canada  at  the 
Chateau  Laurier  Ballroom.  The 
audience  sat  enthralled  from  the 
first  note  and  accorded  the 
musicians  an  enthusiastic 
standing  ovation  at  the 
conclusion  of  their  program.  The 
ensemble  comprised  11 
immigrants  from  Russia  and 
three  Israelis.  A special  thanks 
to  Evelyn  Greenberg  for 
arranging  the  details  for  the 
rehearsal  and  the  concert. 

The  orchestra  spent  the 
weekend  in  Ottawa  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Israeli  Embassy 
and  the  CICF.  They  particularly 
enjoyed  relaxing  in  the  Victoria 
Suite  Hotel  courtesy  of  Jacie, 
Sandra  and  Michael  Levinson 
and  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner.  Special 
thanks  to  Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka 
and  Congregation  Machzikci 
Hadas  for  inviting  and 
recognizing  the  entire  ensemble 
at  Shabat  Services,  followed  by  a 
special  Kiddush  held  in  their 
honor. 


Ottawa 

Chevra  Kadisha 


Sam  Petigorsky,  Gabbai  Rishon 

e serviced  76  cases  for 
the  years  1990-91  (5750- 
5751).  The  Chevra 
Kadisha  year  begins  on  the  16th 
of  Kislev. 

We  have  been  consulting  with 
engineers  about  the  condition  of 
the  Chapel  building.  It  seems  we 
will  be  obliged  to  undertake  a 
complete  restoration  of  the 
building,  if  we  wish  to  continue  to 
use  it  as  a funeral  chapel.  The 
cost  of  the  restoration  will  be  very 
expensive.  However,  we  find, 
after  a careful  consideration,  we 
have  no  other  alternative.  Our 
house  committee  is  investigating 
the  best  possible  action  to  take  re 
the  restoration.  It  is  our  intention 
to  restore  the  building  so  that 
aside  from  normal  maintenance, 
no  major  repairs  will  be  required 
for  many  years. 

In  order  for  the  Chevra 
Kadisha  to  continue  to  exist  in 
the  future,  more  members  are 
required.  We  need  young 
members  - men  and  women  - 
individuals  who  are  qualified, 
willing  and  capable  of  carrying 


out  the  duties  of  the  Chevra 
Kadisha. 

I wish  our  members  a “Yasher 
Koach”  for  their  dedication  and 
devotion,  especially  to  the  lady 
members  whose  duties  are  two 
fold  - first  they  sew  the  burial 
shrouds  and  second  they  perform 
taharas.  The  shrouds  are  cut 
individually  by  hand  and  sewn  by 
hand.  They  are  one  hundred  per 
cent  kosher. 

Our  annual  meeting,  our 
annual  shabbos  and  our  annual 
banquet  were  well  attended  and 
successful. 

After  35  years  of  devoted 
sendee  as  Financial  Secretary, 
Martin  K.  Levinson  has  retired. 
We  wish  him  the  best  of  health 
for  many,  many  years.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  at 
the  Annual  Meeting,  for  the  year 
1991-1992  (16th  Kislev  5752  to 
15th  Kislev  5753): 

Sam  Petigorsky  - Gabbai  Rishon 
M.  Sydney  Green  - Gabbai 
Izzie  Greenberg  - Gabbai 
Yale  Greenberg  - Gabbai 
Moe  Litwack  - Gabbai 


Canada-  Israel 
Cultural  Foundation 
(CICF) 


Dr.  Norman  Barwin,  President 


Ruth  Calof.  Tova  Clark, 
Miriam  and  David  Algom  and 
Sheldon  and  Beverly  Danker 
conducted  a tour  of  Ottawa  for 
our  visitors.  A dinner  hosted  by 
Myrna  and  Norman  Barwin  and 
catered  by  CICF  was  a 
gastronomique  feast  while  a 
reception  at  the  Israeli  Embassy, 
hosted  by  Ambassador  Shelef 
following  the  concert,  completed 
a superb  weekend. 

November  12-22, 1991  - 
Photographic  Exhibit. 

Sponsored  jointly  by  the  Israeli 
Embassy  and  CICF,  a stunning 
photographic  exhibit  entitled 
"Nature  and  Landscape  in 
Israel"  by  Shai  Ginnot,  was  held 
at  the  National  Arts  Centre, 
coinciding  with  the  appearance 
of  Israeli  Conductor  Yoel  Levi 
and  violinist  Shlomo  Mintz. 
Pincus  Zuckerman  appeared  as 
both  guest  conductor  and 
violinist  during  the  week  of 
Israel's  beautiful  and  unique 
landscapes  exhibit.  Special 
thanks  to  Edic  Koranyi  and 
Minister  Counsellor  Yaakov 
Paran. 

December  1, 1991  - Annual 
Chanukah  Party.  This  event,  an 
annual  favorite,  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
Newman,  and  every  inch  of 
space  was  fully  occupied  while 
Cantor  David  Aptowitzer 
presented  beautiful  renditions  of 
Chanukah,  Israeli  and  cantorial 
songs.  In  addition,  the  piano  duo 
of  Evelyn  Greenberg  and 
Miriam  Algom  added  to  the  fun 


of  the  evening  by  leading  the 
members  in  a sing  song. 

January  26, 1992  - Israeli  Film 
Festival.  This  event  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  JCC,  the 
Ottawa  Sephardi  Association 
and  the  Israel  Program  Centre. 
Two  films  were  shown  as  a 
double  feature  - Laura  Adlers 
Last  Love  Affair  (a  modern 
Israeli  movie)  and  One 
Thousand  and  One  Wives  (a 
1920s  film). 

February  12, 1992  - 
Photographic  Exhibit  at  the 
Bank  of  Canada.  This  was  the 
second  showing  of  “Nature  and 
Landscape  in  Israel’'  hosted  by 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
Canada  John  Crow  and  Mrs. 
Crow  in  conjunction  with  the 
Israeli  Embassy  and  CICF. 

Many  dignatories  and 
ambassadors  attended  to 
experience  the  old,  the  new,  and 
the  beauty  of  Israel  in  a different 
art  form.  The  setting  in  the 
atrium  of  the  Bank  of  Canada 
was  perfect  and  the  hospitality 
warm  and  friendly. 

May  31, 1992  - Yom 
Yerushalayim.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  plans  are  well 
underway  for  a short  recital  by 
two  well  known  violinist  from 
the  National  Arts  Centre 
orchestra-  - Joan  Milkson 
(assistant  concert  master  of  the 
NAC  Orchestra)  and  Lev 
Bernstein  (violinist  with  the 
NAC  Orchestra).  We  are 
anticipating  this  will  be  a 
wonderful  evening  to  end  our 
season. 


Dr.  Phil  Gosewich  - Recording 
Secretary 

Issie  Landau  - Financial  Secretary 
Moe  Litwack  - Treasurer 
The  following  is  the  correct 
procedure  to  follow  in  order  to 
arrange  for  a funeral  at  the  time 
of  death. 

1)  As  soon  as  possible  after  death 
advise  Sam  Petigorsky  (Gabbai 
Rishon).  If  he  is  net  available 
contact  one  of  the  other 
Gabboim. 

2)  Advise  the  Rabbi  of  the 
Synagogue  concerned. 

3)  Ensure  that  a cemetery  plot  is 
available  for  the  deceased. 

4)  Select  an  undertaker  and 
purchase  a Kosher  casket. 

By  following  the  above 

procedure  you  will  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  Chevra  Kadisha  and 
you  will  ensure  that  the  funeral 
arrangements  will  be  carried  out 
efficiently  and  without  delay. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  clergy 
and  the  cemetery  committees  for 
their  cooperation. 

May  the  entire  community  be 
blessed  with  the  best  of  health. 


June  24, 1992  - Annual 
General  Meeting.  The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Ottawa  ; 
CICF  -will  be  held  at  the  home  of 
Tova  Clark,  273  Patricia  Ave. 
Ottawa  (731-0331)  at  7:30  p.m. 

This  meeting  is  important  in  that 
elections  will  be  held.  Maurice 
Wright  is  chairman  of  the 
nominating  committee  although 
nominations  will  also  be  received 
from  the  floor.  Next  years  plans 
will  also  be  discussed  so  please 
attend  if  you  would  like  to  have 
input. 

1992/93  - Major  Russian- 
Israeli  Art  Exhibit.  As  I write 
this  report  plans  are  underway 
for  a major  exhibition  of  works 
by  Russian  artists  now  living  in 
Israel.  Some  members  of  the 
committee  have  already  seen 
many  of  these  works  and  attest 
to  exceptionally  high  quality  and 
creativity  of  these  artists.  The 
Ottawa  Community  is  in  for  a 
treat. 

The  1991-92  season  was 
extremely  successful,  thanks  to 
the  support  and  co-operation  of 
each  and  every  member  of  the 
executive.  We  have  had  a busy 
year  of  quality  programs  and 
superb  artists.  My  one 
disappointment  is  that  we  have 
not  increased  our  membership 
and  exposed  more  people  to  the 
vibrant,  dynamic  art  and  culture 
that  is  Israel. 

The  CICF  Executive: 

Immediate  Past  President: 

Maurice  Wright,  Q.C.;  President: 
Dr.  Norman  Barwin;  Vice 
Presidents:  Geri  Migicovsky  and 
Ruth  Calof;  Secretary/Treasurer: 
Myrna  Barwin;  Recording 
Secretary:  Freda  Frankel: 
Membership:  Penny  Bar-Noy; 
Hospitality  Chairman:  Ruth 
Miller;  Hospitality:  Tova  Clark 
and  Sheldon  Dankner.  Program 
Chairman:  Miriam  Algom; 
Program:  Beverly  Dankner; 
Special  Projects:  Golda  Feig 
Sieinman  and  Ned  Steinmam; 
Advisors:  Edie  Koranyi,  Sara 
Vered,  Evelyn  Greenberg,  Anita 
Wisner. 
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= AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 


Canadian  Society 
for  the  Weizmann 
Institute  of  Science 


Sara  Vered,  Incoming  President 

Submitted  by  Ann  Goldberg,  Director,  Ottawa  Office 

In  June  1991  Drs.  Aviva  and  Chuck  Freedman  hosted  a reception 
for  Weizmann  supporters  to  meet  Glenn  McCurdy,  the  Ottawa 
student  selected  to  attend  the  23rd  International  Summer  Science 
Institute  at  the  Weizmann  Institute  of  Science  in  Rehovot,  Israel. 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Shelef  were  honored  guests  at  the  reception. 

As  part  of  the  evening’s  program,  Daniel  Freedman  spoke  of  his 
experiences  and  adventures  as  a participant  in  the  1989  Summer 
Science  Institute. 

Two  OUawa-based  scholarships,  the  Weisz-Adler  Memorial 
Scholarship  and  the  Luelia  Kayla  Scholarship  were  awarded  to  two  of 
the  seven  Canadian  students  selected  to  attend  the  1991  International 
Summer  Science  Institute. 

In  March  1992,  the  Harvard  Medical  School  noted  that  Weizmann 
research  in  diabetes  was  one  of  the  10  most  important  advances  in 
medical  research  in  1991. 

In  May  1992,  Sara  Vered  will  assume  the  presidency  of  the  Ottawa 
Chapter  of  the  Canadian  Society  for  the  Weizmann  Institute  of 
Science.  Mrs.  Vered's  many  years  of  community  service,  her  energy, 
and  her  exceptional  leadership  skills  indicate  that  the  Ottawa  Chapter 
will  be  entering  a stimulating  and  challenging  period. 

For  additional  information  on  the  activities  of  the  Canadian  Society 
for  the  Weizmann  Institute  of  Science,  contact  the  Ottawa  office  at  56 
Sparks  Street,  Suite  606,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5A9,  Telephone  236- 
3391. 


The  Jewish  Youth 
Library  of  Ottawa 


Issie  Scarowsky,  President 

Dr.  Yosef  and  Devora  Cayfak,  Co-Founders 


The  Jewish  Youth  Library 
of  Ottawa,  Chaya  Mushka 
Building  has  always  been 
in  Ihe  forefront  of  exciting, 
interesting  and  innovative 
Jewish  programming  for  all  ages. 

Co-founded  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Yosef  Caytak  close  to  ten  years 
ago,  the  library  now  enjoys  its 
own  spacious  new  building  to 
accommodate  all  of  its  activities. 

Located  at  192  Switzer  Ave. 
(one  block  north  of  Carling,  off 
Kirkwood.  Tel:  729-7712  or  729- 
lb!  9),  the  library  offers  regular 
hours  - Wednesdays  6-10  p.m. 
and  Sundays  1 1 a.m.  - 5 p.m.  for 
the  public  to  peruse  the 
thousands  of  books  on  Jewish 
themes  for  children  and  adults. 

Most  organizations  close  down 
for  the  summer.  Not  this  one. 
This  past  summer  included  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  welt 
attended  Jewish  Women’s 
Institutes.  This  program 
sponsored  lectures  on  Jewish 
topics  given  by  local  speakers 
along  wilh  internationally 
renowned  speakers  from  abroad. 
The  library  was  fortunate  to 
have  Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Eliyahu 
Touger  (from  Israel)  as  their 
resident  scholars  for  three  weeks 
this  past  August. 

The  Tiny  Treasures  Playgroup 
enjoyed  a full  enrolment  wilh  a 
waiting  list  now  established  for 
eager  parents  wailing  for  an 
opening.  The  playgroup  met  two 
times  a week.  Monday  and 


Congregation 
Beth  Shalom 


Stanley  D.  Levine,  President 
Rabbi  Saul  I.  Aranov,  Senior  Rabbi 


The  100th  Anniversary  of 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 
was  celebrated  on  Shushan 
Purim  {the  day  after  Purim)  this 
year.  Adath  Jeshurun 
Congregation  was  founded  in 
1892,  and  became,  through  time, 
the  cornerstone  of  Beth  Shalom. 
A few  years  later,  Congregation 
Agudath  Achim  was  formed  in 
1902.  These  two  Shules 
flourished,  expanded  and  finally 
amalgamated  to  form 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom  in 
1956.  In  that  year,  the  new 
Congregation  moved  to  its 
premises  at  151  Chapel  Street  in 
ihe  new  Synagogue  and  Jewish 
Community  Centre  complex. 
Subsequently,  Congregation 
B’naL  Jacob,  founded  in  1911, 
amalgamated  with  Beth  Shalom. 

Through  the  years,  Beth 
Shalom  has  likely  served  most  of 
the  families  in  this  community, 
which  likelihood  prompted 
someone  recently  to  name  it  “the 
Mother  Shule”.  This  title  is 
particularly  apt  with  the  recent 
establishment  of  Beth  Shalom 
West  to  serve  families  in  the 
western  reaches  of  our 


community. 

The  Centennial  Celebrations 
this  year  included  special 
Shabbosim  honouring  these 
community  organizations:  Jewish 
Community  Centre,  Reception 
Committee  for  Newcomers, 
Jewish  Students  Union,  National 
Council  of  Jewish  Women, 
Ottawa  Jewish  Endowment 
Foundation,  Ottawa  Chevra 
Kadisha,  Shalom  Ottawa,  and 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & 
Review. 

Previously  as  part  of  the 
Centennial  Celebrations.  Beth 
Shalom  honoured  Hillel  Lodge. 
The  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah 
Board,  and  The  Ottawa  Jewish 
Free  Loan  Society. 

Beth  Shalom  punctuated  the 
Centenary  at  an  anniversary 
Shabbat  dinner  and  at  a special 
Snabbat  service  followed  by  a 
Kiddush  luncheon  and  program. 
Continuing  programs  and 
exhibits  will  further  mark  the 
Centenary. 

In  other  respects,  this  year  has 
been  memorable  for  a spirited 
Annual  General  Meeting 
attended  by  a significant  majority 


of  members.  The  year  continued 
with  the  celebration  of  an 
increased  number  of  Simchas  in 
the  Shule.  A refreshing  number 
of  Brises  were  celebrated  in  the 
Sanctuary  of  the  Synagogue.  This 
method  of  observing  the  Mitzvah 
is  becoming  popular  with  our 
membership.  Beth  Shalom  takes 
pride  and  pleasure  in  assisting  in 
the  celebration  of  other  Simchas 
which  was  reflected  this  year  in 
the  increased  number  of  Bar 
Mitzvahs  celebrated  within  the 
Shule. 

Not  to  forget  our  raison  d'etre, 
Beth  Shalom  continued  to  serve 
this  community  as  it  has  for  the 
past  100  years,  through  its  daily 
Minyans  in  which  it  takes  much 
pride.  The  morning  services  in 
particular  are  very  well  attended. 
Those  who  join  us  for  prayer 
happily  have  as  well  the 
opportunity  for  a good  kibbitz 
and  an  equally  fine  breakfast, 
smartly  served  by  Beth  Shalom 
volunteers. 

Beth  Shalom  looks  forward  to 
serving  the  community 
throughout  the  next  100  years. 


Wednesday  morning  from  9- 
11:30  a.m.  Develope'd  for  two 
and  three  year  olds,  this  program 
is  led  by  Devora  Caytak  and 
certified  ECE  teacher  Caron 
Fitzpatrick.  While  enjoying  the 
normal  routine  of  a playgroup  - 
arls  ‘n’  crafts,  painting,  outside 
play,  etc.,  this  group  also 
benefilted  from  learning  about 
the  Jewish  holidays,  singing 
Jewish  songs  with  Caron  playing 
guitar,  giving  tzedakah  every 
morning  along  with  some 
Hebrew  prayers.  The  children 
certainly  enjoyed  their  mornings 
at  the  library. 

A series  of  classes  for  older 
children  included  art  classes  with 
Avalee  Prehogan,  cooking  with 
Joy  Oslrega,  storytime  with 
Uncle  Yossi,  and  many  others. 

Classes  for  adults  were  well- 
attended  throughout  the  year. 
They  included  Laws  of  Preparing 
Food  on  Shabbos,  and  Laws  of 
Passover,  -given  by  Rabbi  J. 
Botnick.  Leam  How  to  Read 
Hebrew  in  Four  sessions,  taught 
by  Chana  Hayes,  was  a big  hit. 
How  to  Keep  a Kosher  Kiichem, 
given  by  Baiia  Steinberg  was 
also  very  popular.  Rabbi  Eliezer 
Ben-Porat  gave  a Gemera  class 
every  Wednesday  night  (8:30- 
9:30)  which  was  attended  by 
close  to  20  men.  And  the  list 
goes  on  and  on. 

One  of  the  most  successful 
programs  for  the  whole 
community,  young  and  old  alike, 
is  the  Jewish  Family  Expo,  which 


is  sponsored  annually  by  the 
library.  Close  to  1000  people 
attended  the  Expo  which  was 
held  this  year  at  the  Ottawa 
Congress  Centre.  Over  50 
booths  and  exhibits  were  put 
together  by  over  100  volunteers. 
They  included,  Noah’s  Ark,  a 
Talking  Tree  for  Tu  B Shvat,  a 
beautiful  shtetl,  a dreidel  House, 
etc. 

One  of  the  newest  programs 
recently  instituted  by  the  library 
are  programs  for  Jewish  singles. 
Over  the  past  year  and  a half  ihe 
library  has  had  very  successful 
and  weii-attended  brunches  and 
lectures  for  singles.  This  past 
Purim,  the  library  sponsored  a 
Gala  Purim  Dinner  at  Beth 
Shalom  West.  Over  50  singles 
enjoyed  the  megilla  reading,  a 
beautifully  catered  dinner  and  an 
excellent  concert  given  by  Chaim 
Fogelman.  A demand  for  more 
quality  programs  such  as  this  one 
is  quite  evident. 

Many  thanks  go  to  the 
volunteers  who  helped  out  at  the 
Expo  and  gave  classes  at  the 
library  (all  without 
remuneration).  Through  their 
support  and  the  generous 
support  of  the  community,  the 
library  is  able  to  grow  and  serve 
the  Jewish  community  in  the 
best  possible  way. 

Many  thanks  to  Issie 
Scarowsky.  Joel  Diena.  Stan 
Gilman  and  the  many  others 
who  have  helped  a dream  come 
true. 


Jewish  National 
Fund 


Henry  Molot.  Chairman 


The  Jewish  National  Fund  of  Ottawa  has  just  completed  a very 
successful  year.  The  year  was  highlighted  by  both  a successful 
Negev  Dinner  campaign  and  an  exceptional  Tu  Bi  Shevat 
Telethon. 

The  1991  Negev  Dinner  honoured  Mervin  Mirsky  for  his 
commitment  to  and  leadership  in  the  Ottawa  community.  The 
proceeds  from  this  campaign  helped  in  pari  to  build  the  Mervin 
Mirsky  Reservoir  in  the  Beit  Shean  valley.  Sheldon  Enrenworth  and 
Ronnie  Gavsie  co-chaired  the  campaign.  Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka  and 
Hyman  Soloway  shared  duties  as  dinner  co-chairs. 

The  1992  Tu  Bi  Shevat  Telethon  held  this  year  al  the  offices  of 
Mastercraft  Development  Corporation,  yielded  excellent  results 
because  of  the  well  organized  and  enthusiastic  efforts  of  Chairman 
Beverly  Swedko  and  her  team  of  volunteer  canvassers. 

The  Inscriptions  Program  is  thriving  under  the  very  capable 
leadership  and  persuasive  efforts  of  Leah  Gencher.  Parents  of 
upcoming  B’nei  Mitzvot  are  contacted  to  link  their  children 
permanently  with  the  State  of  Israel  through  inscriptions  in  the  Jewish 
National  Fund’s  Sefer  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  Golden  Book  and  gardens. 

An  appropriate  certificate  is  presented  by  the  Rabbi  in  the  synagogue 
on  the  appropriate  date. 

The  education  program  of  the  JNF  continues  apace.  Li.  Col.  (Res) 
Levi  Shafran,  the  new  Israeli  emissary  has  met  with  principals, 
teachers  and  children  of  the  various  community  schools  to  provide 
them  with  programming  and  workshops  with  regard  to  the  study  of 
Israel  and  Jewish  holidays.  To  assist  in  these  endeavours  educational 
materials  are  provided  on  a regular  basis  by  JNF.  Mr.  Shafran  has 
already  spoken  to  many  groups  in  Ottawa  about  Operation  Solomon 
and  his  personal  role  in  implementing  this  rescue  mission.  He  is 
available  to  speak  to  any  group  about  Israel  and  JNF  as  required. 

In  February,  over  650  Canadians  flew  to  Israel  as  part  of  JNF's  90th 
Anniversary  Mission.  Eighteen  of  the  group  were  Ottawans  and  they 
were  able  to  visit  many  regions  of  Israel  and  to  meet  a wide  cross- 
section  of  Israelis  as  part  of  this  tour. 

But  even  on  a daily  basis,  trees  continue  to  be  planted  as  a 
meaningful  way  of  acknowledging  all  sorts  of  occasions.  As  well,  blue 
boxes  are  being  distributed  and  turned  in. 

The  Jewish  National  Fund  remains  a vibrant  and  busy  organization. 
For  further  information  on  JNF,  call  230-9047. 
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B'nai  Brith 
Ottawa  Lodge 
No.  885 


Norman  Swedko,  President 

Keeping  with  its  precepts  of  Brotherhood,  Charity  and 

Community,  Ottawa  Lodge  has  once  again  completed  a very 
successful  year. 

Maintaining  Camp  B'nai  Brith  as  a non-profit  camp  available  to  all 
Jewish  children  regardless  of  ability  to  pay  continued  to  remain  the 
Lodge's  principal  community  endeavour.  In  1991,  the  Camp  sustained 
a tremendous  jump  in  enrollment  in  spite  of  a bad  economy  which 
enabled  the  Lodge  to  maintain  camp  fees  well  below  its  competitors. 
To  ensure  that  no  child  was  denied  access  to  the  camp,  the  Lodge 
sponsored  40  scholarships.  In  addition,  the  Lodge  sponsored  the 
several  weeks  stay  of  20  under-privileged  Israeli  children  at  Camp  and 
their  expenses  while  touring  Ottawa. 

Our  citizen  of  the  year  honoree  this  year  was  Sol  Shabinsky.  The 
recognition  of  his  contribution  to  the  City  of  Ottawa  at  large  resulted 
in  one  of  the  largest  sell-out  crowds  in  the  award's  history  and  thanks 
to  the  Shabinsky  family  generosity  and  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of 
advertising,  the  Camp  received  a motor  boat. 

Other  successful  activities  carried  on  by  the  Lodge  consisted  of 
participation  in  the  Jerry  Lewis  Telethon,  the  conducting  of  bi- 
monthly bingo's  at  Hillel  Lodge,  the  contribution  to  and  delivery  of 
Passover  food  baskets.  Tour  Du  Quickie,  Rabbi  Bulka’s  Unity  Canada 
Campaign,  the  donation  of  funds  to  CHEO,  Ottawa  Civic  Hospital, 
Royal  Hospital,  Ottawa  General  Hospital,  distribution  of  videos  and 
books  to  various  hospitals.  The  Lodge  also  participated  with 
Parliament  Lodge  in  funding  the  cost  of  B.B.Y.O.  programs  in  Ottawa. 

The  Lodge  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  supproted  its  fund  raising 
activities. 


Ecole 

Maimonides 


George  Adler,  Chairman 
Rabbi  Mordecai  Berger,  Principal 


Maimonides  is  well  on  the 
way  to  completing  yet 
another  successful  and 
exhilarating  year.  Maimonides 
has  had  thirteen  such  years  in  the 
past  during  which  it  has  been  in 
the  vanguard  of  Jewish  education 
in  the  Nation's  Capital  Region. 
Maimonides  is  the  only  Jewish 
French-Immersion  school  in 
Ontario  and  is  indeed  very  proud 
of  its  trilingual  education  system, 
French,  English  and  Hebrew,  a 
unique  system  that  succeeds.  The 
school  is  gratified  with  the  results 
of  its  efforts  both  in  secular  and 
Jewish  studies  along  with  the 
moral  and  spiritual  elements 
inherent  to  the  school. 

There  are  many  extra- 
curricular events  and  hi-lights 
that  build  excellence  into  the 
very  fabric  and  nature  of 
Maimonides  and  that  enable 
Maimonides  to  be  the  strong 
force  that  it  is.  Here  is  a brief 
conspectus  of  some  of  these 
events.  In  November  we  held  a 
Torah  Fair  in  which  all  of  our 
students  grade  2 and  up 
submitted  projects  and  models  of 
varying  topics  in  Jewish  studies. 
The  hands-on  approach  coupled 
with  the  children’s  creativity 
fostered  an  atmosphere  of 
excitement  about  their  studies 


that  was  virtually  tangible. 

Our  students  participated  in  a 
Read-a-Thon  in  which  literally 
hundreds  of  books  were  read  (in 
order  to  raise  funds  for  Multiple 
Sclerosis.) 

We  had  a Chanuka  Concert 
which  brightened  up  the  long 
nights  of  Chanuka  that  played  to 
a packed  house  at  the  school. 

Our  students  went  on  a ski  trip 
for  a day  and  although  it  was 
downhill  all  the  way,  staff  and 
students  had  an  exhilarating  time 
of  it.  There  were  a few 
Shabbatons  at  which  time  the 
students  could  all  get  together 
and  have  a positive  Shabbat 
experience  in  the  special 
atmosphere  of  school-wide 
togetherness.  We  held  a very 
erudite  Science  Fair  and  this  year 
the  displays  and  projects  were 
again  very  creative  and  well 
researched.  As  well,  some  of  the 
older  classes  visited  the  seniors  at 
Hillel  Lodge  and  brought  some 
additional  sunshine  into  their 
lives.  This  visit  proved  to  be 
mutually  beneficial  as  our 
students  learned  a lot  from  the 
seniors  and  gained  in  good 
character  traits  at  the  same  time. 
We  loved  hosting  our  Tea  and 
Talent  Show  which  attracted 


Ottawa  Friends 
of  Peace  Now 

Gabriella  Goliger,  David  Steinberg,  Co-Chairs 


During  1991/1992  Ottawa 
Friends  of  Peace  Now 
continued  to  promote 
within  the  Jewish  community  the 
position  of  Peace  Now  in  Israel. 
This  is  that  peace  is  possible 
between  Israel  and  its  Arab 
neighbours,  including  the 
Palestinians,  on  the  basis  of 
mutual  recognition  of  the  right  to 
self-determination.  We  are 
pleased  that  the  focus  of 
attention  over  the  past  year  has 
shifted  from  the  streets  and 
lecture  halls  to  direct  face-to-face 
peace  talks  between  Israel,  Syria, 
Jordan,  Lebanon, and  the 
Palestinians. 

Our  links  with  the  national 
organization,  Canadian  Friends 
of  Peace  Now  (CFPN),  a 
constituent  organization  of  the 
Canadian  Jewish  Congress,  have 
remained  strong.  Joint  activities 
included  meeting  with 
Ambassador  Norman  Spector 


people  from  all  across  the  city 
and  gave  our  students  another 
forum  in  which  to  express  their 
talents.  On  Purim  we  had  a great 
time  with  our  staff  and  student 
dress  up  and  a fun  carnival. 
Pesach  the  Model  Seder  could 
have  one  think  that  these  young 
students  could  lead  a Seder  on 
their  own.  Last  Lag  B 'Omer  in 
conjunction  with  ERC  we  hosted 
a very  successful  picnic  at  which 
all  of  the  Hebrew  schools 
throughout  Ottawa  were 
represented  as  part  of  a 400 
people  crowd.  We  are  going  to 
have  our  Annual  Draw  to  help 
raise  funds.  This  will  take  place 
in  July. 

We  look  ahead  to  yet  another 
dimension  to  add  to  the  school  - 
that  being  an  adult  education 
program  that  will  include  study 
of  Hebrew  Language, 
Philosophy,  Prayers  and  possibly 
a Phys  Ed.  course. 

As  is  evident,  Maimonides 
incorporates  a vast  spectrum  of 
learning  activities  and  is  able  to 
synthesize  diverse  elements  into 
an  eminently  workable  scheme, 
we  have  succeeded  thus  far  and 
intend  to  keep  on  succeeding. 

Feel  free  to  call  us  at  820-9484 
for  further  information. 


before  his  departure  for  Israel 
and  hosting  a breakfast  talk  in 
which  Simon  Rosenblum  shared 
some  of  the  insights  he  gained 
during  a Citizens  Rights 
Movement-sponsored  Seminar  in 
Israel.  Ambassador  Spector  was 
briefed  on  Peace  Now  activities; 
Simon  Rosenblum  noted  the 
strong  opposition  by  many,  if  not 
most,  Israelis  to  the  ongoing 


settlement  effort  in  the  occupied 
territories. 

Ottawa  Friends  of  Peace  Now 
remains  strongly  supportive  of 
the  on-going  peace  process  and 
expects  to  stay  active  on  the  local 
scene,  as  well  as  nationally  as  a 
chapter  of  CFPN.  As  a chapter  of 
CFPN  we  will  be  represented  at 
the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
Plenary. 


Emunah  Women 


of  Canada 


(Mizrachi) 

Eva  Minuk,  President 

Emunah  Mizrachi  Women’s  Organization  of  Ottawa  plays  an 
important  role  in  our  community  disseminating  Torah  values 
and  religious  Zionist  ideals  through  the  programs  we  conduct 
and  the  causes  around  which  we  rally.  Our  fund  raising  efforts  are  in 
direct  response  to  contribute  to  the  spiritual  and  social  welfare  of  a 
secure  and  stable  society  in  Israel. 

The  enormity  of  the  masses  of  new  immigrants  arriving  in  Israel, 
their  absorption,  and  integration,  could  never  be  handled  by 
government  agencies  alone.  Emunah  volunteers  are  every-ready  to 
make  the  adjustment  period  for  new  arrivals  easier.  Newcomers  are 
“adopted”  into  Israeli  families,  introduced  to  the  beautiful  observance 
of  Shabbat,  an  opportunity  to  Observe  Mothers  lighting  candles, 
families  going  to  shut,  enjoying  a festive  meal  and  concluding  with 
Birkat  Hamazon.  It  is  an  important  way  to  touch  the  Jewish  soul  in 
those  who  have  not  had  the  chance  to  practice  the  lifestyle  we  hold  so 
dear.  One  of  the  highlights  of  Emunah  accomplishments  was  the 
arranging  of  10,000  seders  for  immigrants  throughout  Israel. 

Emunah  has  set  up  its  own  Uplanim  in  Israel's  major  cities  lo  come 
to  the  aid  of  the  government  which  finds  it  impossible  to  cope  with  the 
heavy  demands.  The  need  for  children  to  be  accommodated  in  day 
care  centres  has  lead  to  an  expansion  of  both  day  care  services  and 
ulpanim. 

An  overview  of  our  last  year's  activities  incorporating  different 
aspects  of  education,  fund  raising  and  social  welfare,  are  a 
demonstration  of  our  concern. 

In  September,  our  Rachel  KizelE  chapter  faithfully  sent  out  its  annual 
sweet  Rosh  Hashana  messages  through  their  Honey  Project. 

In  November,  we  paused  to  reflect  on  half  a century  of  dedication 
and  accomplishment,  by  celebrating  the  Rachel  Kizell  chapter’s  50th 
anniversary,  their  Golden  Jubilee  in  Ottawa  through  a Cantorial 
Concert  "Dash  Meanash"  presented  by  Cantor  Moshe  Kraus. 

Emunah 's  national  president  and  members  of  the  executive  from 
national  office,  added  distinction  to  the  evening,  with  their  presence 
and  words  of  tribute. 

Our  annual  Chanukah  Melave  Malka  in  December  had  all  the 
j ingredients  of  success.  The  pleasant  ambience  of  the  Rio  Vista  party 
facilities,  the  delicious  homemade  gourmet  food,  Benshing  and 
lighting  of  the  Chanukah  menorah  amidst  singing  of  Moaus  Zur.  A 
stimulating  discourse  of  the  topic  "Miriam,  The  Hashmoanite,”  by 
Rabbi  Howard  Finkelstein  gave  us  a revived  insight  into  a period  too 
often  forgotten.  A humourous  presentation  of  the  frolics  of  being 
Jewish,  by  our  own  members,  ended  the  evening  most  pleasantly. 

In  January  a successful  membership  drive  was  launched  at  the  home  of 
Aviv  President  Eva  Minuk. 

Again  at  the  home  of  Eva  Minuk,  we  met  in  February,  having  invited 
Rabbi  Finkelstein  for  an  encore.  The  topic  “How  does  the  Torah  view 
Wedding  and  Divorce,  a Woman's  Perspective"  had  been  proposed  by 
popular  demand,  and  sparked  much  fruitful  discussion. 

Before  Pesach,  the  Rachel  Kizell  Chapter  reached  out  to  the 
community  in  their  plea  for  Moaus  Chittim  funds,  to  help  provide 
pesach  necessities  for  Jews  wherever  in  need. 

We  celebrated  our  annual  Mother-In-Israel  Event  this  year,  jointly 
with  Yom  Yerushalayim,  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  unification  of 
Jerusalem  on  Sunday.  May  24th,  West  Block,  Parliament  Hill.  Mrs. 
Rena  Schochet,  erudite  speaker  and  author  addressed  us  on 
“Jerusalem  Then  and  Now". 
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Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'  Ir/UJA 
Professional  and  Support  Staff  1991-92 


Pauline  E.  Pankowski 
Director 

United  Jewish  Appeal 


Cynthia  Engel 
Editor 

Otttawa  Jewish  Bulletin 


Shirley  Berman 

Archivist 


Kayla  Mallay 
Secretary 


Gerry  Koffman 
Executive  Director 


Ruth  Kahane 

Director 

Community  Relations 


Evan  J.  Grill 

Director 

Planning  & Budgeting 


Howard  Goldberg 
Assistant  Director, 
Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation 


Shirley  MacCallum 
Senior  Secretary 


Celia  Abraham 
Accounting  Clerk 


Jill  Keeling  Abe  Nadrich 

Secretary  Clerk 
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JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL  OF  OTTAWA 


Board  of  Trustees  - 1992-93 


Officers  and  Executive  Committee 

Immediate  Past  President Dr.  Eli  Rabin 

President  Dr.  Maureen  Moloi 

First  Vice-President Dr.  Bernard  Dolansky 

Second  Vice-President Lawrence  Greenberg 

Treasurer Stephen  Greenberg 

Honorary  Secretary Barbara  Farber 

Executive  Committee  Members-at-Large:  Lester 
Aronson,  Gerald  Berger,  Rabbi  Dr.  Reuven  P.  Bulka, 
Dr.  Charles  Freedman,  Lynda  Greenberg.  Stephen 
Greenberg,  Roslyn  Kimmel,  Bonnie  Merovitz,  Dr. 
Victor  Rabinovitch,  John  Tavel,  Sunny  Tavel. 

Trustees-at- Large 

Retiring  June,  1992:  Dr.  Paul  Claman,  Susannah  Dalfen, 
Dr.  William  James,  Roz  Kanigsberg,  Professor  Joseph 
Magnet.  Elissa  Lieff-Resnick,  Dr.  Gary  Viner,  Lawrence 
Weinstein,  Joel  Zagerman. 

Retiring  June.  1993:  Magda  Benedek,  Ellen  Fathi,  Ed 
Fine,  Rosalyn  Fremeth,  Tom  Gussman,  Isaac 
Muzikansky,  Frank  Rosen,  Brent  Taylor.  Joel  Weiner, 
Rebecca  Zuckerbrodt. 

Retiring  June.  1994:  Dr.  Andre  Engel.  Stanley  Farber, 
Dr.  Charles  Freedman,  Geri  Goldstein,  Carol 
Greenberg.  Elissa  Iny,  Ralph  Kassie,  Vera  Klein, 
Moishe  Smith,  Susan  Vered. 

Synagogue  and  Organizational  Nominees 
Adalh  Shalom:  Joel  Yan. 

Agudath  Israel:  Leon  Bronslein,  Donna  Dolansky,  Ruth 
Levitan.  Dr.  Leslie  Melamed,  Carol  Pascoe,  Dr.  Eve 
Shulman,  Dr.  Mark  Wolynetz. 

Beth  Shalom:  Stanley  Levine,  Barry  Baker, 

Lewis  Levy.  Q.C. 

Beth  Shalom  West:  Marten  Brodsky,  Robert  Dale, 
Morris  Prcsser.  Stanley  Wilder. 

Machzikei  Hadas:  Howard  Goldberg. 

Temple  Israel:  Dr.  Mortimer  Bercovitch. 

Young  Israel:  Dr.  Joseph  Straus,  Tom  Caplan. 

Sisterhoods 

Agudath  Israel Margo  Silverman 

Beth  Shalom Cynthia  Blumenlhal 

Karen  Slipacoff 

Beth  Shalom  West Elaine  Friedberg 

Machzikei  Hadas No  appointee 

Temple  Israel 

Young  Israel Baila  Steinberg 

U.J.A.  Local  BeneFiciary  Agencies 
Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  & Hillel  Academy  ..Amon  Vered 

Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School Howard  Lithwick 

Ottawa  Modern  Jewish  School Ephram  Gerber 

Star  of  David  Hebrew  School Sandy  Ages 

Temple  Israel 

Religious  School Dr.  Mortimer  Bercovitch 

Pembroke  Talmud  Torah Jeffrey  Eisen 

Jewish  Community  Centre Lawrence  Greenspon 

Jewish  Community  Council Dr.  Maureen  Molot 

Ottawa  Vaad  Hakashruth Aaron  Sana 

Ottawa  Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged Dr.  Irwin  Pencer 

Camp  B'nai  Brith Moe  Segal 

Camp  Gesher Dick  Zuker 

Jewish  Students  Union-Hillel Dr.  Mayer  Alvo 

Canada-Israel  Fdn.  for 

Academic  Exchanges Alain  Goldschlager 

Jewish  Family  Services Ian  Fine 

Tamir  Foundation Eric  Weiner 

Organizations 

Association  for  Enrichment 

of  Jewish  Heritage Dr.  Joseph  Caytak 

B'nai  Brith  Ottawa  Lodge  No.885 Norman  Swedko 

B’nai  Brith  Parliament  Lodge  No.2I59 Steven  Singer 

B’nai  Brith  Women  of  Canada, 

Simcha  Chapter  #1793 Rosalie  Fox 

Sharon  Daiter 

Canada-Israel 

Cultural  Foundation Dr.  Norman  Barwin 

Canadian  Foundation  for 

Jewish  Education Martin  K.  Levinson 


Canadian  Friends  of 

Ben-Gurion  University Susannah  Dalfen 

Canadian  Friends  of 

Beth  Hatefutsoth Teena  Hendelman 

Canadian  Friends  of 

Hebrew  University Dorothy  Nadolny 

Canadian  Friends  of  the 

Judaica  Archive  Project Walter  Cole 

Canadian  Technion  Society Arnon  Vered 

Canadian  Society  for 

Weizmann  Institute  of  Science Sara  Vered 

Ecole  Maimonides George  Adler 

Emunah  Women  of  Canada Eva  Minuk 

Histadrut  League Hugo  Levendel 

Israel  Cancer  Research  Fund Carol  Zagerman 

Jewish  Association  for  Development David  Spring 

Jewish  National  Fund  Council Henry  Molot 

Labour  Zionist  Council 

Mizrachi  Men’s  Organization Martin  Kalson 

Na’amat  Pioneer  Women Lillian  Laks 

National  Council  of  Jewish  Women Ellen  Fathi 

Ottawa  Chevra  Kadisha Sam  Petigorsky 

Ottawa  Friends  of  Peace  Now David  Gladstone 

Ottawa  Hadassah-WIZO Marion  Mayman 

Ottawa  Hebrew 

Free  Loan  Association William  Grossman 

Ottawa  Jewish  Home 

for  the  Aged,  Women’s  Aux Pauline  Litwack 

Ottawa  Torah  Institute Aaron  Sarna 

Ottawa  Women  s ORT Lynn  Levitan 

Ridcau  Golf  & Country  Club Sidney  Shapiro 

Sephardi  Association  of  Ottawa Michael  Tapiero 

State  of  Israel  Bonds Irving  Rivers 

State  of  Israel  Bonds.  Women’s  Division Sunny  Tavel 

Past  Presidents  Residing  in  Ottawa 

Gefald  Berger  Mervin  Mirsky 

Hyman  Gould  Abe  Palmer 

Judge  Jacie  C.  Horwitz  Thomas  Sachs 

Joseph  Lieff  Sol  B.  Shinder 

Dr.  Harvey  Lithwick  Hyman  Soloway 

Bertram  Loeb  Norman  Zagerman 

David  Loeb  Stephen  Victor 

Dr.  Eli  Rabin 

Standing  Committees  (not  previously  listed) 

Canada-Israel/Community  Relations Sunny  Tavel 

Community  Campus 

Development  Committee Dr.  Bernard  Dolansky 

Holocaust  Memorial Vera  Gara 

Honorary  Counsel Lawrence  Weinstein 

Hy  Hochberg  Memorial  Lecture Lionel  Shinder 

Jewish  Community  Cemeteries Israel  Shinder 

Ladies  Reception 

Committee  for  Newcomers Rena  Cohen 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin Mark  Max 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation  ...Gerald  Berger 
Ottawa  Jewish  Historical  Society  ....Lawrence  Freedman 

Personnel Dr.  Maureen  Molot 

Planning,  Priorities  and  Budget Lester  Aronson 

Properties  Management  Board... Stephen  Greenberg 

Young  Leadership  Development Robert  Greenberg 

Audit Issie  Landau 

Long  Range  Campaign  Planning Susannah  Dalfen 

Multiple  Campaign  Appeals  Committeee Sol  Shinder 

Teen  Trips  to  Israel Mark  Berlin 

Future  Capital  Reqirements 

Campaign  Committee Stephen  Victor 

Project  Renewal-. Phil  Gennis 

Shalom  Ottawa Marion  Silver, 

Ed  Fine 

Shalom  Welcome  Service Ann  Goldberg 

Beryl  Ben-Reuven 

Soviet  Jewry Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka, 

Lillian  Laks 

U J.A.  Collections Lionel  Shinder 

United  Jewish  Appeal John  Tavel 

United  Jewish  Appeal, 

Women’s  Division Lynda  Greenberg 

Bonnie  Merovitz 

Women's  Federation Roslyn  Kimmel 

Jewish  Teen  Leadership  Council Adam  Katz 

JSU-Hillel  - Carleton  University Dan  Wolfish 

Ottawa  University Irit  Rabinovitz 


Liaison  - Local  Agencies: 

Camp  B’nai  Brith George  Caplan 

Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Board Ruth  Freiman, 

Ellen  Cherney 

Ottawa  Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged Dr.  Ron  Vexler, 

Noreen  Bosloy 

Jewish  Family  Services Elissa  Lieff-Resmck 

JSU-Hillel Rabbi  Saul  Aranov, 

Zelda  Roodman,  Dr.  Mayer  Alvo,  Rebecca  Zuckerbrodt 
Ottawa  School  Board 

Multiculturalism Dr.  Walter  Hendelman, 
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Liaison  - National  Agencies: 

U.I.A.  of  Canada, 
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Robert  Greenberg,  Stephen  Greenberg,  Roslyn 
Kimmel,  Bonnie  Merovitz,  Dr.  Maureen  Molot,  Herbert 
Nadolny,  Dr.  Eli  Rabin,  Lionel  Shinder,  Lawrence 
Soloway,  John  Tavel,  Arnon  Vered,  Stephen  Victor, 
Norman  Zagerman. 

Canadian  Jewish 

Congress,  Officers Dr.  Maureen  Molot, 

Dr.  Eli  Rabin,  National  Capital  District, 
Dr.  Bernard  Dolansky,  CJC  Ontario  Region 

Canadian  Jewish  Congress, 

National  Executive Stephen  Victor, 

Dr.  Maureen  Molot,  Dr.  Eli  Rabin 

National  Budgeting 

Conference Dr.  Bernard  Dolansky, 

Dr.  Maureen  Molot,  Dr.  Eli  Rabin 

Council  of  Jewish  Federations Stephen  Victor, 

Dr.  Maureen  Molot,  Dr.  Eli  Rabin, 
Linda  Nadolny-Cogan 

Canada-Israel  Committee  Board Stephen  Victor 

J.I.A.S.  Committee Ricki  Baker 
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Laura  Greenberg Assistant  Controller 
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